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TWENTY-FOURTWENTYFOUR- POUNDS OF BIRD-ShownBIRDShown- holdingholdong this adultadult-
trumpeter

adult-
trumpetertrumpeter swan is Lloyd S . DavisDovi s of SelawikSelawk, , Alaska . CapCap-Cap-
tured

¬.-

turedturedonon the Bremner River , a tributary of the Copper River inIn-

southcentrol
in-

southcentralsouthcentralsouthcentrol Alaska , swans were dyeddyedpurplepurple to assistaasist{ slst in.nnin-

tracing

..-
ntracingtracing their migration . Lloyd Davis workedworkedasas a fieldfieldassIsassisassIs-assIst-
ant

assist-
ant

¬-

tant on the researchresearchprotectprojectprotectproject-
Photo

protect-
Photo

protect-
Photo

.

-PhotoPhoto- by PETE SHEPHERD
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THREE WEEKS OLD-ByOLDBy- the time thislis small , iit.ititNit,.* willwillnotnot fly until October when it willwi " pro-propro-
x

pro-

white

pro-

white

-

white cygnet reaches the age ofofsiXsiXx weeks ,
bablyboblyboblyweighbablyweighweighweighaboutabout 18lBlBpounds18poundspounds .

it willwillweighweigh 99oror 10 pounds . BoBorn mIn JuneJunePhoto, -PhotoPhoto- by PETE SHEPHERD

TRUMPETER SWANS NEST IN ALASKA
ByI\yIyfly\ JILL.JILL.111.1111.11111. . , SIIKI'HKIUSIIKIHKIUSIEI'IlERUSIEIIlERUSIIEI'HSIIEIHSIEI'IlERU-

Staff

{ '' " :1111: f))

StaffSwff WriterWrlto'rWrltorWriter-

One

Writer-

hie

'

OneOn( hie. of01 theI1IP least-knownleastknownIpa"t-knowlIIpa"tIpatknowlIIpa"tknowlI-
waterfowl

leastknown-
waterfowl

" --
waterfowl in111fit Al.iskaAliskaAlaskaAI.IAII. ka isI the1111tietiet-
rumpeter 'trumpetertrumpdcr .swanswan"wmwmswam." , ,. a migrantnllWlU1lnllWlU1-
lwhll'h

migrant-
whichwhichwhll'hwhllh' breedsbrI'CbrIC' ", andtrodand'Iltrodnestsnests'IlIl'' l " innlfit pot-potpubpot-
hol

pub-
holes

| xiU-
holeshol (' asaat", farIdT northIiorul asa , thethp MHFt .

Yukon flatsflatH .

Alaska'sAlaskasAlaHka ' trumpetertrulllppl'rtrulllpplr!' swanswamswam-

population
wallwall-

populatIOnpopulation of betweenhl'lI'PIIlxeleenhl'lhll' \\I'PIII'PIIIPII\% % ' 1Il)00l00l)00-
mid

,
' ,0000,00-

and
>,) () < >

andmid 2,00(120012OU2,0002000,. () ( birdslnrd centers'pnto'rpntor(' ' inIII thetl1the-
lutlicontral

the-
southcenlnd

<'lutlicontralbouthll'iltmlbouthlliltmlsouthcenlndbouthll'iltmlrl'glonsouthcenlndregion' regionrl'glonrlglon' ,. .iccord-.iccordll'ord-ll'ordllordaccord-accord-accord-
ing

., .iccord-
.gto

ll'ordI-
II

' ,' -

III/IIIingIIIto.. .gtogto. /: tofit hethpthe( UII11 S FishF'hhFhhFishand' and.1111111111. WildWlld-WlldWild-Wlld-

hI'I
Wild-

life
¬-

lifehI'IhII'' ServiceSl'rVIISlrVIIServi' ( pI, wliKwhllwhir hIfhlml\lfit!\lIIIC,7l'rlrIIIC,7IIIC71457' >,7 inilllIiTlIi-
Ttllltl'd

,
tiatedtllltl'dtllltldhated' AlaskanAIa"kanAI a"kanakan" studiestudle .

TheseThoseThp p swanWIII, spend1)'lId1lIdspendsummers)( ' summerssummers-
mainly

" 'lTlllll'rlTlllllr' ' ,
mainly1IIU1111y1IIU1111 y inIII the111file<' lower100\I'r100I'rIr\' CopperCopper-
liver

( ''ppl'rpplr'ppl'r-
fll ' '
Riverliverfll[ wr valleyV111< 1\11al' \ ,. althoughal tholl/hthollh/: thetlilthe-
Tanana 'Tanana K.verKverH.vPrHvPrRiver. valleyVHlll'vVHlllv' andImd the1111the-
Kenai

'

KenaiKI'IIHIKIIIHI' Peninsula1'1'1II1I"lIla111II1IlIla' ' " alsoal " , conUin'olll1\1n'olll1olll11ncontain'olll11n-
substnntlUl

contain-
substantial

' \
substantialsubstnntlUl numbersnUlllbl'rnUlllblr' of01 trum-trumtrtnn-trtnntrum-

SWailb
tru-

mpl't
trtnn-

peter
-

pl'tpltpeter' r SWailbswans"ImIm" ,. .

uu.neuuneSomlSome. ' trunpeU'rtrunpeUrtnwlpl'tt'rtnwlplttrlniripet'rlniripetrlniripet'rtwins' ' swiuis-twinstwins- WIUI makemaklmake-
the 'thetill' longIon/IonIonnurth"ard/: ,. northwardnurth"ardnurthardnurth"ardouml'V" journevlournev) ouml'VoumlV' toto-
nest

to-
nestnest in AlaskaA"IHkaAIHka" eachl'uehlueheachspring' spring"prillprillspring-
front

" !
fromfront such"ul'1iul1i" ' farawayfarawllI arc-asarcasal'l'aHallaHareas' -' asaas-
Vancouver

"
VancouverVrull'OllVl'rVrullOllVlr' ' IslandhllUlIl ,. BritishBrllI hBritishh-

Columbia
B-

ritishColumbiaColumbia . DependingJ'W'JIhn/J'W'JIhnJWJIhnJ'W'JIhnupon)( ' '( /( uponupon-
winter

upon-
winterwinter conditionsl'omhlomh' lIon " ,. otheroth'rothrother-
swans

,'
swans" "WIWI" mayilia I spendpl'lIdpllId' the-thethltheentire-' entiremtmentire-
year

'

yearvpar inIII oneonl' comparativelyconpaxatiselvCOnpll/'IlIJCOnpll'IlIJIlIJconpaxatiselv-
small

, /' wlvwlv-
slllllilsmallslllllilslllllilrlllmsmallregionregionrl/-llmrlllm'/-( inIIIto AlaskaAlaska-

In

Alli kltklt-
InIn aIt throe-yearthroeyearthrl"ltrthree-yearthreethrl" - \"ltr"ltrltr\ " study ofof-

trulllpl.tt'r
of-

trumpetertrumpetertrulllpl.tt'rtrulllpl.ttrtrulllplttr. ' swansWWI , PeterPetRt K.KKKE.I\E.IE.hEhE.I-
Shepherd

.. \ .

Shepherd foundfhund ,. from tendingbandinglandingbanding-
rPlurn

[landing-
returnsreturnsrPlurn" ,. that offspringoff"Jllin/-off"JllinoffJllinoff"Jllinof" /-( ofofaof-
plllr

of-
pair

a
pairplllr ofofswansswiuisswanswlm " returnl'I.turnlI.turnlIturn'.

Uto> their111their-
place

'lrlr'lr-pla1
<'placepla1(' ' of birth to nestIIP t andIUIIImidmid-

ratraise1111rat or-orortheirI'- theirIhl'lrIhllr' ownOWII youngvoun/vounvounTh/: TheyTh\ThThuyTh-
mav

Thuy-
may

, ' \
maymav useUHP theIII I' sameam" nest1I1

' t forfor-
'l'vl'rul

for-
severalseveral'l'vl'rullvlrul' ' ' yearsYI'arYIar' .

Thl'I'llIll' ' '( ,

trumlll'l'rtrumllllrtrumpeter' ; ' swatsWIU " t' 011-011on-on01-
1truet

on-
struc

-

structruet t a ulIlqulunique' IIInest' t ofofrlredgI'dIdrlredg-rlredgrlredg-
od

<, ' -

I'c-upI'cIcupodupod' !-up roolroots" 1'1'0111110111front'' thlthe' fxttomlbottom) ofof-
shallowhulowshallow! luklakes." . 1'1\11'1111The' \' 1I"t1Itnests. "

", .,

lIIell8unngmeasuring thrl'pthrlpthree' to "IXIXsix" I'l'ptIlptfeet'' IIit ,.

dIdiametern1l'tl'rn1ltlr' ' arare, ' motmost, oflA'lIoflAlIoften' builtbuilt-
ou

built-
outououtt from tilldie' Inkllake' shornhol'lholl' ' . SI'I'IISIIIISeenSI'I'II-

trolll

Seen-
from

' '
trolllfrom ththe" mrair ., 1\1a\1typllultypllultypunl, trum-trum-trum1-
1"IA'r

trum-
peter

-
11"IA'r11IArpeter11"IA'r.l" ' 4wnrn\\.l.l\\ .,! ' nlnest' t upl'uruplurappear, ' , toto-
look

to-
looklook Itklike, ' 1\1at\"doughllutdoughllut1"doughllut"doughnutdoughnut"doughllut1" ., " \\11WittWitt-
ill

\ \ tlltl-
ltilttiltill'" opsineat IIIIn ththe, ' I"lIu'rlIurcenter" ' ofofaofasof-
I

aasas-

eIe lrire< IIIe' ofofwatl'rofwaterwatl'rwatlrwater' .

ThlThe' swansswanstxop"ImIm" -txoptxop"-, "opop") up roohrootsroots-
antianti\ \ I tli ththeir. , , 1,1'1111feet,' ., movmovingIll/IllIlltill/: tilltil-
lmltl'rl1

ill (

mltl'rl1mltlrl1maternalmltl'rl1lthmaternalWith, ' .! \\lthlthWith\\ thl'lIthllItheir' hlllhills . Ithethe-
fenudc

h , '

fl'mallflmallfenudc' ' ( p"IIpIIpenp"II"U" ) /-"U"UUgeuv.I'llgeuv.IllgeuvIll/-(" .
. I ,'ill! { IHhsits OilonOi-

ltill
on-

thetillthe' III"tIIItnest' " will" 1111 Ii, tlltthe' 111,111111111male, ' <( c oh )

ppasses," " ,, bulldlabuilding mll'rll.I.lmllrllI.lmllrllIlmateritil" ' . toto-
hl'r

to-
herhl'rhlrher' .

BI'IBIIHecausc' 1U< l 0/0of0tllI'lr/ tllI'lrtllIlrtheir' l'XU'II'VlXUIIVextensiveextensive-
hx'towwater

' ' " ' , '

IKow-wllt"rIKowwllt"rwlltrhx'tow-waterhx'towhxtowwater' ! -- " pl'Iblll/pl'IblllplIblllpl'Iblll"ooJprobogssciwlrprob' , ogs-sciwlrogssciwlrogssciwlrt-
ng

/: -"ooJ"ooJooJ- " >-
IIIgtng up nlnest' t matcrlalhmaterials widmadwi-
dll'edHltrulllpl'u'r

ma-
dfeedingtrumpeterll'edHl/-trulllpl'u'rll'edHllledHltrulllpl'u'rtrulllplurfeeding-trumpeterfeedingtrumpeter' /:- ' ' "WIllISWIllISswans" ofll'lIoflllIoftenofll'l-
I"PI'ar

often-
appear

'

"PI'arPIarappear" )( ' ru"tl-ru"tlrutlru"tlIorust-coloredrustcolored" ( -<- '(} Io 'dd' ., a. stun-stunstun-
tng

1> 1I11-1I111I1-

1mg

-

mgtng from tilethe Iron IIIin ththe" wall'rwallrwaterwall'r-
and

water-
and

'
and 1'1'0111110111front'' bottolllbottom VPg"UltlOlIVPgUltlOlIvegetation" .

ThpThe fl'mlllflmlllft-innIcftinnIc'- " actualactually! v 'I'glllIgllltx'gmstxgmstx'gms-
laying

!''' '
IUYIIIlaying! hprher "ggggeggs" " durlll/-durlllduringdurlllIII"t/-( III"tIIItnestIII"t-
I

nest-
construction ' "
IconstructionIIIIStrul hall . ShShe" laylays 0111oneone-
every 'PVPtevery) dllYday ., untiluntil1muntilan1man uaverageaverage-
total

vl'raglvlragl' '

tolwltotaltolwloftotalofof Ii\IifistIi"gg\{'' "ggggeggs" " n", 'I'hl'dIhldreached(' ' )( ' ' .,

"JillJillsome" " blllltime' III111111early"arlyarlyearly"( slayIav .

1'umpp/pr'umppumppprIumpeter' / swansWIU1 ' IIIII l!thethe-
southern

,,
outhl'MlouthlMlsouthern' IlIirtparts of Ala"kaAlakaAlankhAl ankh" 111'11111areare-
now ' '

1I0Wnow 111fit UtIthe' prOprofess( " , h oroforIIptofnestIIptnestIIpt-
bulldlll

nest-
building

,
bulldlll/bulldlllbuildingbulldlllThp/( ThpThe Illlin ( ubatlOliubationubatlOli-
ppn'HI

ubation-
panedppn'HIppnHIpaned' for ththe. I/-gIgeggs' /-( " Is" alxHltatxutalxHlt-
'F

)

'FF' 15; duvdays" ,.

ThThe" 11I"tlil/11I"tlil11Itlilnesting11I"tlillI'rri." /: lI'rrilIrriterritorws' tOI\tOItOIof\( '" ofof-
trumpI'to'r

of-
trumpetertrumpI'to'rtrumpItortrumpeter' ' WIUIswans, ' Ir!are" larwlargelarw-
"r'fl'rnn

large-
"referring

!

"r'fl'rnnrflrnn""referringreferring{' ' g a ,011011,olitarNWr\WrWrpx\ px-pxcxis-cxis,-

l.I'I'pl.IIplIIptepee. ' )( ' ., a IIInesting' tlll/tllltlll1'1111/: 1'111111111pair' wrllwillwrll-
dn

will-
drivedndriveVI ' out M\ManyMotipr\ otiprotter, swanwall 111-111In-In11-

1trud.ts
In-

truders
-

trud.tstrudtstruders, . . ThlThe' Ie obof ) stayshlYs withwitwith-
hi

)

hihis 1II.lh1IIlhmate. ' lorfor Illlthe' I'llIllentire' till' suersuer-
mar

u 110-11011-
0IIIl'r

-
IIIl'rIIIlrmar' ., 11I.111I1I/11I.111I1Ihelping11I.111I1Ihl'r. /: hl'rhlrher' 1.111.to, o" "IT'rITrgres-gres",gres-
sivelti !"'-siveltilvl'hlvlh' dl'llIIlldlllIIlldefend' ( tIthe" .' nos""

, '", IUIIIandIUIII-

II( yygnctsnl'tnlt'. fromfront sir" " hIn pr'dlltoprdlltopredatorspredators-
its

, ' "
its' " Ix'IUIxIUloins' ' ., othoft rroH'nlllrs ., \\oH'nllloH'nllloHnlllWolseri\ ! ' nosnos-
and 'IUIandIUIc'aglrandeagles)[ c'aglrcaglreagleseagles'-

I'he

' '
Th'I'heIhe' ' ,' II\l'ruIIl'rulruanenago\ ' 1' 10Itfe1'111' ' span'1,1111111' , otofot-

trulllpl't
of-

trumpetertrulllpl'ttrulllplttrumpeter' ", 1V1lIIswans' IIIfit thl'lrthllrtheir' "ridridwildwild-
entnron.nent

"
entnron.nententnronnent" 1\\1\111011,111'1111011,111'111101111111,. ' t Iis" prohlprobably, bl I .11about. t.utu. I

2021)21) searsl'lIrbllIrb' . (1th'r1thrOther( , ' swans, wall hhavehave-
tien

1\11-
Ix

< \' "

Ixti-entien-"
'IIII' kllowlIknown 10to IIlate\I' oVl'roVlroveroVl'rCII' CIISalCI-

II'ar

Sa-
lNears

,

\I'arI'arIarNears\' 111in IIlptl\IIlptlIIlptlIhaplataly( \ IhIh1111., \\11111111"fillfill\" <( sumssums-

have
onl(

hlvphave, IowdIned ItHIKItHI( ) \II\'yearsyears-

'lYumtx't

.
1'urnpl'l'rurnpllr1'urnpl'l'r'lYumtx'tlYumtxt' 'urnpl'l'r.U' '' , ' r ssms, \\.U.U\, ., " allart pm-pmpro-propm-

h
pr-

ott
--

htt' ,( h.dhd. d blby statet.ltltltl. ' ,1111111111and, 1<federalfederal-
Iaws

' , kr,1Ikr1Ikr,1I-
I.IW

,

I.IWIIWIaws.
" . 1111I his lIIaJImalesLr. tll ., r.nrnrarer.n,-

11'rfmI
rare-

Wat'rfottl

. '

\\,11'rfmI,11'rfmI11rfmIWat'rfottlWatrfottl\ , ; ' ,
., whll'hwhllhwhichwhll'hrl'udllwhichrein' rl'udllrludllrein' , tin'stinstin'-

sweights

'

wplghtweights of 1111(111( J'JlIIlIlJJlIIlIlpounds' andantiandatat-at-at-

tmn
at-

tins
-

tmntins" IIl'urhIIlurhnearlyIIl'urhhpVl'uf' hpVl'u-fhpVl'uhpVlufseven-fartsevenfart' - K<> ttIllg\\IllgIllgwingwing-
spmaats

\
spmaatsptlI' ", ,

.,
dltorn)( ' ", not l'I'pI'IHlulIpIIHlureprolu'' ' ( ( Iee-

rapidly

'

rdpldlyrapidly lIornor willwillswansswansWIIII vpnulTlventireventire-
into

'

Inuinto, nl'wnlwnew' h'rrltoryhrrltoryterritory' rlIIhreadily' ,, .

I\duIduAdult\ I t swainsWUII q 11111)11111ma'pa-

ir

mapa-

ir

)
.'
plur utfit flllthethe-

ago

'

aglago' of two bulbut .IdomIdomseldom. 1"I'd1Idbrood1"I'd-
IK'lol

brood-

before
"" '

IK'lolIKlolbefore' (' 11)11the)[ . aglage' 01of tI\I1tII1three\('' uror four .

If 1lInesting' tlll/tllltlllwaa/: swatswaa arare< ' dldisturbeddisturbed-
they

turl,1turl1turl,1t-
hl'Y

)( ,
thl'YthlYthey' may aballdonabandon thplrtheir CHnest' t ., "-
1I0tnot tot) trtryy 1l/-(1Il111l(1Il111Il11again/-( until tJIIthe' fol-foltol-tolfol-
IOIIII

tol-
liowrng

-

IOI\III/IOIIIIliowrngIOIIIIprIll\ /: prIll/prIllsprungprIll-

II

/: ,.

( ) IIif n\ Oilon thlthe' "JurthJurthNorth" AmPliclU1AmencttnAmPliclU1-

cOIIIIIH'lIt

Amencttn-
continentcOIIIIIH'lItcOIIIIIHlItcontinent' dopdues tJIIthe' Irulllpdl'rIrulllpdlrtrimtx'tertrimtxterIrulllpdl'rI-

UI

' ', \\IUIIUIWain\ Oiloccurur IIIm thlthethlIld' \\IldIldwild\\ ,. TIII'YTIIIY't'heytheyTIII'YI-

VI

't'hey-

moire

' ' 'IVImoire'(' ' thouIhtthouyhl'!,( IIparhnearlyIIparhPxtllllPxtllllextontextont-
until

( tt-

ulltolulltoluntilulltolalxutuntilaboutalxutabout, JO1(111( Ipltyears, a/-oaoago/-( IUlIltuna

, Ininto, P thltthat, lOlltime! ' havlhave' 1"1'111111been" ' uu-uuun-unuu-
dl'r

un-
der

-
dl'rdlrder' ananIOUan-tausantaus-,\IOUIOU'\ oll'rYollrYohsorsation' ' atllH! Itoto-
bird

.
IMdbird IDYllovers' ' 111111110I1till [ 0I1tottr tJthe". 1011-10111011-

tUII'1I

( oat-oatoa-

ttinent

-

tUII'1ItUII1Itinent' t..


