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(, keynote tp-h:r at the Alaska Federation of Natives convention last week is dwufad by the banner which stressed the 1991 theme of
. of and preserving the culture. “The only successful genocide is culturalcide. You can kill a people but they remain
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don’t have the strength of
spirit and character to maintain
their hold on the land.

~ Clark, the keynote speaker

Federation of Natives conven-
tion spoke on the theme of
1991, That is the year when,
according to the ANCSA
document’s current wording,
shareholders of the 12 Alaska
Native Corporations can sell
their stock, and other protec-
tions to the stock will be
removed.

Although 1991 is eight years
away, it is recognized that if
any of these protections are to
be maintained or altered to suit
the current and future needs
of Alaska Natives, agreement
must be reached among them.

Clark's talk spoke of unity of
purpose and strength of char-
acter, and the need to depend
only on themselves to make
the future work. '

“No mechanism or organiza-
tional structure ever construc-
ted can ever preserve the im-

portant rights to the people
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ples as diverse as are the Alaska
Natives, Clark said they must

not be so wide and divisive a

tives are striving for.

Cultural foundation must be -

maintained, said Clark who
told the assembled delegates
that “AFN has to be more than
just a symbol. It has to be a
shared vision.”

He reminded the group that
included young babies and also
great-greatgrandparent  Elders
that they must maintain their
cultural heritage. “The only
successful genocide is cultural-
cide. If you kill off a people
and their culture still exists,
they remember who they were
and what they stood for. If

you kill a culture and not the -

people, you can do anything
you want with them because

they don't remember who they
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of laughter from the crowd.

He urged them to beware of
lawyers and legislators, to “pet
in and get out™ when they seek
legislation and to “use lawyers
when you need them but don't
let them do your thinking for
you.”

As for stock and corporation
alienation, Clark urged the peo-
ple to take a hard look at their
corporations and keep those
business ventures that warrant
keeping and get rid of those
that don't.



