matter of 1991 and it became
abundantly clear that all dele-
gates were aware, interested
and involved. The Westward
Hilton ballroom was packed at
any time that 1991 was dis-
cussed and younz and old
listened quietly and attentively
as they considered their op-
tions,

It became obvious as the
days wore on and the conven-
tion resolutions were passed
that none of the participants
wanted to sell their stock and
all wanted to retain control
of their land and stock.

The convention presented

discuss future

nine special resolutions on the
1991 issue in addition to 62
resolutions on a myriad of
other concerns,

The resolutions passed on
1991 were mostly those that
had been formulated by AFN
staff working at two retreats
of representatives of the profit
and nonprofit corporations.
The resolutions concerned land
pratection, stock aliemation,
Elders, disenfranchised Natives
bomn after passage of the land
claims act.

But a new resolution was in-
cluded concerning *“tribaliza-
tion of village land,” The res-
olution was proposed by the
Association of Village Council
Presidents which stated that
the endorsed the concept
of “retribalization” of Natives'
lands  through the transfer of
ANCSA lands from village cor-
porations and regional corpora-
tions to tribal governments,
and recommended that all vil-
lages begin to consider the
possibility  of  retribalizing
ANCSA lands as a method for
protecting the future use and

(Continued on Page Three)
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disposition of their lands, in.
cluding reviewing the efforts
of regional villages which have
already considered such a
transfer, ¥t

Such a transfer already is
being considered - and acted
upon in Akiachak, which re-
cently tumed all village lands
over to the [RA council and
voted to remove itselfl from its
second class city status.

The state of Alaska recently
issued a legal opinion stating
that Akiachak took the action
illegally and did not follow
proper procedure,

The amendment binds no
region or to anything
because it included a clause
inserted by Roy Huhndorf of
Cook Inlet' Region; Inc.
(CIRI) that states that any
region could decide to include
itself in or out of any such
I.TrI.I'IEEIT.IETlL

That amendment was in- .
serted in all but one resolution
upon motion by CIRI.

Huhndorf lost his attempt
to include the “opting out”
clause in the resolution dealing

with Edlers after Tanana Chiefs
Council president Spud. Wil-
liams objected.

“I don't mind Mr. Huhndor{

being agaimst - Native values.
And | don’t mind Mr, Hubn-

dorf being against “new Na.

AFN Chairman Charlie Johnson who served as master of ceremonies for the Tundra Times Banquet, congratulates Paul
Tiulana who was named AFN Man of the Year. Tiulana is head of the King Island Dancers which last year performed
the Wolf Dance for the first time in 50 years. Tiulana has worked at the Cook Inlet Native Association in teaching tra-
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tives.” But when Mr, dorf

: f E
“ders T have to draw the Tine,”
said Williams, i

He argued against including
the amendment in the Elders
resolution because “This is the
only chance our Elders are
going to get to get a part of
the seéttlement, If we
this amendment, | don’t think
any corporation should be able
to opt out and not give the El-
ders the benefits that we may
be able to get Congress to
mandate by law.”

Such Elder benefits could
include pension plans, convey-
sion of insurance policies to a
monthly payment to each El-
der and other plans, according
to discussion at the retreats.

Huhndorf said the CIRI
board of directors wanted the
Mexibility to be able to select
plans for their Elders that may
go beyond those which may
be proposed by the Congress.

CIRI argued that the resolu-
tion would “actually hurt our
activities in helping our Elders.
We have the first low income
housing project for Elders in
Anchorage,” said Huhndorf,
who listed other CIRI plans
for Elders.

John Schaeffer argued that
the resolution doesn’t mandate
any specific action. “All we
are trying to do is get added
benefits for the Elders."”

The opting amendment failed
with the Ahtna, Aleut, Bering
Straits, Bristol Bay, Chugach,
CIRI, Koniag, Aleutian Prib-
ilof, Bristol Bay Native Corp.,
Copper River, KANA, North
Pacific Rim, CINA, and Ka-
werak corporations voting in
favor and the majority voting
against,

ditional crafts to young people.

One Elder, Pauldine Carlo,
who spoke during the debate,
left the group with food for
thought when she said she has
been al many conventions and
meetings where Elder benefiis
were discussed. I am sick and

tired of people saying they are

going to do this and that for
the Elders and as soon as the
meeting is over, it is forgot-
ten.” She was applauded.

The question of Elder partic-
ipation was discussed during
the workshop sessions and
Reggie Joule of Kotzebue,
who works with the Inupiat
Hitqusiat, said the AFN might
consider forming an advisory
statewide Elders’ Council to
oversee the AFN board of di-
rectors, just as each NANA
Region village has Eldens’
councils to oversee village
council activities.

The resolutions passed by the
convention will now be taken
back to AFN staff which will
work with attorneys to stant
drafting legislation to be pre-
sented by Congress.

Attorney Ken Bass who has
worked with AFN on the 1991
issue for years, said the drafl-
ing of law will be difficult be-
cause many very complex is
sues will be included, “We are
going into some areas that have
never been touched before,”
said Bass.

The 1991 resolutions are:

Shall develop and request the
Congress to ensct additional
mechanisms which achieve this
goal of continuing Native owner-
ship of Native lands.

No ANCSA corporation either
regional or village should be com-
pelled by federal or state law to
implement any new restrctions
on the dsposition of land or

stock, but thet ssch corporation
should make its choices from a
uniform set of options, and

That the ANCSA restrictions
ageinst alienation of stock should
be continued indefinitely, but
each corporation should be given
the choice of "opting out” of
those restrictions.

Endorses the prior efforts of
the Alaska Federation of Natives
in this srea and directs AFN to
conduct a thorough study of the
practical and legal implications of
changing the vehicle for imple-
menting the sattlement This
study should examine the follow-
ing options. :

1. Membership organizations
combining MNative wvelues and
traditions with compatible as-
pects of Western comporations,
2. Tribal organizations, both
traditional and IRA.

3. Separating the land from
the business and using ditferent
organizational vehicles to man-
age the different assers.

Endoryes the prior efforts of
AFN in this ares and directs AFN
to undertake 3 thorough study of
the practical and legal implice-
tion of making sure that individ-
ual Natives born after December
18, 1871 should share in ANCSA
as & birthright, This study shall
include consideration of the fol-
lowing specific issues:

1. The definition of "Native”
for purposes of the settlement.
2 The pomibility of Natives
receiving stock as a birthright,
but not immediately upon birth,
rather uging meachanisms such &
no stock at birth and full vest-
ing of stock at maturity, use of
nof-yoting stock st birth and
converion 10 voting stock at
miaturity,

3. Different classes of stock.

4. Whether there should be a
uniform way of treating msues
for all ANCSA corporations.

6. Providing participation in the
settlement for Natives born be-
fore December 18, 1871, who
were left out of the current

Struciure,
6. Maechanisms for dealing with

new MNatives whose anCestral
roots go back to two or more
regions or villages.

Endorses the prior efforts of
AFM in this area and directs that
AFN conduct a thorough study of
the options that each ANCSA
corporation might use to prevent
any ownerghip of stock by non-
Natives after 1991, This study
will gwsmine the practical and
legal aspects of the following
options:

1. Complete prohibition on sell-
ing or transferring stock by in-
heritance or otherwise.
2. Permitting sale or trarmsfer of
stock only to the corporation
that issued the stock or 1o Na-
tives that already owned that
ftock,
d. Permitting sale or transfer of
itock only to Natives or Native
organiations.
4. Requiring the specific ap-
proval of the corporation before
selling or transferring stock,
6. Limiting the ambunt of
stock that one person could sell
in & given pariod of tiome and/or
the amount of stock one share-
holder could own,
6. Uulizing the nght of fim
refusal and/or limitation of vor-
_ing rights to Natives as pErmIt-
ted under the ANILCA amend-
ments 10 ANCSA.
7. Creating different classes
of stock for Natives and non-
MNatives.
8. Using voting trusts to pre-
serve Natve control regardiess
of ownership of the stock.

A Elimination of stock.

Shall request Congress to alter
the structure of the Alaska Natre
Claims Settlement Act to suthor-
ize Native corporations to provide
social benefits 1o their Elders, and

Reguest Congress to exempt
such benehits from consderation
by federal and stave agencies for
eligibility for programs for the
Elders provided by thoss sgencies.

Endorses the concept of re
tnibalizaton  of  Natwve (ands
through the transfer of ANCSA
lands from willage corporaiiong
gnd transfer of ANCSA lands
from village corporations and re-
gional corporations 1o tribal gow-
grriments, and

Recommends that all wilages
immediately begin 1o consider the
possibality of retribalizing ANCSA
jands ms & method for protecting
the future use and deposition of
their lands, including reviewing
the efforts of regeonal wvillages
who have siresdy considered such
& trangher

Recommends the combining
of efforts and resources of all re-
gional and willage ANCSA corpor-
ations to address asues and prob-
lems of 1991 that are common to
us all,

That the Alaska Federation of
MNatives, on behalf of, and in con-
junction with the above-listed par-
tcipants, be suthorized 1o pre-

pars a comprehensive study of
all sues, including pOStpORSMen |
with alternatives and ection
chowces relating to 1881, and pre-
sent smid report to the delegates
msembled ar the next AFN Con-
vention.



