Native leaders
differ over
subsistence

Alternatives debated
hy GealT Rennedy

fur the Tumira Times
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Uhat s how three Nalive spokestiien
Lharacicnee Tl:lll.ll“ll.'-ulllrl'h I TRIETS
MNarve groups rying Wo ensire sih
sistence hunting and ishing rghts

“There's o willingness 1o ik, |
don’t see people stop talking to ach
other or stop working  with gach
odher,”” said Julie Koka, presiden ol
the Aldska Federuinn ol Nalives

The AFN board last week e
affirmed its position in favor of chang,
ing the Alnskn Constitution o provide
4 subsistience preference lor rurnl
Alaskans

Kotk saupd the bourd recogniees that

coptitiieg o Pogn sovnlsen



e Subsistence alternatives

coritmia fioen pags oiw

iy Allska Natives want & constiie
toml  amendment 0 provide a
preference for Natives. But, she sund,
the boaed et with the Bush Coucus,
Senate Pressdent T Kelly, R
Anchorage, House Speaker Sam Cot
ten, D-Eagle River, amd Gov. Steve
Coovwper i concluded the vores aren’l
there for u Natve preference,

lnstewd, Kitka smd. the board com
mitted the AFN o workimg on rural
preference legistution already pro
pused by Cowper and Rep, Georpe
Jacko, 1-Pedro Bay. She sud AFN an
torneyy are wiorking on amending the
existing proposals wooanclude language
addressing  Native culiures  and
pradilions

1 don’t thank we ‘re divided. We're
ml doinge battle with AFN at all, ™
salil Robernt Willued, president of the
Southesst Native Subsistence Cony
mssion. The commusswn, consisting
of representatives from 23 Southeast
Alaska  communities, Tormed  Jast
month o comcentrute only o soh.
SISICICE |NSEES

The commssion supports amencding
the constitution o pawide a Nitive
prelerence

“We're hangang our hears on the
culture and the youwth, — he sand
Wtk sand e grow up i a Fish camp
in Angoon and he wants b doughier
to be able o lve 1o her Natve colture
as well

“That's what this frghe i all b ™

Willard disagrees with the rural
prelerence.

That, Willard sawd, would return the
st 1o the situstion that existed belore
the State Supreme Court declared the
stite law unconstitutional. The coun
ruled in December that the existing
rural preference luw unfairly treated
its citzens secording to where they
live

“The AFN approach s a quick fix
to et back inte complnce (with
lederal law) with no consideration for
improvement. “Rural’ has not been
defined. | don't see huw it can be. [
leaves too much 1o the interpretation
ol o less-than-sympathetio  judicial
sysietn, he saul.

Willard supports o resolution in:
trocluced  last week by Rep. Koy
Wallis, D-Fort Yukon, Wallis pro-
poses amending the consiiution o

wovide o subsistence preference Tor

ative and rural Alaskans

“"We have great faith i the Alasku
clectorate,” Willurd - said 1 think
Ihw:}"ilundur.-tnm! arwd yote according:
M

Willurd disngrees with the cinten:
tom by Congressmin Don Young, B
Aduska, thert o Natve preference woald
divade the stute. 10 s Dot o race issue,
Willard sid

% Cigeht to mntbon culiares ™

Paul Swietzol of the Alaska Natyve
Coalion agrees with Willwrd. A
Nutive preference, Swetzol saud, 5 o
hosed on fiace, but on the slinical
status of tnbes



