BLM: We’'re not
trying to halt
creation of park

by Holly F. Reimer
Tundrs Times reporter

Despite reponts thst the Bareaw of
Land Management is altemnpting to
halt the creation of the Alaska Native
Heritage Park, BLM officials say they
are working with park representutives
1o figure oul how the park can procesd
and follow federul requirements.

A strict set of rules wis set up in a
masier plan when the Bicentennial
Purk was established in 1974, The
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Heritage Park will be within Bicenten-
nial Park, so BLM is just making sure
ANHP officials follow the rules in
onder o protect senditive strips of lund,

The 40-acre park will be
I near Tudor and Buinr Roads
in South Anchorage. The land is con-
trolled by the um.r.:lpdil;f of An-
:hc-rl » but must be mansged under

standards.

glm Hays, executive director of
e park and head of the Cook
Inlﬂ Region Inc. Foundation, suid a
number of agencies must approve the
park before it's a sure thing. She said
some of the agencies have up to eight
teps which must be followed before

any type of approval Is granted.
he said the resson why BLM is in-
volved is to make sure the park's
federal patemt doesn’t get violated,
otherwise the land could revert back
to the stute or the federul government .

ANHFP's onginal site plan needs 1o
be reconsidered and OK'd by BLM
and a number of other sgencies belore
a lease agreememt can be made, ac-
cording o a BLM official.

Basically what ANHP officils have
b o i redesign the park’s lsyout in
arder (o comply with regulations that
SUIE CETtREN areas are sensitive within
the planned park site and most be
protected

Dick Vermmen, BLM  district
manager in  Anchorage, said the
burean has been working with ANHP
officials since the beginming and will
continue working with ANHP until
everything 8 Ninalized.

"“The Fur North Bicentinnml plan of
1974 states that the greenbelt must be

rotecied. . and in their proposal they
tiadd lnkes, which are not recommended
in the plan, and they had villages in
the greenbelt, So we'll be working
with them until it's finalized, " Ver-
nimen said.

Hayx said since the park's focus is
on the outdoors, park designers were
unaware of n:g Frmhh *l.nln the
park land s

But, she said, the plm did have a
few manmade lakes throughout the
park.

S0 Hays and other ANHF officials
went back and moved villages and
lnkes wround 1w contour them 1o the

gite, therefore making less of an.

and rving the It.

tna Inc. President Debbie
Fullenwider said she met with an
ANHP officinls to discuss the pro-
the two businesses

:lr: uﬁu nlmﬂ which

subsidiary of Eklutna Inc., was go-
none park makes

“I feel that this would be good for
all of us, We're all Native,"" she said
The Bklutna park site is located at
mile 25 of the Glenn Highway.
"'People :ml:lgnllm— to the
— and then on 10 Thunderbird
ull and Eklutna Lake,"" Fullenwider
sanid.
Hays said the heritage park board
did a site review of more than 30

parcels of land through a professionnl

company which specifically does
feasibility stuchies, and she said the
Tudor/Baxter location was a prime
location for the heri park.

She said it is in the imterest of
the park to be able to operute on
year-round hasis so the location meets
their objectives,

The park location ties in perfectly
with the already existing Bicentennial
Park, and Hays said the heritnge park
can only enhance that.

“For instance our tratl system can
casily tie in with the existing ski tratls
und use of our parking facilities can
be used by all pauk users,”" she suid.
“It's for everyone. "'



