Knowles says he’'d continue
service level in rural Alaska

by Geoll Kennedy
Po 1 Trnddvm Thees

Editor’s note: This is the first in a
sertes of articles the Tindra Times will
be running on candidates for gaver-
nor and llewrenant governor.

Democratic gubernstorial candidate
Tony Knowles promises o keep ser-
vices to rural Alnskn mt their same
levels, despite declines in stute
revenues.

Knowles says he trimmed the budget
by 10 percent during his two terms as
Anchorsige mayor from 1982 through
1987. He says that process took

several years of not replacing
employees as they quit or retired, That
gradunl of attrition, he siys,
enabled him to maintain scrvices
daﬂsltn dwindling revenues.
nowles says he'd continue that
process as governor but he wouldn't
speculmte on boow much he plans 1o
irim the state l:mdﬁl
In fact, he says he expocts 1o have
money (0 continue state services
because of the expanding state
economy and becavse of continued
ledernl programs available 10 the state.
Knowles steered clear of specifics
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hoowles savs, an governor, he
wortld Fiod sy 1o pay Tor repaining
Morthwest Alaskil sewer and winler
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Temy Knowles hay xpend 15 years in public service in Anchorage
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Knowles savs  village  residents
deserve adequote sewer, water and
clectre power services. He suys he'd
fighy 1o keep Power Cost Equalization
subrspidies o rurnl Alaskis ut the sbme

levels,
Knowlhess suys he'd preserve the
Rurnl Alasks Television MNetwork

despite claris by cnbies that the state
shiuld  get out ol 1he televigion
business. Knowles calls television an
unportant ool i education. Bur he
sbfs b asn't the governior s b o
decide which eleviston  programs
wiold be broadoast. He gokes  he
doesn 1 even have o siy about which
channels gt turned on i his own
e

Kiowles says the stile should ex

pand its mole m providing  pre-mutal
vare, carly chiddhood and adolescen
cdiscution, wuching parenl skills, ¢lean
waler and soled waste disposal

He says he doesn't plan 20 ¢l o
any stale services, bul he savs he'd
determime which services can beé priv
vided oy e efficiently ar the logul
level

Faced with extreme budget shiw-
fulls, Knowles savs, his fiest prionity
would be o reduce state spending
Mexl, he would work o buildd a local
tax Bt 1oor corrmumities as stute aid
o bl povermments would be phused
oul. At the same tne, he would re
yuire dustries o pay (or the agen
cies that regulate them, hor example,
the Departments of Fish and Game,
Matural Resources and Environmen

As governor, he
says he'd work to
protect those
cultures by support-
ing a state law to
preserve a sub-
sistence priority for
rural Alaskans.
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His third poommy would be o state
incone thx. That way, he says, rion
residents woulid hmve 1o pay Tor soame
ol the service they gel

SO gushiny of le ds the o, My
poue s o work showlider doo Somalides
with Alnskams o omake that happen,
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Koo les has spemt 15 years n
public service as Anchorage oy
andd on the Anchorage Assembly, as
well os on the North Pacihic Fishenies
Management Council

He owis part of twe Anchoge
restaurants. Koowles s married and
has: three children. Me's ived
Aluska wsince 1968, the yeamr e
graduated brom Yale Umniversity. He's
47 yenrs iilid



