Bootlegging continues
to be an important issue

by Eileen P. Macl.can
Tor ihe Tumdrs Thaws

JUNEAL — The issue of bootleg-
ging hay been o concermn ol the rorul
areas, especially s oopact on the lite,
satfety and health of people whiare ul-
lected by bootlegging sotivity

Many concerns are  continually
rwsed on this assue at local, rural
regional and statewide mecthings or
conferences. o [988, the statutes were
changed to increase penalties in locul
option areas. The stautes currently
prowide that bootlegging is a Class A
misademeanor i those communitics
which huve nol held o local option
clection, wnd o, hold o Diguor heense
vssued by the Alcohol Bevernge Con
il Board

However, within areas that have
pdopted locul option Liws, hootleg:
ping carries o penalty of o Class ©
Felomy which carmies o maaimum
S0 e and wp 1o Five yenrs in
] For g Firsy offense

For example, if a persim over the
e o TR s canghi and comvidied ol
sedbing Tuquor just once. this persion
contld receve o penally of five yeuars
ud gl Vhie severaty of this penalty is
siapethang we should be concermed
absinl becasise there i o Clear delines-
b betweon b viudividon] whe is o
Pt foe bontlegeer mod an individonl
whio has i prwog tecord of bosdlegging

Sty comnmumiies e state have
virted b baan the sabe aod nportition
ol wdeoholic beverages and have gone
Uy,

O thivse BU Commmnatees, T e in
Dhsirict 22 (Ambler, Buckland. Deer
g, Koo, Kevaling, Nouak, Noor
vik, Fot Lay, Sclawik, Shungnok
ard] Woaimwraghiny In additwm, 19 othes

ey cormmmminey have voted to ban

s sh ol dod personal consumption
ol alcobolic beverpges m their com
timtes O e, thiee are n
Dhistinet 22 (Anahtivib Pass, Pain
ope aid Moigpau |

Further,  seven  communifies
stilew ide have gone ““damp, - ban
g the sale ol gleoholic hevepapes
bkl lépully allivw g pvipnod o o
persoial consumption, whch cam
excecd the guantity specilicd by law

Harrow, Kotzebue, Hethel, Hushs,
Hewmna,  Nondalion amd  Pord
Adexinde

HBootlepgmg v these conmmmmties 1y
serons offense. Despine the positive
chunges muny compnanities have ex
prertenced trom exerctsing thear local
option laws, mmany are sl facing
serios prostrdens caused by boetleg
ging amd home brewing

Sen Johne Binkley, R-Bethel, has
maridoeed  legislation  tht  wonkid
clarity the wording of hallots used 1o
let mumcapalities and villages decule
whether  thes  want  aleohuolic
bevernges  The bl would regquire
mirre oo wordimg ome soecailled

bl opteon ™ ballods

For example, the term * beveraje
dispensary’ would become o *har
and a “package store” woald be e
leroedd v s b lwguor store

O espec il ly iportant provisio
of Senate Bl 297 would alliow the
Baklosts for b an Sateve Bingeoagees m ol
chitein 1oy Bnygtheshy amdd restracs the ballons
bon ppisd annies Discal gt ioati pssdice per o bes
trn . Senote Bl 297 possa] the Seoale
recenly anil s now making s wos
Pheemigh the House ¢onmmitiees

Wellure relorm

Flomise Bl 171 an st establishmg
i draining and cdocation progrism lo
capad employment opportumties for
rdevichuuly necching assistance curren
Iy ressdes nethe House Health Edues
o amd Social Services Committee
where potion 1o pass the bull our of

Inupiat Paitot
People's Heritage

OPINION

One especially im-
portant provision of
Senate Bill 297
would allow the
ballots to be in Native
languages in addi-
tion to English. . .

curimitiee s expected.

This is the enacting state legishation
required by federnl changes in the
Wellare Relorm Ag

| *-urpurri the expansion ol Adull
Busic Educotion Programs, under the
Tob Opportuminy and Basic Skills Pro
pran ol wiellire eform, as these pro
gt provide people in rorl Alaska
incentives,  opportunities  and
necessary servicey for employrment,
training and more participation i thei
cormmaniey

The JOBS progrom will provide
culucational activities . meludiong high
sohonl o equvalent education com
himed with job prmming s neeided,
basic and  remedinl education
achieve a basic luericy level, edocie
tor ol pmdivicdoads wath Troated Eoglist
proficiency  wid  career irnining
through post-secondary educatiom,

1wl be close Dy pracking this bl g
f toves  throagh the House
cornminees,




