
Lost VISTVISTAA VolunteerVolunteer-

And

Volunteer-

AndAndAndanan Old Eskimo
Land'sLands' End VillageVillage-

State
Village-

StateState of AlaskaAlaska-

September
Alaska-

SeptemberSeptember 15 ,. 19719731973-

Dear

1973-

Dear

:

Dear Howard ,

Some of the people here inIIIII-

Ithe

in-

thethe village who have been readingreading-

the

reading-

thethe letters inIII the Tundra TimesTimes-

thlllk

Times-

thinkthinkthlllk that some parts of themthem-

are
them-

areare too strong or negative . TheyThey-

think
They-

thinkthink that because I am an oldold-

man

old-

manman I live too much in the past .

These same people thinkthlllk thatthat-

Wally
that-

WallyWally Morton , my ex-VISTAexVISTAexVISTA-
friend

exVISTA-
friend

-

friend , is too young andandIdeallsandidealisidealisIdeallsidealis-idealis-

tic

¬,-

tic ,, so his judgment cannot bebe-

trusted
be-

trustedtrusted . But I believe that we aredredre-

Just

are-

justjust being realisticreallstrc about what is-

happening
isI-

Shappenlllghappeninghappenlllg to NativeNatrve people inIIIrnII-

IAlaska

rn-

AlaskaAlaska
AlaskaIf

If you remember ,, AN ACTACT-

Public

ACT-

Public( Public Law 92-203)92203)203- )) says inon thethe-

beglllnlllg

the-

beginningbeginningbeglllnlllg that "therethere" is an imim--Im-ImIm-

mediate
im-

mediate

¬-

mediate need for a fairfait anddnd justJust-

settlement
just-

settlementsettlement of all claims by NaNa-NaNa-

tives

¬,-

tivestlves and Native Groups of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka

¬.-

ka - Sec 2 (a )) . In the first place ,

the need for a "fairfair"fallfall" and just ""

settlement is not only immediateImmediate-
now

immediate-
nownow , it has been for some time ..

Where was the Congress beforebefore-
there

before-
therethere was an oilall strikestllke and anan-

energy
an-

energyenergy crisisCIISIS . The Natives andand-

Native

and-

NativeNative Groups have had the samesame-

needs
same-

needsneeds and claims for some time .

In the firstfllst letter thattl1at I wrotewrote-
to

wrote-
toto you , Howard , the problemsproblems-

t

problems-
aboutt about the power of the SecretarySecretary-
toto make decisions was bothenng-
me

bothering-
me

botheringbothenng
me . All of the power in one setset-

of
set-

ofof hands is not always the bestbest-

way
best-

wayway to make sure that a decisiondecISionI-

Sis fair and just.. Wally says that an-

agreement
anan-

agreementagreement with all of the discredscrediscre-, ¬.-

tionarytlon3ry power on one side is .11..-
1pretty

,,

pretty one-sidedonesidedoneslded-, agreement ThiTheThe-

Secret
The-

SecretarySecretarySecretrySecret ry even had the power tctoto-

decide
tc-

decidedecide who was a Native if hihehehe-

chose
h-

echosechose to do so1SOlsotso1-

When

sot-

WhenWhen we look at what hahashas-

happened
ha-

happenedhappened sinceslllce AN ACT wawaswas-

passed
wa-

passedpassed ,, we tan see more clearlyclearllclearly-

what
clearll-

whatwhat these discretionary decidecldecl-

sions
'

sions mean . The Secretary dede-

tided
.

cidedCldedtided not to extend the enrollenroll-

ment

.

ment for one month , not eveievenevereven-

for
ever-

forfor thirtythltty days . The SecretarySecretarSecretary-
was

)

was going to disqualify most oofof-

the

o-

thethe larger Native villages as "modmod""mod-
ern

"mod-
ernern and urban " until Native comcoincoin-

plaints

,

plaintspia liltS finallyftnally led to the SecreSecre-

tary's
Secre-

tary'stary'starys' lawyers readingreadlllg the proviprovi-

slons
provi-

sionssionsslons of AN ACT The HortoiHortonHortorHorton-
rullllg

Hortor-

rulingrulingrullllg on land allotments changecchangedchangechanged-

the
(

the eligibility requirementsrequltements forfor-

Alal.a
fofogfo-

gAlaskaAlaskaAlal.aAlala, . NativesNatrves to claim allotallot-
ments

allot-
mentsments Three out of the eigheIghteIght-

villages
eigh-

villagesvillages left off the Secretary1Secretary'
!

listItstfist of Native villages just happeihipperhipper-
to

h ppenppen-

toto be on the pipelinepipelllle corridorcomdorcorridor-

InIn every case Native peoplipeoplEpeoplE-

and
people-

andand Native Groups spend theithelthenthen-

time
!

timetme, , energy , and money to deadea-

with

'

with problems caused by dccidecielectdeci-

Slons

elec-

tsionssionsSlons made under the Secretary '
!

discretionary power The proviproveprove-

sionsIonssions;>ions of AN ACTA ':'. T leave so mudmuctmuttmuct-

up
mutt-

upup to the Secretary to decididecidEdecidE-

that
decidi-

thatthat we never know what will gcg (

wrong.rongrong. next.. Is this what is meanmeanlmeanl-

by
mean-

byby a fairfail and just settlement'AsettlementAsettlemenPAsettlement7Asettlement7A-
far

' !

far as this old man is concernecconcernec-
Itit is not really so for Native peopeapea-

pie
peo-

piepie .

Your friendfnend ,

Naugga CiuneiputClunerput


