Lack of Fish
Theme of
Poignant Film

By MARGIE BAUMAN

SOUTH NAKNEK “len
years from now, PIE take my
ermdson o the museum and
show hime the Bristol Bay red
samon,” said Nick Gregony

SEHtell hime see. those ae
the fish that used 1o be in
Bristol Bay There wie no more
NI

[he words of by veteran
tisherman ot Eskimo and Greek
descent. have become the utle
ol tdme there e noomoge
Il potenant protest trom
the people of Southwest Alaska
who have watched bitierly the
anishimg ot the source o then
Inehhood
Biistol Bay

Donald N elhon o1 South
Nahnck, who produced the film

rom the waters ol

i 3 he Rriste! Ry

region s summer with tunds
supphied by the Alska Humani-
ties Forum and the Bristol Buy
Native Corp. plans o take the
film 1o the Alaska Legislature
i Juncau and to Washington
D.Co o protest management of
fishing resources

Fist though,the Hilm will
be taken to all 29 villages of
the Bristol Bay region, villages
o whom the tishing season ol
1973 has brought  tinanciil
disaster once agan

The actual filming was done
mostly at South Naknek, 100
miles southeast of Dillingham,
fishing capital of Southwestern
Alaska The  population of
South Naknek saells trom 130
up to over 2,000 during the

(Continued on Page 6)

DONALD NIELSEN, of South Naknek, holds fishing nets out-

side his home and talks about the problems of a disastious fishing
season, compounded by head hunters coming through the area by
the hundreds, simply for the trophies.
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Film Cites Lack of Fish
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tishing scason,  as  cannery
workers  pour in for jobs at
canneries dotting Kvichak Bay,
which empties into Bristol Bay.
Thousands more cannery wor-
kers and fishermen from Alaska
and other states descend on the
Bristol Bay arca cach summer,
much to the distress of arca
residents who simply can’t get
cnough fish to make a living

Foreign  fishermen on the
high seas are still the biggest
problem,  said Nielsen, after
showing the 28 munute film at
the village schoothouse.  High
seas fishermen,  trom Japan,
Russian and Korea tish without
stopping  during the summer
scason, while “the fishermen of
Bristol Bav are often forced to
sit by, idle under state laws
restricting  them i ettorts to
conserve the number of tish

At the Kokhanok fish camp.
where they used to haul in
thousands ot fish, they get 20
tish on 4 good day now 1% on
an average day, the film notes

To the fisherman who de-
pends on Bristol Bay salmon for
a livelihood, the Toss of the tish
has brought other problems as
well

Brown bears who also include
fish in their dietare coming into
the villages looking tor food and
have been harrassing villagers of
Bristol Bay more  than usual.
They  barge- into smokehouses
where the Eskimo. Aleut and
Athabascan Indian residents ot
this area are diying tish and
cat it up. then go on looking
tor more tasty morsels

“The smokehouses really got
it this year,” said Nielsen's wite,
Mary Jane. “Some women de-
cided 10wt and treese tish
until the bears went by, then
smoke them ™

One  day this summer  the
Nielsens ettt their home and
saw  three brown bears walking
through the village. At least
two bears per night. prior o
the period of hibernation, is not
usual, they said

It fish is a dietary staple, so
are moose, bear and caribou
meat.  Yet aiea residents are
finding 1t harder and harder o
find game. be ause of trophy
hunters by the thousands, many
of them trom outside Alaska

They call them headhunters
hereabouts  and they trankly
hate  them The headhunters
have  become  notorious for
Killing wild game, hacking oft
the heads and leaving the rest
of the animal to rot. Native
people who use every part of

the body tor food, clothing or
other needs are horrified.

“You hardly see any meat at
the airport: all you see is horns.”
Nielson said. wonder how
horn soup taste

At nearby King Salmon, the
jump-oft point for hundreds of
headhunters,  whom the state
estimates spend  thousands of
dollars op these jaunts, hunters
jammed  the tny anport the
other day. enroute home

A Wien Alaska Airthnes ste-
wardess, watching two hunters
trom Flonda board her plane,
said she's seen hundreds Tike
them.  “They come  up here
with a lot ot money and hunt
tor trophies. They hardly ever
bring m the meat ™ said
“They just make me sick.™

she



