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Paleface Cannon DemonstrationDemonstration-
FailsFails ; Chief Not

,

Impressed
SyayBy SUS1TNA-

My

SU-S1TNASUS1TNAsU-SlTNASlTNASU-SITNASITNASUSITNA-

My

-

My Uncle RiiyRayRoy Gale , whowho-

wa

who-

wasuxiswaswa ' mymy greatgTeat uncletunclesuncleunclestold, toldtald Aisthisththis-
story

( "
story, joryjoryImanyImanymanyvtny veursyews, 'aTaT(' > ago when hehe-
was

he-
waswas ad scoutsmut and buffalo hunthunt-hunt-
PT

hunt-
er

¬-

erPT, andl1IIdarfd thetllP s/urysurystory, tory/ ranTan some'omp-'ompompsome-'omp-
thing

some-
thing

' ¬-

thing likeIIkp thiithisthl ':. . .
Two Plumes was that IndianIndanIndan-

chief
Indian-

chief
,

chief's\namechief'schiefsnamechief '.;\name and the placeplace-
was

place-
waswas FoVFaFo Benton , MontanaMontana-
Territory

Montana-
TerritoryTerritory , andd the timetome waswas-
around

was-
aroundaround 1870\r1870r18701870r\r so ;: IshowedIshowedshowed-

upupupInin iIONntowncwn fromfmf 01m over on thethe-

Red

the-

RedRed Deer RivAupRveRive, up in CanadaCanada-
lookong

Canada-
lookinglookinglookong for fun.XfunXfun.X-

The
fun .

The place was as livelylovely asas-
a

as-
aa hot carcass for the nabobsnabobs-
of

nabobs-
ofof the fur companies hadhadcomecomecome-

up

come-

upup from St . Louis likelke, theythey-

did

they-

diddiddideveryevery year . There werewere-
steamboats

were-
steamboatssteamboats along the leveeslevees-
and

levees-
andand there were bullwhackerbul'whackersbulwhackersbullwhackers' s ,

muleskmnersmuleskonnersmuleskinners , prospprospectors ,

trappers , traders froifrom ovoroverovo-
racross

over-

acrossacross the border , gamblegamblers ,

crews from the boats , andandaand-
new

and-
new

a
new crop of girlsg,1g1g,1sail, sailall beingbengbeng-
merry

being-

merry

,

merry . AndAndtoto boot , thereth"rethre" waswas-

a

was-

aa big bunchbunchofof InjunsInluns mostlymi.stlymistlymmi.stly-

Piegans
.stlystly<.. .stl-

yPegansPiegansPegans, , half bloods too andand-

many

and-

manymany other kinds .

TheirThe " teepees were pitchedpItched-

out
pitched-

outout a ways , God knows why ,

for morningmornong , noon andandO1'ghtandnightnightO1'ghtO1ghtO1'gh-

tthey

night-
they

'

they allallcrowdedcrowdedcrowdedaroundaround town ..
People were a l'IIlelIIlelittle' scaredscared-
seeong

scared-
seeingseeongseeingseeongallseeingallall them and therethere-
were

there-
werewere so many .

"GiveGive" them Inlu'hsInluhsInluns' too muchmuch-

f"ewater
much-

firewaterf"ewaterfewaterfirewater" andandwewe wrllwill have 0a

realrealwareel war on our handslands! , " waswas-
he

wowas-
the

ss-
thethehe usualusualexpressionexpression .

THE FEARSOME WEAPONWEAPON-
Then

WEAPON-
ThenTLTheni from the trading fpost ,

a packtralnpocktraintram showedshowedupup . TI"dTIdTiedTI"d-
on

Tied-
on

"
onn one of them mules ,. wi1wIthwIth-
the

with-
thethe muzzle pomtlngpointing same asas-
the

as-
thethe mule'smules' , was a Ionlelittle brassbrass-
connon

brass-
cannonconnoncannon , or what they called , aa-
MountaIn

a-
MountainMountaIn Haw'tzerHawtzerHowitzer' .

It tooktookaa IIIlelittle, tIme to seesee-
that

see-
thatthat this was the bigbIggestbIggest-
thing

biggest-
thingthing ever to hitht, Fort BentonBenton-

butt

Benton-
inin"' some tometime . PrintedPrintedonon itsits-
butt

, tsts-
bUTtbutt inon bigb'gbg' letterslellers was , "FIREFIRE"FIFI"FIRE-
THAT

" RERE-
THATTHAT GUN .,"

"MakeMake" big boom , make d---dd-nnd-

hole
dn-

hole

d-

hole

--- - -

hole in' 01 that hillholtholtacrosshillacrossacross thethe-
MISsouri

the-
MissouriMissouri , " roared Bulldog Red ,
"ShowShow" InjunsInlunsIntuns realrealmedclnerealmedicinemedicine-medicinemedclne-medclnemedicine-

scare
medclne-

scare
medicine-

scare

, -
scare hh--hhouth---h- - .- out of them dd-d-dRedd---d-.- - Red-RedRed-

skmsl
Red-

skons

Red-

skinsi

--

skmslskonsskinsi ' "
There wasn- 'twas-ntwasn- 'twas-ntwasn- 'twas-nt' any argumentargument-

onon that notionnoton, . It lustjust| ust had toto-
be

to-
bebe put to a majoritymalorotymalorotyvotemajorityvotevvote* .

ThisTh , s done , the boys' went outntlljto; ntllj/ntllj:/to roundroundupup the lnUiInlUInlU-

Ing

lnjuncr.tsdllnjuncrtsdllnjuncr.tsdl-
ing

| _ .

ing them by tongue and byby-

SIgn

by-

signSIgn to come andandseesee the b'gbgbigb'g-
show

big-
show

'

show .

MeantIme , others saId thatthat-
they

that-
theytheytheywouldwouldwouldcutcut the mulemull! fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe packtrainpacktram and plant himhim-

close
him-

closeclose to the river . ThemThem-

with

Them-

withwithwithnono specialspecial-
circulating

dutIes keptkept-
c"culetlng

kept-
circulatingcirculatingc"culetlngcculetlng" to be sure no. . oneone-
mISsed

one-
missedmissed the big show .

Everyone camecome around .

The lnunsInluns| in' 01 bearskinsbearskms ,

buckskins , barebore skinsskms , andand-

blankets
and-

blanketsblankets . Also a goodlygoqdJygogdlygoqdJyasgogdlyasasas-asas-
sortment

as-
sortment

¬-

sortment of frontier whiteswhtewhites-
id

whites-
and

,

andandaid a lot of ladieslades, thatthatu-

ren't
that-

weren't

that-
weren't

' dd-dd---d ladylike, thatthat-
they

that-
they
weren-'twere-ntweren-'twere-nturen-'ture-nt so dladylkedladylike.- - .- ladylkeladylike
theytheycouldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' eenlOYenjoy them-themthem-

selves
them-

selves
-

selves . And you never sawsaw-
such

saw-
suchsuchsuchaa bigb, g crowd .

On the front street werewere-
halffaced

were-
halffacedhalf-facedhalffaced- buildings on oneone-
Side

one-
sideside and the nvroverriver< anon thethe-
other

the-
otherother. The mulemen led thethe-
mule

the-
mulemule to the shore . On yonyon-

across
yon-

acrossacross the roverriver was a cut-cutcut-
bank

cut-
bank

-

bank they f'guredfguredfiguredf'guredwouldfiguredwould' wouldwouldmakemakemake-
aa good target .

The crowd pushedpu shed aroundaround-

close
around-

closeclose formingformingaa0 halfhalfctrclehalfcirclecirclectrcle ,

the heathen element on oneone-
horn

one-
hornhorn andandusus refinedrefmed folks onon-
the

on-
thethe other hornI-nIn-", . But therethere-

waswas some mixingmxong, up as itit-
was

, tt-

waswas them heathens that need-needneed-

dians

need-
ed

-.
ed the edurotloneducation .

Nuwryasrryas, I. fu"ifuifu"i.uwr , . ufof i-ii-dans
!in" ' Ire" iiwiiiiwiiiuw" .uwuwiuw ofrara-rar-

adians

, -

diansdans, , IIspottedspotted thisth , soldsold-
Chef

oldold-
ChiefChefChief, Two Plumes that II-

smoked

I-

smokedsmokedsmokedwthsmokedwithwithwthwthawitha, a timelime or two .

He had his arms foldedfoldedandandand-
the

and-
thethe looklookonon hishs, face that anan-

Inlun

an-
InjunlnunInlunInjun| can wear whichwhchwhchsayswhichsays, sayssays-
nothing

says-
nothingnothingnothingwIllwillwIlleverever surprisesurprlsurprise-
him

sese-
hmhmhim, , Ini particular the WhiteWhteWhte-
men

White-
men

,

men and_.idid. theirthe " doin'sdoinsdam'sdams'' . TheThe-
other

The-
other

The-
otherother lnunsInlunsIntuns| were wearing itit-
too

,tt-

tootoo . You can'tcant' beat anon lnunIntunInjunIntun-
for

Injun-
for

|
for lookmlookInlook In

'
, like he wouldn'twouldntwouldn't-

let
wouldn't-

let
'

let on that you stinkst ,nk..

NONCHALANT MULEM.JLEMJLEM.JLE-
The

MULE-
The

.
The with, th the muleIe - 'men w mu r-rr-

the
gotgot-

the
got-

thethe cannonconnon loaded . AAmanmanman-
"Q

ma-
nstddgstartdi"gstartdigstd-d-gstddg"QQstddgor" - d '-"ggOfOPOfor', a boxbootor) so isO1S'IS' TOttoto-
reach

"
reach the muzzle and feedfeedonfeedininonon-

a
in-

aoa whole hatfullhatfullofof powderpowder-
d

powder-
and

powder-
andandd then poke the cannoncannon-
ball

cannon-
ballball_j | | home .

So then , allallwaswas ready forfor-

the

for-

thethe sightinslghton
'

andandamonandaiminaiminamon, ' thethe-
gun

the-
gungun . It also meantmeunt aiminalmln

'

the mule then attending toto-
the

to-
thethe refinementsrefnements, . ThereThere-
wasn't

There-
wosn't

There-
wasn'twasn- 'twas-ntwosn- 'twos-ntwasn- 'twas-nt' any trouble withwth, thatthat-
sleepy

that-
sleepysleepy old mule . MeHe waswas-
agreeable

was-
agreeableagreeable andandwaswas ledledaroundaroundaround-

and

around-

andandandwhoo'dnd whoa'dwhoadwhoo'dwhoodwhoo'dwIth' with his taillorllorlontailononon-
Ihe

on-
theIhethehe target andandwentwwent< to, v sleepsleep-
WI

sleep-
with

. , ,.
WIwithwithoneththoneone man at hIS headhead-
whole

head-
whilewhilewhole another cliclrmbedclimbedclrmbedupclimbedupup onon-
the

on-
thethe box andandsqulhledandsquintedsqulhledsquintedsqulhledoversquintedoveroverover-
the

over-
thethe sights and fiddledfiddledwIthwIthwIth-
the

with-
thethe doodads . He galgot downdown-
claimtng

down-
claimingclaimtngclaiming that the bIg gun waswas-
a

was-
aa sIght finer than a frog'sfrogs'

hair, .

ThThe ramrodramrodofof thIS frolic ,

whoever he was , modemade a littlelittle-
speech

little-
speechspeech tellIng the InlunIntuns s 10to1-
0looksee

to-

lookseelook-seelooksee- across. the roverriverrover-
where

river-
wherewhere the WhWhtoWh-toWhto>,-ta miman'-

s

man-
s

man'-
s

man-
s' terter-terter-

rible
.-

nblerlblerible medicinemedcrne, iron"onon" wouldwould-

blow

would-

blowalowblow the dust tall .. WithWth, that,,
he turned to his rough looklook-look-

109

look-

ing

¬-

ing109 crew .

"Ready1Ready1"ReodylReodyl"ReadylReadyl" " he shouted . TheThe-

crew

The-

crewcrew sightedsightedagainagain andandnodnodnod-nod-

ded

nod-

ded

¬-

ded .

"ForeFore"FireFire'"""
away , menlen !' " he toldtold-

le

told-

them

told-

themthem .

Onele of the men touched aoa-

match
o-

matchmatch to the fuse i . The fusefuse-
sd

fuse-
fzzed

fuse-
fizzedfzzedfizzedfzzedondfizzedand, sd andond fizzed-fizzedfzzedfizzedMr, -,:. Mr . MuleMule-

opene

Mule-

openeropeneopener_
r _ iej( ( one eye and then thethe-

other

the-

otherother . HeH wiggled hishs, longlong-

ears
long-

earsears and then lot out a snort .

The muleskmnersmulesklOnersmuleskinnersmulesk lOners began hholhol-holhol-
lering

.-
lering , "WhoaWhoa" , whoa !! You soso-
and

so-
and

_ _

andandsoso , " and hung on tightlight toto-

hs
to-

hishishs, head .

The mule humped hisIlls backbockback-

and

bock-

and

back-

andand began buckbucklumpbucklumpinglumplumpinglumping-
around

| un 109109-

aroundaroundaroundInin ao big circlec"cleccle" whilewholewhilewhole-

the

while-

thethe gun bobbedbobobbedandbbedbbedandandandpOintedpointedpOinted-
atat eacheachandandandeveryoneeveryone ofofuSusuS-
Innocent

us-
innocentInnocent t bystanders wholewhilewhole-

the
while-

the

' '

the fufusese> et down to the pow-powpow-
der

pow-
der

|
-

derr
chargeor
charge .

For. -oror- a shake , no one couldcoucould-

move

I dd-

movemove but just for oa shake .

Me , I foundfoundmyselfmyself- - " Iynglying'
,
- - be-bebe-

hnd
be-

hind

' -

hindhndhndahinda, a pilepole otof tdroftwooddriftwood .

Some feller was tryingtrYlOg toto-
scratch

to-
scratchscratchscratchunderunder me likeIke, a molemole-

and

mole-

andand he was prayingpray'ngprayng' , "MuleMule'Mule"'' ,

don'tdont' shootshoot-don'tshootdon'tdont-don ' t shootshoatlshooti ' "
That feller tunneledtunneledmeme upup-

and
up-

andandandoverover my fort whilewhole thethe-

mule

the-

mulemule was wheelinwheel 10
' the fuse ,

fussinfusSln *' whilewhole the cannoncannon-

pi

cannon-
pickedpickedpipickedupckedckedupup targets allalloverallovert-
he

overover-
thethe place . I tell you , wewe-
were

we-
werewere dead flat anon the groigroundground-

oror flying high through the airaair-
or

"tj" oldold-

river

old-

river

IJor deep in the nmuddy

river divingdving, likelke, nenaivhelldvershelldivershelldvers-
pray'ng

helldivers-
praying

,

prayingpray'ngprayng' for the muzzle toto-
swing

to-
swingswing pastpost us andandexplodeexplode .

All the whilewhtle , the lnunsInlunsInluns-
stood

Inluns-
stood

|

stoodstoodstIlistoodstillstillstIli , theirtheor arms foldedfolded-

lust
folded-

lustlust| ust waitingwaIling for the big dustdust-
to

dust-
toto blow up across the riverrover .

Then , likeIke, a close clapclop ofof-

thunder

of-

thunderthunder ,, the great gun wentwent-
off

went-
offoff but it didn'tdidntddn'tddnt, ' hurt anythinganythnganythng-
what

anything-
what

,

what with the mule'smules' backbackallall01101-
1humped

all-

humpedhumpedhumpedupup , it, I slidsld, back toto-
h

to-

hishish , s rear , down the slope ofof-
h

of-

hishish , s rump and theme cannon ballbollboll-

skinned

ball-

skinnedskinned hishs, tailtoritoriuptailupup considerconsIder-consIder-
able

consider-
able

¬-

able and the ballbollbollwentballwentwent intoInto-
the

into-
thethe ground .

Men began comingcomrng out ofpfpf-
cover

of-
covercover trailingtrodtrailingup109109upup through thethe-

du

the-

dustdustdu st andandpowderpowder smoke andand-

lookng
and-

lookinglookinglookng, darn silly .

IIwalkedwalkedwalkedoverover to TwoTwo-
Plumes

Two-
PlumesPlumes who stoodstoodwIthwith hishhis-
arms

, ss-
armsarms stillstoll fol-iodfoliodfolodfoldedfol -<!od butLut withwthwth-
nathrn

with-
nothin"in

,

nothm"mnothmmnothin"innothininnathrn "' ' , n hishs, face that showshaw-shawshow-shaw-
"d

show-
ed

¬-

ed"dd"dmeedme" me anythinganrthrnganything, .

"HOW/"HOWHOW"HOWI"HOWHOW" /, ' IIsOldIsaidsaidsOld . "HoHo"HowHow"How-

Chef
"How-

Chief
"

ChiefChef, hkumIrkumlikuml '? "
He answered , "HOWHOW" , " andand-

let

and-

letlet the rest ofofitit'II' waitwalt , but in101-
0that

in-

thatthat lnun'slnunsInlun'sInluns| ' eyes"yesyes" was aa-

"Paleface

a-
glea

a-
gleamgleagleam", . ThThen" he sOldsaid :

"PalefacePaleface" Jackass POOPPOOPi ' "


