
Seals Change from Sow'sSows' Ear to Silk Purse
Alaska'sAlaskas' hair seals , onceonce-

considered
once-

consideredconsidered a nuisance by comcom-com-
mercial

¬.-
mercialmerClal fishermen ,. are rapidlyrapidly-
gaming

rapidly-
gaininggaininggaming important economiceconomic-
stature

economic-
staturestature ,. accordingaccordmg to the AlAI-AI¬-

askaasksask& Department of Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame .

Choice pelts nowadaysnowadays-
brmg

nowadays-
bringbringbrmg as much as 40 or 50 doldol-doldol-
lars

dol-
lars

¬-

lars as8S compared to 20 dollarsdollars-
m

dollars-
ininm past years ., This yeayearyear.-

IlWlters
year-

.hunters.IlWltersIlWlters.huntershunters.. harvestedharvestedoverover

ofofwhichwhich 50,0005000050,000were, were soldsoldasasas-
sluns

as-
skinsskinssluns .

More than 70p,00070p000709.0007090001700,0001700000709.000was1700,000was' ,. waswas-
paid

was-
paidpaid for sealsealskmsealskinsskinsskm s thisthustJu s year .

The present market appearsappears-
favorsble

appears-
favorablefavorablefavorsble for continuingcont.mlllllgcontmlllllg. highhlRhhigh-

pricesprices'IcesIces!)' .
On the-thetheuropeanthe-EuropeantheEuropean--uropean market sesealseal-

coats
ll-

coatscoatacoats command prices up to
$10001000$ ,. boots up to $4040$ , andand-
purses

and-
pursespureespurses sell for about $1010$$ .


