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;; The war between" thethethe-

Prlbilof
the-

PribilofPribilofPrlbilof IslandIm nd ' AleutsJedtsAleuts andndand-
the

::

the environmentalistsenviro iDentaIisis andand-
their

'

theirtheir supporters has heatedheated-
up

heated-
upup once again .,

A bill introduced into thethe-
U.S

the-
U.SU.SUS. . Congress by Rep ., LestLest-Lest-
er

Lest-
er

¬-
er Wolff , D-N.YDN.YDN.YNY- . . , has prodprod-prod-
uced

prod-
uced

¬-
uced further outrage on thethe-
part

the-
partpart of the Alaskan Aleuts .

The bill , introduced Aug.lAuglAug.IAugIAug.I-
calls

Aug.l-
calls

..
calls on President Carter toto-

drop
to-

dropdrop out of the existingexisting-
fur

existing-
furfur seal treaty which allowsallows-
thethe annual harvest of furfur-

L

fur-
seals\

L> seals on St . Paul..

Both Larry Merculieff , ._

Chairman of the Board ofof-

the
of-

thethe Aleut Corporation andand-
Agafon

and-
AgafonAgafon Krukoff , the corpcorp-corp-

oration's
corp-

oration's
¬-

oration'sorations' president , havehave-

sent
have-

sentsent letters pointing outout-

that
out-

thatthat many of the factsfacts-
Wolff

facts-
WolffWolff is using to gernergerner-
support

gerner-
supportsupport for his bill areare-

wrong
are-

wrongwrong .

In addition , Krukoff hashas-

strongly
has-

stronglystrongly urged that before

.,

anyanYIanYIactionis, actionactionis,
,is taken on thethe-

billbillbill-'Congressio'nalbill'Congressio'nalCongressional-',thebill'Congressio'nal
, 'CoCo' Congressionaltgressi ta1 , hearingshearings-

should
hearings-

shouldshould be scheduled on thethe-
islands

ee-

islands '
islands themselves .

"I'mIm"'' really not worriedI+ worried-
about

worried-
aboutabout this bill , but I'mIm'' fedfed-

up
fed-

upup' with such bills " , KrukoffKrukoff-
said

Krukoff-
saidsaidsaid last Friday .

The annual fur seal harhar-har-
vest

har-
vest

¬-
vest hashas been under unusuunusu-unusu-
ally

unusu-
ally

¬-
ally vigorous attack thisthis-
year

this-
yearyear . The treaty underunder-
which

under-
whichwhich it is conductedconduct d endsends-
in

ends-
inin October of 1980 , butbut-
steps

but-
stepssteps have to be taken byby-

this
by-

thisthis October if it is to bebe-

extended
be-

extendedextended or renegotiated .

Otherwise it will lapse .,

Under the treaty , whichwhich-

originated
which-

originatedoriginated from the 19111911-

Fur
1911-

FurFur Seal Convention bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween

¬-

tween the U.SUS., . , Russian ,

Japan , and Canada , the sealseal-

herds
seal-

herdsherds have grown to anan-

estimated
an-

estimatedestimated 1.414.. million fromfrom-

their
from-

theirtheir low point of about
200,000200000, when the convenconven-conven-

tion
conven-

tion
¬-

tion was first signed .

Called by many knowknow-¬-

ledgeable observers as oneone-
of

one-
ofof the best conservationconservation-
manageme

conservation-
managementmanagementmanageme t systems everever-
devised

ever-
deviseddevised , thethetheannualannual hunt isis-

oppos
is-

opposedopposedoppos d by environmentaenvironmenta-environmenta-
lists

environmenta-
lists

¬-

lists who claim1claimclaim-claimit"- it is tootoo-
expensive

too-
expensiveexpensive and inhumane .

The Aleuts have consisconsis-consis-
tently

consis-
tently

¬-

tentlytentlypointedpointed out that thethe-
figures

the-
figuresfigures used by the environenviron-environ-
mentalists

environ-
mentalists

¬-

mentalists are incorrect andand-
cite

and-
citecite several studies by nana-nana-

tional
na-

tional
¬-

tional and internationalinternational-
humane

international-
humanehumane organizationsorganizatiops whowho-
have

who-
havehave concluded that thethe-
present

the-
presentpresent method of takingtaking-
the

taking-
thethe seals is the most huhu-huhu-

mane
hu-

mane
¬-

mane method available .,

A prime objection onon-

the
on-

thethe part of Wolff and otherother-
environmentalists

other-
environmentalistsenvironmentalists to thethe-
taking

the-
takingtaking of the seals iislisits thatthat-

the
that-

thethe prime reasons the sealsseals-
are

seals-
areare harvested is for theirtheir-
skins

their-
skinsskins ., In a letter to AlaskaAlaska-
Congressman

Alaska-
CongressmanCongressman Don Young ,

Krukoff pointed out thatthat-

thousands
that-

thousandsthousands of animals areare-

taken
are-

takentaken each year in NewNew-

York
New-

YorkYork , Wolff'sWolffs' "ownown" backback-back-
yard

back-
yard

¬-

yard " , solely for the purpur-pur-

pose
pur-

pose
¬-

pose of harvesting theirtheir-

pelts
their-

peltspelts .

Congressman Young , andand-

Senator
and-

SenatorSenator Ted Stevens havehave-

said
have-

saidsaid they will do everythingeverything-
possible

everything-
possiblepossible to oppose the bill..

Wolff said he hoped toto-

begin
to-

beginbegin hearings on the billbill-

in
bill-

inin early September .


