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The sonsort of AlAt and MaggieMaggie-
HODson

Maggie-
HopsonHoosonHODsonHopson . Eben was born inin-
Barrow

in-
BarrowBarrow , on November 7, 19221922-

He

1922-

HeHe was the grandson of AlfredAlfred-

Henley
Alfred-

HenleyHenley Hopson , a whaler fromfrom-

Liverpool
from-

LiverpoolLiverpool , England , who settledsettled-
inin Barrow in 1&8618618861 & 86 . Eben'sEbensEben's-

introduction
Eben's-

introduction
'

introduction to white socialsocial-

institutions
social-

institutionsinstitutions began early ; he waswas-

the
was-

thethe first child to be born inin-

Barrow's
in-

Barrow'sBarrow'sBarrows' Mission Hospital..

Eben Hopson ' formal educaeduca-educa-

tion
educa-

tion
¬-

tion began and ended at thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Indian Affairs ' BarrowBarrow-
Day

Barrow-
DayDay School.. His politicalpolitical-

career
political-

careercareer is said to have begun as aa-

pupil
a-

pupilpupil in his village school..

When he was 15 years of ageaSe ,

Eben wrote to the CommissionCommission-Commission-

er
¬-

er of Indian Affairs in WashingWashing-Washing-

ton
Washing-

ton
¬-

ton , D.CDC. . to complain about thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool principal'sprincipals' use of unpaidunpaid-
student

unpaid-
studentstudent labor on small BIABIA-

public
BIA-

public
BIA-

publicpublic works projects . WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe BIABlA forwarded the letter toto-

the
to-

thethe principal in Barrow forfor-

disposition
for-

dispositiondisposition , Eben was brandedbranded-
aa trouble maker and was prevenpreven-preven-
ted

¬.-

ted from boarding ship to traveltravel-

to
travel-

toto one of the BIA'sBIAs' boardingboarding-

high
boarding-

highhigh schools . Many credit hishis-

success
his-

successsuccess as a political leader toto-

the
to-

thethe fact that he was denied aa-

BIA

a-

BIABIA school education .

Remaining in Barrow throughthrough-
his

through-
hishis teens , Eben worked as aa-

construction
a-

constructionconstruction laborer.. He marrimarri-marri-
ed

marri-
ed

¬-

ed Rebecca Panigeo in 19421942-

when
1942-

whenwhen he was 20 years old .

Eben was to support his family

LidOLJLrnGJIB0lirOEOEFOR-

EST
:

FOREST RESOURCE MANAGEMENTMANAGEME-

NTForest. Forest ManagementManagement-

ConsultingConsultingComu tmg Servicesvicesvices-

Op.ppp. O . BoxBox-
a

2212 .
..

raiaKak ,. Alaska2212sks
a sks

. 99frl5996S996-9969961599615-

Phone
- S -

Phone "WW""'.,, .,., ,#.'
(907)907( ) 486 -. 3985

as aaI'constructionconstructionconstructioQI'[ worke.rworkerworkrwork .r until
1965 ., HeIelie{ becamebecanie a member.me'mber.member. ' ofof-

the
of-

thethe Operating Engineers in 1957 .
An all-whiteallwhiteal\.whiteal.whiteal.whitewhiteall-whiteall\-. BarrowBrrowBarrow, draftdraft-

board
draft-

boardboard drafted Eben into thethe-

Anny
the-

ArmyArmyAnny when Rebecca was $
months pregnant''

withWithI i their firstfirst-

child
first-

childchild . Eben was not to see hishis-

first
his-

firstfirst son until he returned toto-

Barrow

to-

BarrowBarrow in 1946 after the end ofof-

WWII

of-

WWIIWWII .

Eben underwent recruit traintrain-train-

ing
train-

ing

¬-

ing in Nome , Alaska , where hehe-

was

he-

waswas employed in the lend-lendlend-

lease
lend-

lease
lend-

lease
-

lease program.program. thatth t delivereddelivered-

new

delivered-

newnew war planes to Soviet crewscrews-

stationed
crews-

stationedstationed at Nome . Later ,

Eben served as a bosn'sbosns' mate *'
aboard an ArmyAnny tug boat in the
1,0001000, mile war of the NorthNorth-

Pacific
North-

PacificPacific along the Aleutian Chain .

Returning to Barrow in 1946 ,

Eben began his politicalpoliticalcareercareercareer-
as

career-
asas a membermem ber of the BarrowBarrow-

City
Barrow-

CityCity Council . During thethe-

following
the-

followingfollowing two decades he workwork-work-
ed

work-
ed

¬-

ed on the construction of thethe-
DEW

the-
DEWDEW line and maintenance ofof-
DEW

of-
DEWDEW Line Sites .

Eben joined the AlaskaAlaska-

National
Alaska-

NationalNational Guard in 1949 and , by
1953 had attained the rank ofof-

Captain
of-

CaptainCaptain commanding CompanyCompany-
DD0 , 1st Scout Battalion .

In 1956 , Eben was elected toto-

the
to-

thethe Alaska Territorial LegislatureLegislature-

andand , when Alaska became a statestate-

he
state-

hehe was elected to the StateState-

Senate
State-

SenateSenate . He narrowly missedmissed-

serving
missed-

servingserving as President of thethe-

2nd
the-

2nd2nd State Senate because opponoppon-oppon-
ents

¬.-
ents organized tit withwith-

out
with-

outout him duringduring-hisduringhisduring-his absence fromfrom-
Juneau

from-
JuneauJuneau to lead an EskimoEskimo-

Scout
Eskimo-

ScoutScout Battalion in PresidentPresident-
Kennedy's

President-
Kennedy'sKennedy'sKennedys' inauguration paradeparade-
inin Washington , D.CDC. . in 1960 .

He served in the Senate until
1965 as Chairman of the LaborLabor-
Management

Labor-
ManagementManagement Committee .

In 1965 , Eben helped organorgan-organ-
ize

organ-
ize

¬-

ize Alaska'sAlaskas' first regional landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims organization which enter-enterenter-
ed

enter-

aborignal
enter-

ed
-

eded-ededan
-

an aborignal claim to all of

thethe- ytraditional.,ytraditionaltraditionaltr ditional
.

landdd'of,'
'ofof'
of .

theilieilie-

Arct

,'

ArcticArct
.,.slsl.. Slopep ;'lhuptatlhuptatInupl'atInuplat'JJ', pl ' t..: He .bebe'.be-bebe-

.came

bebe-

came
-,

.camecame.,
came '"thethe'the

"' ' firstfustfirstfirst15cecutiveExecutive15cecutive DirecDirec-Direc-Direc-
tor

¬..

torto
'

", pfCfof? thetheArctic,
Arctic-Arctic'Arctic-,' !:

'

,.
Slope Native'Native'Native-

Association

' Native-

AssociationAssociation (ASNAASNMASNMwhichASN ) which launlaun-

ched
¬.' .

ched
':
,.. the AlaskaAlaska-.NativeAlaska.NativeAlaska.NativeNative''-.- .NativeNative. ., LandLand-

Claims
Land-

ClaimsClaims Movement in 1965 . In
1968 , Eben moved to AnchorageAnchorage-

toto become ExecutiveExecutve{ DirectorDirecto-
rof

Directo-
rofof. the Alaska FederationFederatien ofof-

Natives
oo-

Natives
f

Natives . Under his direction ,

the AFN became a strong , well-wellwell-

financed
well-

frnanced
well-

financed

-

financedfrnanced federation of nativenative-

regional
native-

regionalregional associations from allall-

parts

all-

partsparts of Alaska , and he launchedlaunclaunched-
the

eded-

thethe Washington , D.CDC. . native landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims lobby that succeeeded inin-

securing

in-

securingsecuring the enactment of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Claims SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct in 1971.. He negotiated a

$225,000225000$ , loan to the AFN fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Yakima Indians of WashingWashing-Washing-

ton
Washing-

ton
¬-

ton State , and went on to securesecure-

large
secure-

largelarge Federal grants to pursuepursue-

strong
pursue-

strongstrong regional communitycommunity-
organization

community-
organizationorganization throughout ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska .

Eben left thetbe AFN to becomebecome-

Special
become-

SpecialSpecial Assistant for NativeNative-

Affairs
Native-

AffairsAffairs to Governor WilliamWilliam-

Egan
William-

EganEgan in 1970 . Working withwith-

Egan
with-

EganEgan , Eben helped shape a newnew-

State

new-

StateState policypoUcy toward the nativenative-
land

native-
landland claims which enabled StateState-

frnancial
State-

financialfinancialfrnancial participation in thethe-

claims
the-

claimsclaims settlement enacted byby-

Congress
by-

CongressCongress in 1971.. Also , EbenEben-

used
Eben-

usedused his position to promotepromote-
the

promote-
thethe development of local governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment in rural Alaska , using hishis-

own
his-

ownown Arctic Slope region to leadlead-

by
lead-

byby example . From his desk inirtinn-

Governor's

*' '

Governor'sGovernors' Office , Eben insuredinsured-
the

insured-
thethe State'sStates' cooperation withwith-
efforts

with-
effortsefforts of the Arctic SlopeSlope-
Native

Slope-
NativeNative Association to organizeorganize-
the

organize-
thethe North Slope Borough . In
1972 , Eben left the Governor'sGovernorsGovernor's-

office
Governor's-

office
'

office to campaigncameai/21cameai21cameai21Ifor/ Iforfor votervoter-

approval

"'.

approval of the organizationorganization ofof-
the

of-
thethe North Slope Borough , andand-
for

and-
forfor the office of Mayor .

Eben Hopson was re-electedreelectedreelected-
to

--
to his office in 1975 . Since

,'

,

.

' .

' '

"'.

' ' ; ,;.; ' !'' . .
,

, < . . , fw.1.Wilfw1.Wilfw1Wil, . '. . . . ,

11972972,19721,., the .NorthNorth.,

,

Slope JBorpugritBoroughBorough-
has

:
'

hashaS becomeb core aninan ' importantiriimportant-
cal

pprtantrtant politK'p'o1itipo1iti
'

. .'

. calforccal forforce ' ini1 thethelthethelArctic
*

ArcticArctic . .,

"

,
" '

. .

The , annual Budget'Budget' ofof the ., '
'-

mi11i
m-

i11i
,'

' NSBNSB exceedsxc ds "'!" $2727$ ,
' millioni . ,

.'

The NSB
*' hashas",' 'UU'"undertakenundertaken" dertak

J aa"-'
. $140140$140million$ million capital improvenproveiImprove-ImproveImprove-

ments
¬.-

mentsmmentsnts program for new villvill-vill-

age

¬.-

age schools , utilities andand-

homeshomes . The NSB enjoys anan-

I

an-

"A. "AA" " bond rating on thethe-

municipal
the-

municipal
I, I,

municipal bond market .

The NSB employs 525 peoplepeople-

inin numicipal administration ,

education , and construction .

The Borough enforces a strictstrict-

local
strict-

locallocal hire policy ; with fewfew-

exceptions
few-

exceptionsexceptions , the NSB'sNSBs' workwork-

force
work-

forceforce is comprised of InupiatInupiat-
employees

Inupiat-
employeesemployees

,
.

The NSB has provided leaderleader-leader-

ship
leader-

ship
¬-

ship in promoting the organorgan-organ-

ization
organ-

ization
¬-

ization of an internationalinternational-
circumpolar

international-
circumpolarcircumpolar coastal zonezone-

management
zone-

managementmanagement program , andand-

has
and-

hashas brought national attenatten-atten-

tion
atten-

tion
¬-

tion to the danger to thethe-

Beaufort
the-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea environmentalenvironmental-
security

environmental-
securitysecurity posed by offshoreoffshore-

oil
offshore-

oiloil and gas operations in thethe-

Canadian
the-

CanadianCanadian Beaufort..

The NSB has taken a leadingleading-

role
leading-

rolerole in circumpolar InupiatInupiat-
community

Inupiat-
communitycommunity organization , andand-

has'initiated
and-

has'initiatedhashas'initiatedhasinitiated'initiatedinitiated' educationaleducationaleducationalandeducational andand-

cultural
and-

culturalcultural exchange and coopercooper-cooper-

ation
cooper-

ation
¬-

ation between the InupiatInupiat-

communities
Inupiat-

communitiescommunities of Greenland ,

TJanada"CanadaCanada'Canada"' , and the Arctic Slope .

A strong Democrat , HopsonHopson-

was
Hopson-

waswas called upon to hair thethe-

volatile
the-

volatilevolatile 1972 State ConventionConvention-
ofof the Democratic Party , and hishis-

wellknown
his-

wellknownwell-knownwellknown- strength as a media-mediamedia-

tor
media-

tor
media-

tor
-

tor enable the Convention toto-

join

to-

joinjoin peacefully together thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung , pro-McGovernproMcGovern- activistactivist-

wing
activist-

wingwing of the Party with olderolder-

Party
older-

PartyParty regulars in a detente thatthat-

resulted
that-

resultedresulted in a stronger PartyParty-

organization
Party-

organizationorganization in Alaska .

IrtInlit 1974 , Hopson declared hishis-

candidacy

his-

candidacycandidacy for the DemocraticDemocratic-
Party's

Democratic-
Party'sParty'sPartys' guvernatorial nominationnomination-
and

nomination-
andand ran against Governor Egan .

He withdrew from the primaryprimary-

race
primary-

racerace after reaching 9-point9point9point-
political

9point-
political

-

political agreement for ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska , including the developdevelop-develop-

ment
develop-

ment
¬-

ment of modernmodem communicacommunica-communica-
tions

communica-
tions

¬-

tions . Most of the points of

\' ../"II" ! > #"),' . "iiii," - ; .# ". '\, u/tyuutyu! /. ; " .! .' _' :*,JI'illJIill, ,. , ,. <' i.:<, , "ii,4J.ith"JIi'G\,4J.ith"JIi'G4J.ithJIiG,4J.ith"JIi'G4JithJIiG' *,' . GovernorGovernor-

Egan'were,
.;; thigthithis.FagreementithisFagreementis- .agreements- agreement.. agreernent..'withwithwithW1 ,' GovernorGovernor-
EgaiMvere

ovemor
EgaiMvereEgan'wereEganwereEg twere' Jaterlatlaterr., implementedtipl m ritCJd byby-
Govefit

by-
GovernorGovernorGovefitGovernorr,9Jay9Jay,Jay7J yl' HarhmorldliammdndHnlndnd ifwhot'whotwhor"whorwhor"who-
defeated'rt

t'who-

de

,'"
defeateddedefeated'rtdefeatedrtat.eate. " ,44,4g,4.if,

'* EgariEgang .ifif.
.',
inin: ,;th&JithJithe&19

, GeneralGeneral-

In

e
';

,
ElfcllonSEJec., . '-

In
I-n11'In'

ion . . ; . >,i ". , i't-1ji'tit1j;' -' ;'- $>11-11-.'#,* )
, -"

'
"'.

In 1975 , HopsonHopson1-respondedHopson1respondedHopson1responded-
to

i-i-respondedirespondedurespondeduresponded-
to

-

to the ,. personal-personalpersona1personalspersonalinvitation'-,. invitationi'fitjltionfitjltion' jJotHofJot-

Congressm
Ho-

fCongressman
of

CongressmanCongressmn John MelcherMel her , thenthen-

Chairman
then-

ChairmanChairman of the House(louse InteriorInterior-
Subcommittee

Interior-
SubcommitteeSubcommittee on PublicPub- Uc'LPub-UcLPublic'

LandsndsLaridsndst-
o

Larids-

toto send a planning team , toto-

Washington
to-

WashingtonWashington to work with ComCom-Com-

mittee
¬.-

mittee staff to draft legislationlegislation-

that
legislation-

thatthat transferred the Naval PetrolPetrol-Petrol-

eum
Petrol-

eum
¬-

eum Reserve No . 4 to the contrlcontrl-

of
contrl-

ofof the Department of the InterInter-Inter-

ior
¬.-

ior .

In 1976 , Hopson won hishis-

party's
his-

party'sparty'spartys' Congressional nominanomina-nomina-
tion

nomina-
tion

¬-

tion , and ' he used his CongresCongres-Congres-

sional
Congres-

sional
¬-

sional campaign to draw nationalnational-
attention

national-
attentionattention to the need for nationnation-nation-

al

nation-

al

¬-

al Arctic domestic and foreignforeign-

policies
foreign-

policiespolicies to facilitate environenviron-environ-

mentally
environ-

mentally
¬-

mentally safe Arctic energy andand-

other
and-

otherother resource development .

In 1977 , Hopson opened aa-

North
a-

NorthNorth Slope Borough LegislativeLegislative-

Liaison
Legislative-

LiaisonLiaison Office in Washington ,

D.CDC. . through which he hopes toto-

influence
to-

influenceinfluence the development ofof-

sound
of-

soundsoundsoundnationalnational Arctic policy .

Since hishl early days in AlasAlas-Alas-

ka's
Alas-

ka's
¬-

ka'skas' legislature , Eben HopsonHopsonsHopson-

has
s

has been an effective advocate ofof-

home
of-

homehome rule for all the people ofof-

rural
of-

ruralrural Alaska . With the NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope Borough , home rule hashas-

come
has-

comecome to America'sAmericas' Arctic Coast .

Mayor Hopson plans to continuecontinue-
toto strengthen Inupiat self-govselfgovself-gov-selfgov-
ernment

selfgov-
ernment

- ¬-

ernment on the Arctic Slope ,

and to use the North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough as a beacon for demodemo-demo-

cratic

demo-

cratic

¬-

cratic self-determinationselfdetermination-- for allall-

the

all-

thethe people of the Arctic ..


