
- Hopson sayssays Beaufort sale procedure illegal
North Slope Borough MayorMayor-

Eben
Mayor-

EbenEben Hopson made the followfollow-follow-

ing
follow-

ing
¬-

ing statement to the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes last weekweekaboutabout the concon-con-

duct
con-

duct
¬-

duct of the December 1II111 BeauBeau-Beau-

fort
Beau-

fort
¬-

fort Sea oiloilandand gas lease sale :

"TheThe" coverage by the press onon-

the
on-

thethe December llth11th11 th lease salesale-

indicates
sale-

indicatesindicates very clearly that thethe-

procedures
the-

proceduresprocedures followed overall werewere-

illegal
were-

illegalillegal , whichwhichcouldcould throw the

completed sale out the window .

"UnderUnder" the laws of this councoun-coun-
try

coun-
try

¬-

try , no one , but no one , is everever-
authorized

ever-
authorizedauthorized to sell a piece of propro-pro-
perty

pro-
perty

¬-

perty which it does not own ,

except that is what happened inin-

the
in-

thethe Beaufort Sea lease sale .

"ToTo" quote a portion of the arar-arar-

ticle
ar-

ticle
¬-

ticle , it says , 'TheThe' FederalFederal-
government

Federal-
governmentgovernment gets $23.8923.892389$ . millionnuilionnuilion-
from

million-
fromfrom the sale . Another $467467$467nl1l$ milnl1l-nl1lmil-¬-

.

lion of the cash is tied upupinin aa-

U.SU.SUS. . Supreme Court case overover-

how
over-

howhow the boundary lines shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe drawn between the State andand-

Federal
and-

FederalFederal lands . . .
.'' Without thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. . Supreme Court decision onon-

this
on-

thisthis matter , neither party knowsknows-

how
knows-

howhow much property it owns .

A simple matter of each agreeingagreeing-
toto sell does not make legal thethe-

questIOned
the-

questionedquestionedquestIOnedownerslupquestionedownershipownershipownerslup . At least

on the North Slope , we do notnot-

knowingly
not-

knowinglyknowingly permit laws to be viVI-VIV-

Iola.ted

v-

iolated

¬-

olatedola.ted. merely because therethere-

mIght
there-

mightmight be some agreement bebe-bebe-

tween

be-

tween

¬-

tween two parties .

"ThisThis" whole matter cannot propro-

ceed
pro-

ceedceed any further than thistll1S ilII11I-

Ilegal

1-

1legallegal sale , because it becomeshebecomes-

very

comescomes-

veryvery likely that individuals willwill-

be

will-

bebe more inclined to actdCt to prepre-pre¬.-

vent exploration when theythey-

know

they-

knowknow that thethc propoertypropocrtypropocrtyWdpropoertywaswasWd iliIIl-IlI-

llegally

¬.-

legally bought for explorationexplorltlOn, in111iii11-

1the

iii-

thethe firstnrst placeplace-

"An

place-

"An"AnAn" announcedannou1l.edannou1led!. delaydelIYdelayof, ot01of e\el\lexe-

ploration
l-

plorltlOn
ex-

ploration
' \

plorationplorltlOn, , as earlier suggesteduggc ted ,. lototlto-

permit

)

permitpcrmlt experimentationcxperlmcntdtlon andlIIdlIId'llandscI, su'llllscI'll-
entlnL

sc-

Ienttfic
'

entitleentlnLenttfic researchrescard\rescardrescardonresearchon\ oi\oionoilieautmt\ lieautmtBelulm\BelulmBeaufortBelulm-
tedllology

Beaufort-

technology
, \

technologytedllology! maymIY, hehc thethc only1IIIIy1IIII-

yway

() IllyIlly-

way "way to go


