
LettersGetters to the Tundra TimesTimesC-

omments

TimesC-

ommentsComments on Proposed Beaufort OCSDeS Leasin '

DecemberD'l'emberDlember!'' 15 , 19791979-

Mr

1979-

MrMr Frank Gregg , DirectorDirector-
Bureau

Director-
BureauBureau of Land ManagementManagem'ntManagemntManagem'nt-
Attention

Management-
Attention

!'Attention 540540-
Department

540-
DepartmentDepartment of the InteriorIntPrlorIntPrlor-
Washmgton

Interior-
WashingtonWashingtonWashmgton , D.CDC. 2024020240-
RERE Comments on LeasingLea mg on01101-
1the

on-

thethe Outer ContinentalContm'ntalContmntal!' ShelfShelf-
Beaufort

Shelf-
BeaufortBeaufort Sea ( Tentative Sale No
71)71)
71)Dear

Dear Mr . GreggGregg-
These

Gregg-
These

Gregg-
TheseThese comments are beingbemg ofof-ofof-

fered
of-

fered
¬-

fered to you on behalf of thethe-
communities

the-
communitiescommunities of Kaktovik , Nuiq-NuiqNUlq-NUlqNuiq-
sut

NUlq-
sut

Nuiq-
sut

-

sut , and Barrow , intn response toto-

the
to-

thethe Call .forfor*. for Nominations andand-
Comments

and-
CommentsComments on Areas for Oil andand-
Gas

and-
GasGas Leasing/BeaufortLeasingBeaufort/ Sea OCSOCS-
Tentative

OCS-
Tentative( Tentative Sale No . 71)71) .

The call for Nominations andand-
Comments

and-
CommentsComments covetscovers the incrediblyincredibly-
broad

incredibly-
broadbroad area of the entire BeauBeau-Beau-
fort

Beau-
fort

¬-

fort Sea , from Point Barrow toto-

the
to-

thethe Canadian Border , from thethe-
three

the-
threethree mile line out to the 200200-
meter

200-
metermeter water depth . These threethree-
communities

three-
communitiescommunities are already so concon-con-
cerned

con-
cerned

¬-

cerned about the Joint Federal/FederalFederal-
State

Federal-
State

Federal-
State

/
State Lease Sale that they havehave-

Joined
have-

joinedjoined in the lawsuits to prepre-prepre-
vent

pre-
vent

¬-

vent the leasing there . The comcom-com-
ment

com-
ment

¬-

ment that they have on this new ,

and even more outrageous propro-pro-
posal

pro-
posal

¬-

posal of the federal governmentgovernmentI-

Sis DO NOT LEASE OFFSHOREOFFSHORE-
ININ THE BEAUFORT SEA .

There have been discussionsdiscussions-
among

discussions-
amongamong these communities aboutabout-
whl'ther

about-
whetherwhetherwhl'therwhlther' or not leasing should bebe-

done
be-

donedone inside the barrier islands ,

but that discussion is not relerele-rele-
vant

rele-
vant

¬-

vant to the new federal propro-propro-
posal

pro-
posal

¬-

posal ThisThl new "TentativeTentative"Tentative-
Sale

"Tentative-
Sale

"
Sale No 71 " is entirelyentllely in areasareas-
outside

areas-
outsideoutside barrier islands . ItIt-

Includes
It-

includesincludes the obviouslyobvlOu ly extremelyextremely-
high

extremely-
highhigh risk area of the pack iceIce-

and
ice-

andand the shear zonezonp of iceII'IIII'' wherewhl'rlwhlrlwhere-
the ' 'the pack ice meets the lands fastfast-

Ice

fast-

iceice It includesmcludes the sensitivesensItive-
nver

sensitive-

rivernverriver delta areas of thethl' CanningCannmg ,
Colville and other Arctic nversriversrivers-
It

rivers-
ItIt includesmcludes the entire fall migramigra-migra-
tion

migra-
tion

¬-

tion route of thethl' bowheadbowhead-
whale

bowhead-
whalewhale , and a significant part ofof-

the
of-

thethe spring migration route easteast-

of
east-

ofof Point Barrow as well It alsoalso-

includes
also-

includesincludes the area newar SmithSmith-
Bay

Smith-
BayBay where the bowheads congrecongre-congre-
gate

congre-
gate

¬-

gate , for unknown reasons , onon-

their
on-

theirtheir fall migration .

The Beaufort Sea sale of 19791979-
looks

1979-
lookslookscomparisoninsignificantInsiinsignificantnificant in comparcompar- ¬-

ison to this vast newnel" proposal ..

And the Beaufort Sea sale of
1979 has been steadfastly opop-op-
posed

¬.-

posed by local residents whowho-
have

who-
havehave the greatest knowledgeknowledge-
about

knowledge-
aboutabout the area . The appeal toto-

the
to-

thethe courts has not gone unnounno-unno-
ticed

¬.-

ticedticI'dticId' . I am enclosing for youryour-
informatIOn

your-
informationinformation , and I hope youryour-
earnest

your-
earnestearnest reflection , the MemoranMemoran-Memoran-
dum

Memoran-
dum

¬-

dum andnd Order issued by USUS-

District
US-

DistrictDistrict Court JudgeAubrey EE-

Robinson
E-

RobinsonRobinson in the lawsuitslawsuits-
brought

lawsuits-
broughtbrought by the North Slope
BoroughSlopeBorough, National Wildlife FedFed-Fed-
eration

¬.-

eration , and the Village oforor-

Kaktovik
of-

KaktovikKaktovik , and others , against the
1979 Beaufort Sea sale . Some of

the issues he discusses , principrmcl-prmclprinci-prmcl-
pally

princi-
pally

¬-

pally about the EnvironmentalEnvironmental-
Impact

Environmental-
ImpactImpact Statement , might bebe-

solved
be-

solvedsolved in later lease sale ImpactImpact-
Statements

Impact-
StatementsStatements But his statementsstatements-
about

statements-
aboutabout the duties of thethl' DepartDepart-
ment

Depart-
mentment of the InteriorIntenor are imporImpor-
tant

impor-
tanttant for your immediate consiconslconsl-
deration

consi-
derationderation JudgeJudg(' RobinsonRobmson statesstates-
that

states-
thatthatthat-

Plaintiffs

that-

PlaintiffsPlaintiffsPlamtlffs havphavehay !' made a subsub-
stantlal

sub-
stantialstantialstantlalstantlalshowingstantialshowingshowing (1)1( ) that thethe-
lease

the-
leaselease sale will jeopardize thethe-
exlstance

the-
existanceexistanceexlstance of the BowheadBowhead-
whale

Bowhead-
whalewhale , and (2)2( ) that the SecSec-
retary

Sec-
retaryretary has not insured thatthat-
the

that-
thethe sale will not jeopardizejeopardize-
thethe Bowheads ' existanceexistance-
Slip

existance-
Slip( Slip OpinionOpmion , 12/7/7912779// // ,

page four ) .

He was talkingtalkmg about thetheIthethV4thIth-

billion
;')billion acre 1979 Beaufort SeaSea-

Sale
Sea-

SaleSale . Can the Bureau of LandLand-
Mangement

Land-
MangementMangementbelievethatseriously belieyebeliev.ebelievebeliev.e-
that

.
thatproposalforthis brand new proposalpropsalprop salsal-

forfor possibly opening millionsmillions-
more

millions-
moremore acres in even more dangerdanger-danger-
ous

danger-
ous

¬-

ousgoingtoBeaufort Sea waters is going
to comply with the federalfederal-
laws

federal-
lawslaws ? In comment letters on thethe-
Beaufort

the-
BeaufortBeaufort Sea sale , the NationalNational-
OClamc

National-
OcianicOcianicOClamc and Atmospheric AdAd-AdAd-

ministration
Ad-

ministration
¬-

ministration could not guaranteeuaranteeuarantee-
thatthatguaranteethatthe necessary informationInformation-
about

informationinformation-

aboutabout the effect ofoflhofihMilhih millionmillion-
acre

million-
acreacre 1979 lease sale on the Bow-BowBow-
head

Bow-
head

Bow-
head

-

head could be gathered by 19811981-
Yet

1981-
YetYet your agency is steadfastlysteadfastly-

See( See LETTERS , Page 13)13)
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*""$\ pushing:
WIUIhoc *'!,; sdieadaheadheti.dd Jfe' 'accordlngrtoaccordlngrto' accordingtitongititongi 'ii 'toto' '

$; t, youryo.uryour.
,, publishedpublishedpubllshecschedple,,; scheduleschedllle, l. with '

,. .- y'sys$,' ; the idetideaI of01 leasingleeslng egosoo many times '
', t; moremOr:&,?' acreageac k,; totInrIn ry thetheBeaufort;;-BeaufortBeaufort-',

,' jSeaATe'iinew/jSeaATe'iinewjSeaATeiinewjSeaATe'iinewproposaloJ44Seaa.TheSeaa.TheSeaaThe&8.4/8.48.4The'il1n./..The'il1-nThe'il1Theil1n* ' -ngww'propwprop:/'{{'+:proposalsal, >}wlll.wllJwllJ'willwill'will-
require

',.'.wll-
Jreqldrerequirereqldre, more . " '. . .-' .yearsyearqye , study .VV: ., >.,

<,
""'!"jj" Finally?;;' IJ amam enclosing for yourOUJ'.informationinformation., fliformation'severalfliformationseveralyourfliformation'several' several other , docudocu-docu-
mentq

¬.-
mentsmentq.

, concerning thethQ opinion ofof-
local, locallocaI:localpeople-peoplepeople'people-' ' aboutabQut the BeaufortBeaufort-
Se

Beaufort-
SeaSeaSeSea, ' leasingleas !g; Idea1de *: AAyouAa-youAayou* -youyou-,yo fenoVknow ,.
there-&werethere&werewerethere'- L&.;,were'ijwereijwere ,,$4'!:) recentlyrecentlyIi-IiIi-i: publicpublic-
hearl

public-
hearinijhearingshearinijhearl s $ aboutabuabout4? theth ;elrProposedProposed-
Fjve

posedpose-
dFjveYeu"L

,
FiveFjveFjveYeu"LFjveYeuLfYear;YearLease

"
LeaselasePlan:, PlanPlan of theth De-DeDe-

partment'Of
De-

partment
-.

partment'OfpartmentOfpartmenHofpartment f' of thetheiInteriorii InteriorInteriorThat., That'lbatlbat-That'- 'lbat-
plan

That-
plan 'plan jtincludeadthe_' includesjncllde! '

jJthll
. the salesale.yottsaleyott,. youyo "

arerere-
n

are-
nownbwnown v/"rv"rr/.",? offering1offeririge>fterhlg *, fortor ' NominationsNombiationsNombiations-
and

Nominations-
andand , Comment. I am enclosingencloshigencloshig-
a

enclosing-
aa copyco r of.of. my testimony on bebe-bebe-

halt
¬.-

halfhalt of these three communities ,
as wellweD as resolutions fromfrom PointPoint-
LayLayLPointLy , Point, HopeflopeHope--Hopeand,_- '- andnd Wain-WainWain-
wright

-.

wright , 'thatthat' opposeopp se .bothboth., thisthis-

Beaufort,Beaufort&!aufort ,; Sea sale and the plan ¬.
nedneltned1985-19851985a985,1985,'- ,"

' Chukchi ,SaleSaI . TheThe-
danger

The-
dangerdanger !fromrom'o-

U

romo-
U

oilolt' Spills ,. noise polpoi ¬.
lutiontution ,; accedents from:m humanhuman-
errorerrorrror and ice movements and thethe-
eontJnumg

the-
continuingcontinuingeontJnumg Impact on subsissubsis-subsis-
tence

¬.-
fromtence hunting from these activiactlvlactivi-activi-

ties"are
¬.-

tles"area1Itlesarea1Ities"aretiesareties :,"are fall;; all ofot concern to thesethese-
communities

these-
communitiescommunities .,.delayIsfordelayisAn additional reason forfordelay.delaydelay.,
is that theth . Coastal Zone ManageManage-Manage-
ment

¬.-
ment ProgramPro fortor the ., MidMid-

Beautort
Mid-

BeaufortBeaufortBeautort 'SeaSea', Sea area is still notnot-
approvedapprovedpprov d ., It will'NUlNUl' take may yearsyealS

?, 'ioio'for\theforthefor\,t thfthe ;;:NNorthrth7rs*
, SlopeJ Y

';
.
'iJiJi'(;BoroughBorough-

and

wJ

i; and ;:, otherotherjj,: government1govemmentgovernment"', agenciesencfesa!(f to gathergathel; the necessaryneceSS8ry'informalnf9rma: ¬.'
; tiontlol1 about'boutboutabout'theaboutthe' .' the rest ofot thethfthe.! .Beaueau ¬.

"

fort,.fort'Set.fortSetfortSet. tort ' Sea ' coastcoastJInecoastlineJine, toallowtoallowthetotoall:*:-allall- owthe, the
'draftingdrafting' ' >' ofof'au.adequateofau.adequateofauadequateof'an.adequate'coastalofan.adequatecoastalofanadequatecoastalof'an.adequate'coastal-

zone
,

'-

an
a- n' . adequate '-

coastal
c-

oastal' oastal
'. zoneone - mangementmangementF vprogram'program' },, forfor-

thei
for-

theththjttheithe jt: rest 4'pt4pt*>'

"ff"f >.. thetheBeaufort
"'
-BeaufortBeaufort-, BeaufortSea&! ufor\uforuforSea\ -SeaSea- SeaIlea .

To push aheadafIead .withwith., new salessates InIn-

the
in-

thethe $;,, ,. Beaufort.tBeauforttBeauroBeauforttSeabeforec. Sea ";; beforebelolet'-, thethe-
regional

the-
regionalliregionalregionalli}fgovernmentgovernmentov mmentl*, of localloealloeal-
peopl

loca-
lpeople'ofpeoplepeoplpeople'ofpeopleof, "ofof"' o( the , area is ' prepared

,topreparedto.,
use its rightsrightsunderunder the "FederFeder'tederteder

"' ¬.
alaI and StateStateCoastal-CoastalCoastal--- Zone ManMan-Man-
agement

¬.-
agementagement"ActSagementActS""ActsActa Is directly countercounter-
to

counter-
toto the legislativelegiSlative'ludgementlegiSlativeludgementthatlocal

' judgementudgementlocal inIn-

these
in-

thesethese Acts that localoeal , governgovem ¬.
ments must the actively involvedInvolved-
with

involved-
withwith regulation of offshoreotCshore actiactlacti-acti-
vities

¬.-
vities on their coastline .,

The residents of these threethree-
communities

three-
communitiescommunities ,. and countlesscountless-
othet

countless-
otherotherothet North Slope residents , areare-
hoping

are-
hopinghoping that5-that5that\thatthat5thethatthe\.\- the federal (andand-
state

and-
statestate ) governmentsgovemme ts will delay
leasingdelayleasingplansflans in the Beaufort andand-
O1ukch

and-
ChukchiChukchiO1ukch Seas for many yearsyears-
soso80 that the problems of limitedlimited-
Industry

limited-
industryindustry technology and limitedlimited-
scientific

limited-
scientificscientific knowledge about thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic can be resolved beforebefore-
even

before-
eveneven more drilling is allowedallowed-
Inin the Arctic offshore .

ofBarrowRaymond Neokok , Sr . ,' of
Barrow , also testified at the ProPro-Pro-
posed

¬-

posed Five Year Lease PlanPlan-
hearing

Plan-
hearinghearing in Anchorage . HeHe-

summed
He-

summedsummed up the issue succinctly .
He knows very well about thethe-
still

the-
stillflowingstill-flowingstillflowingstill -. owing Ixtoc I exploratoryexploratory-
well

exploratory-
wellwell blowout in thetbe I>,IGulfGulf ofof-
Mexico

of-
MexicoMexico . He testified that " [ i ]
fthappensIna Mexican oil011 still happens
in the Beaufort Sea , I'mIm'' dead . "
Please don'tdont' let that happen ,
Mr . Gregg .

Sincerely ,
ALASKA LEGAL SERVICESSERVICES-

CORPORATION
SERVICES-

CORPORATION
SERVICES-

CORPORATION
CORPORATIONMichael
CORPORATION
Michael L JefferyJeUeryJeffery-

Attorney
JeUery-

Attorney
Jeffery-

AttorneyAttorneyAttorney-
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