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MORTON AND. LANG - Two main participants in a free-wfreewfree-freefreeheelingfree-wheelingfreewheelingfreewheeling-
meeting

,

- heelingheeling-
meetingmeeting last Thursday were Secretary of the Interior RogersRogers C.BCB. .

Morton and the AFN President Roger Lang . The meeting involvedInvolved-
the

involved-
thethe Interior Department and the Alaska Federation of Natives , Inc .

in an effort to solve post land claims problems involving NativeNatlvealalal-alal-
lotments

¬.-

lotmentsrotments , etc. Roger Lang evaluatedevalu ted the confab as "constructiveconstructive" . "
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Free-WheelingFreeWheelingFree--WheelingFreeheelingFree-Free-- .,heeling ConfabConfab-
ProgressesProgresses TowardToward-
Resolving

Toward-
ResolvingResolving ProblemsProblemsB-

y
:

By BETZI WOODMANWOODMAN-

ANCHORAGE
WOODMAN-

ANCHORAGE
WOODMAN-

ANCHORAGEANCHORAGE - With an 11-point11pointI-pointI1 - billbillofof particuparticu-particu-
lars

particu-
lars

¬-

lars from the Alaska FederatipnFederati n ofof.NativesofNatives.
. Natives for an agenda ,

, 57 NativeNa tive leaders sat down with , SecretaryS cretary of the InteriorInterior-
inin Anchorage last Thursday to thrash out problems stemstem--¬-

ming from the Land Claims Settlement Act.. Included in
the discussions were 21 specificspecific-
recommendations

specific-
recommendationsrecommendations regarding alal-alal-

lotments
al-

lotments
¬-

lotments , also prepared by thethe-
AFN

the-
AFNAFN .

After a hot , intense closed-closedcloscd-closcdclosed-
door

closcd-
door

closed-
door

-

door sessionscssion , the secretary andand-
Alaska

and-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of NativesNatives-

preslden
Natives-

presidentpresidentpreslden t Roger Lang declareddeclared-
the

declared-
thethe meeting was "constructiveconstructive" "
with "realreal" progress " made . In a>,

'

press conference after the meetmeet-meet-
ing

¬,-

ing , MorldliMortdiMort ; and Lang laidlaIdoutoutout-
thc

out-
thethethc problems and Interior'sInteriorsntcnor'sntcnorsIInterior's-
promised

ntcnor's-
promised

'

promisedpromisedremediesremediesremedies-
"There

remedies-
"There

remedies-
"There"ThereThere" are two major issuesIssues-

I
Issues-

want
issues-

wantI want to see workedworkedoutout ,
"

MortunMortvnMorton aud*udd1d<, . "TheThe"" fiibtmist.jj. t is thethe-
allotmen

the-
allotmentallotmentallotmen t question . There isI-
Ssomething

is-

somethingsomething different herehere-
somethmg

-
somethingsomethmg 1I can-'tca-ntcan-'tca-ntcan-'tca-nt' put my fingerfinger-
onon , that hasbas me definitely upup-upup-
tigh

up-
tight

¬-

tighttight..
"

He Was speaking of the wayway-
land

way-
landland tract allotments to NativesNativcsNativcs-
had

Natives-
hadhad been rejected . Of the moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 7,7007700, Native allotment apap-apap-
piications

ap-
plications

¬-
plicationspiications filed, some 85 perper-
cent

per-
centcent of those completedcompletedareare bebe-bebe-
ing

be-
ing

¬-

ing turned down by land inspecinspec-inspec-
tors

inspec-
tors

¬-
tors andandadjudicatorsadjudicators who saysay-
they

say-
theythey cannot find needed evievi-evievi-
dence

evi-
dence

¬-

dence of use .

The second issue which MorMor-Mor-
ton

Mor-
ton

¬-

ton said needed "finalfinal"finalresolu" resoluresolu-resolu-
tion

resolu-
tion

¬-

tion " was the matter of CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet Region Association defidefi-defi-
ciency

defi-
ciency

¬-

ciency lands .

"I'mIm" '' going to urge the soso-soso-
licitor

¬.-
licitor to deal with these ," saidsaid-
Morton

said-
MortonMorton , adding that the CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet groupgroupwaswas to ' make theirtheir-
best

their-
bestbest offer" to the solicitor bebe-bebe-
fore

be-
fore

¬-

fore helie left for Washington FriFn-FnFri-FriFn-
day

Fri-

day
¬-

day .

Lang commented that in spitespite-
of

spite-
ofof the large group present for

the discussion , "thethe" issues werewere-
not

were-
notnot diluted ,. .

I share with thethe-
secretary

the-
secretarysecretary that it was construcconstruc-construc-
tive

construc-
tive

¬-

tive free-dealfreedealfree-deill-deillfree-deal-freedeilll-
I1g

freedeal-
ing

-, a free-wheelingfreewheelingfree-wheelmgwheelmg- , -- ¬-

inglI1g meetingmectmg . In the past , probprob-prob-
lems

prob-
lems

¬-

lems would get referred for acac-acac-
tIOn

ac-
tion

¬-

tion , but no one ever camecame-
up

came-
upup with specific answers . ThisTimTim-
tIme

This-
timetime we HAVE comecone upupwithwithwith-
many

with-
manymany answersanswe r .

"InIn" most instancesmstances , " LangLang-
continued

Lang-
continuedcontinued , therethcre were specificspecIfic-
answers

specific-
answersanswers . Many issuesI sues were techtech-tech-
nIcal

tech-
nical

¬-

nical and involved , but thosethose-
problems

those-
problemsproblems which were identifiedIdentIfied-
hve

identified-
havehavehve: people assigneda sigtll'dsigtlld' to handlehanJle .

A long listItst remains , "butbut" wewe-
won

we-
wonwon rhajormajor concessionscomcssions: .

"
Meetings earlierearlicr in the weekwed-wedwed-

between
week-

between
-.

between Natives and land manman-man-
agement

man-
agement

¬-

agement officials had set thethe-
stage

the-
stagestage for Morton who thenthcn hadhadahad-
list

had-
list

a
list of changes - some majormJjormJjor-
to

major-
toto offer before hefie was confrontconfront-confront-
ed

¬-

ed with arguments about previprevI-prevI-
ous

previ-
ous

¬-

ous policies . _-
"AlthoughAlthough" we may not agreeagree-

on
agree-

onon all points ,
" Morton said ,

"( the conference ) uncovered aa-

significant
a-

significantsignificant number of deficiendefciendeficien-defdeficien-
cies

cien-ciencien-
des

¬-

ciesdes which if corrected will imim-imim-
prove

im-
prove

¬-

prove substantially our adminadmin-admin-
istration

admin-
istration

¬-

istration of this program .
"

As a result , Morton hashJS didi-didi-
rected

di-
rected

¬-

rected that the following scriesseriesseneseries-
ofof steps be taken immediatelyimmediately-immediately-

Applicants
'-

- Applicants ( for allotmentsallotment )

will be provided with copiescaples ofof-
allill111all field examination report ,

and Regional Corporations willwill-
receive

will-
receivereceive copies of all correspondcorrespond-correspond-
ence

¬-

ence sent to an applicant.. AllAll-
official

All-
officialofficial correspondence will alsoalso-
contain

also-
containcontain a more simply worded ,
0*0Continued( Continued on PagePalle 6)6)



AFN-MortonAFNMortonFN-Mort9DFNMort9DAFN-MortonAFNMorton-:-- . MeetMeet a S:,SuccessSccescces .
.
. '

:
;

,

'

.

" , ., .
' .

,
,

.
( Continuedontlnued homfrom pagPage 1iti i1 \{ \

straightstr ight forwardforwarforwarifstatement"statement.. ( Coj-CojCorCor-Coj-
porations

Cor-
porations

:-.
porations can thus act as advoadvo-advo-

tes
advo-

cates
-¬-

catestes toto; , help the Native file apap-apap-
peals

ap-
peals

¬-

peals orororproduceproduce further evieVi-eVieV-
im

evi-
dence

¬-

, dencem !) '
I

-. - There "willwill
"

be a 30-day30day30daya-
dVilnCe

30day-
advance

---
advanceadVilnCe notice of the Field ExEx-ExEx-
miner's

Ex-
aminer's

¬-
aminer'saminersminer'sminers' arrival . Applicantspplicantso willwill-
bebe given 6Q60 days to respond toto-
requests

to-
requestsrequestsrequestsforevidencebetter-forfor.for-. additional evidencevidencevdencedence-
betterdaysbu.tdaysbutbetter than the present 30 days
butbu.t. less than the-,90the,9090ththe -. .COCO00,.) days askedaskeasked-
andJ1thasapplicanthasand in cases where an applicantapplicapplicantJ1t
has died , their land grants maymay-
be

may-
bebe deeded to '' their heirs , withwilhwilh-
liberal

with-
liberalliberal time allowed to carrycarrycarry-
this

carry-
thisthis out..

- Interpreters will be usedused-
whenever

used-
wheneverwhenever a

.

language problemproblem-
exists

,

exists . ,

- Through ' a cooperativecboperativecboperative-
agreement

cooperative-
agreementagreement between the BureauBUIeauBUIeau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Land Management and thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Indian Affairs ,. aaNaNa .
livetive advisor will be stationedstationed-
inin each BLM District office.. ,

- In ' considering evidenceevidenc'e'
,

affidavits of the applicant andand-
others

and-
othersothers living-livinglivinginlivingiJ1- iniJ1 the area whowho-
have

who-
havehave firsthand knowledge of thethe-
land

the-
landland will be given substantialsusubstantial-
weight

!> stantialstantial-
weightweight..

( This last was an unexpectedunexpected-
concessio'l

unexpected-
concessionconcessionconcessio'lconcessiol' and this procedure ,

will be givenlivenv n substantial weightweight-
by

weight-
byby the land inspectorsinspectos . )

- More specific criteria willwill-
be

will-
bebe issued for determinations ofof-
when

of-
whenwhen sand and gravel are to bebe-
considered

be-
consideredconsidered valuable mineralsn nerals. InIn-
addition

In-
additionaddition , the Geological SurveySurvey-
isis being directed to review itsits-
existing

its-
existingexisting mineral ClassificationsIassifications .,

( Land inspectors have rejectreject-reject-
ed

reject-
ed

¬-
ededallotmentsallotments which havehavc eithereithe-
rand

either-
sandsandand$ or gravel because inspectorsinspectors-
consider

inspectors-
considerconsider them mineralsnnerals and

*

>byby-
law

y
law mineral deposits cannot bebe-
gained

be-
gainedgained by land allotments . )

- We will enter into discusdiscus-discus-
sions

discus-
sions

¬-

sions with the U.SUS. . Forest SerSer-SerSer-
vice

¬.-
vice into improve proceduresprocedures-
involving

procedures-
involvinginvolving the National Forests .,

- Village and Regional CorCor-Cor-
porations

Cor-
porations

¬-

porations will be permitted toto-
file

to-
filefile selections over existing alal-alal-

lotment
al-

lotment
¬-

lotment applications .

The secretary said other techtech-tech-
nical

tech-
nical

¬-

nical changes would also bebe-
made

be-
mademade in which some of thethe-
issues

the-
issuesissues .-require

r-
equire.,require further analysisanalysis-

inin the department..

"ButBut" I promise you a promptprompprompt-
response

(

responseJesppnse ," he said . "ThereThere" willwill-
be

will-
bebe a meetingmee.ting. called immediatelyimmediately-
ofofofallall BLMBUd personnel involvedinvoJved in

allotmentsallotmntsallotmallotmentsnts
' to acquaint themtfiemthem-

with
tfiem-

withwith results pfQfof this conferenceconferconference-
and

ncence-
andand tototoadviseadvise them of the newnewnew-

procedures
new-

proceduresprocedures .
"

'ii\'-
iThej

'

ThejTheyTheTheysecretary! secretary ,spokesp ke severalsevlralse rarrar-
tim

'

timestim s of the need for "improvedimproved"
communicationscomm\fnica1commfnica1"improvedcommfnica1"improvedcommunications
communications\ ons" .'

between 'dede'dc-'dcdc'dc-
partment

'

de-dede-
partment

¬-

partmentpartment, officials and the NaNaa-aa-
tives

¬.-_
tives . ii-

In
l{l-

JnInJn thfrthethe-thematter,- matter-mattermatterof-. of late filers inin'enrollme-

nt

in-
enrollment

'-
enrollment

e-

nrollment'.

enflenrollment;> lJment , the secretary said ,

.

'. "ItIt" is lhiy)',tnyny hope that wewerue *,. couldcould-
eventually

could-
eventuallyeventuallyeven\utllyevenutlly\'

: enrollntoll every eligibleeligible-
Alask'a

eligible-
Alaska

eligible-
AlaskaAlask'aAlaskaAlaska Native ., "

HeIle isaid!{ said heJ1ebe wouldwouldsuppsortould supportsuppbrtsuppsortsuppsor-
tpendingpending legislation to allow late-latelate-

filers
late-

filers
late-

filers
-

filers sqmesgme benefits . Such legis-legislegis-
latjon

legis-
lalion

legis-
lation

-

, latjonlalionlation should"should'"" be carefully draftdraft-draft-
ed

draft-
ed

¬-

ed with time to study and knbwknknbwknbw-
all

ww-
allall the aspects . " . '

MortonMort n said he regretted thethe-
delays

the-
delaysdelays encountered in the 2-C2C22C-
Studies

-.('-Studies . Helie assured the NativesNatives-

that
Natives-

thatthat under the( fie contractedStudycontracted Study ,

ititot be let probably this week ,.

there will be Native involvementinvolvemehtinvolvementinvolvemeht-
and

involvement-
andandI"Andinput1I put.. I

" reassurereassure-

you
"AndAnd I want to.againtoagainto-againtoagain.- reassurereassure-

youyou that this Study is not dede-dede-
signed

de-
signed

,
¬-

signed to result in the reductionreductiOn-
of

reduction-
ofof any Federal program in AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

¬.-

ka for the benefit of Natives .
"

He agreedagreedto-toto- to study proposedproposed-
legislation

proposed-
legislationlegislation on the, matter andand-
said

and-
saidsaid he "certainlycertainly"certainly'supportscertainlysupports"' 'supportssupports' thethe-
general

the-
generalgeneral objectives " of the bills .

Because the department waswas-
unable

was-
unableunable to finallyfmally adjudicate thetl'tetltetl't-
eel

the-
eligibility 'eligibilityel gibil ty of all villages by June
18 of this year , the secretarysecretary-
said

secretary-
saidsaid he was waivingwaivingthewaiving-thewaivingthe-thethe- regularegula-regula-
tions

¬.-

tions to10 permit contested vilvil-vilvil-
lages

vil-
lages

¬-

lages to file their land selecselec-selec-
tions

¬.-
tions . These selections will bebe-
adjudicated

be-
adjudicatedadjudicated when the villagesVvillages-
are

llagesllages-
areare foundfoundeJigiblefoundeligibleeligibleeJigible .

TheThe-subject-ThesubjectThesubjectof.,- subject ,- of easements bebe-bebe-
ing

be-
ing

¬-
ing reserved in lands conveyedconveyed-
under

conveyed-
underunder the Act and those involvedinvolved-
with

involved-
withwith navigable waters had beenbeen-
presented

been-
presentedpresented by the Native leadersleader-
swih

leaders-
withwithwih( a proposed solution . TheThe-
Native

The-
NativeNative group had asked thatthat-
steps

that-
stepssteps be taken at once to finalfinal-final-
ize

final-
ize

¬-

ize easement standards .

And they requested eliminaelimina-elimina-
tion

elimina-
tion

¬-

tion of any recreation easeease-ease-
ments

ease-
ments

¬-

ments along non-navigablenonnavigable-- bodiesbodies-
of

bodies-
ofof water . "TheThe" BLM maintainsmaintains-
that

maintains-
thatthat the fish and water are pubpub-pub-
lic

pub-
lic

¬-

lic 'andand' therefore an easementeasement-
isis needed . We argue that fishfish-
should

fish-
shouldshould be more accessible thanthan-
game

than-
game

'-
no

n-o'n-

oeasements

'
game for which there( re are nono-
easementseasements-easements j;'". -* '
easementsThese

These subjects , said the secsec-sec¬-

retary , are "hihi"IliIli'"" highlyhly compfexcomprexcomplex '""
and "II"Ihave""'II'JJ' .havehave-have.,- no easy4asyasy , immediateimmed ate I1I-

answer

1-

answeranswer . . . I must rely on mymy-
solicits

,

solicitsolicits , r for his jCounselFounselFounselincounsel inin each ., '

situation . The departmentUepartment IS'is
'
is ,

II-

howeverhowever , attemptingattemphng to establish 11-

some
\

some workable criteriacrltcriteriari . " ,- II-

Although

I

Although the {departmentktepartment hashas-
provided

has-
providedprovided assurancesassuran1ces for subsistsubsist-subsis-
ttnce

¬.- !?

ence'bncebncetnce' hunting anan1anj< jl fishing on itsits-
D2

its-
D2D2 proposalspropsalsprop<) sals , theth secretary saidsaid-
he

said-
hehe recognizedrecogn ized thet e concern ortort-
how

onon-
how

n
-howhow-' , how this would beea carried outouLouL-

"But
.

"ButBut'But"' IIamam confidentconconfidentIdent thatthaI thethe-
details

the-
detailsdetails of this fanan be spelledspelled-
out

spelled-
outout more specificallyspecifispecif i al4Yaly, as we dede-dede-
velop

¬.-
velop the managernentmanagernentmanage''

, ient plans forfor-
administration

-

administration oioJof:,
;' these areas ,"

he said . jj-
In

IiI-

iInIn final commentsommentsComments , the secsec-secsec-
retary

¬.-
retary said his jdepartmentidepartmcntdepartment; isis-
now

is-
nownow studying possible lejisTStionle3is'litionle3islitionleisTationle3is'lition-

to
leisTation-

to
, '!to permit themsothems (00( pay into anan-

escrow
an-

escrowescrbwescrow fund moneymoneyreceivedreceived forfor-
interim

for-
interiminterim administrationadminjstralionadminjstration '-of

o-f' of landland-
selected

land-
selectedselected by Native'jcorporationsNativejcorporationsNajve\NajveNajvecorporaionsNative( '\

corporaionscorporations! ,.

At the cloiedcloSed .meetingmeetingjneelingjneeting
.

, LangLang-
said

Lang-
saidsaid , Morton put himselfJ\imselfJimself\ on recrec-recrec-
ord

¬.-
ordordasas-asaspromisingasas,;- promisingprorruspromisingng thathat "nono"" propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

¬-

grams now affecting NativesNaivesNaives-
would

Natives-
would

(

would be cut-offcutoff-- , phasedphasedoutout oror-
cutback

or-
cutbackcutback " due to the Land ClaimsClaim-
sAct

Claims-
ActAct..

"WeWe" learned a lot ," said thethe-
secretary

the-
secretarysecretary of the meetingsm etngs . "AndAnd"And-
there

"And-
there

"
there is much more we cancan-
learn

can-
learnlearn . " Hefie praised the NativeNative-
leaders

Native-
leadersleaders for the work and uader-uaderunder-underuader-
standmg

UAde-
rstandmg

under-
standing

-

standmgstanding of the complicatedcomplicated-
problems

complicated-
problemsproblems , particularly in the didi-didi-
rect

di-
rect

¬-

rect and clear presentation of isis-isis-

sues

is-

sues

¬-

sues needing attention .

Commenting on the sessionssessIOns-
and

sessions-
andand results , Lang said , "ForFor" thethe-
time

the-
timetime spent , we accomplishedaccomplished-
moremore in one day than we havehave-
for

have-
forfor the whole preceding year .:"'

Other leadersI/adersIaders/: left the meet-meetmeet-
ings

meet-
ings

-.

ings cautiously hopeful that itit-
was'-was

w-

as
_'. was not just another "we'llwell" ' looklook-
into

look-
intointo it" affair . But they appearedappeared-
willJ

appeared-
willingwillingwillJg to give Interior its chancechance-
toto make good , waiting a couplecouple-
months

couple-
monthsmonths or so to see if promisespromises-
were

promises-
werewere keptkeptand'andand-and'- other mattersmatters-
followed

matters-
followedfollowed up on .

CORRECTIONCORRECTION-
In

CORRE ('"IONION"
In last week'sweeks' edition on Page

4 , the photograph of FrankFrank-
Jones

Frank-
Jones ', State EcoEco-Eco-

nomic
Eco-

nomic
Jones of the Alaska ¬-

nomic Opportunity Office in Ju-JuJu-
neau

JJu-
neau

u-.

neau , was incorrectly identifiedidentifidentified-
as

eded-
asas Rep . Mike Miller . The TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes regrets the error .


