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- ALLO MENT CONFER ‘NCE IS SUCCESSFUL
Meetmg Criticizes BLM
On %:Gua«ranteed TLands

Delegates to a two-day conference on Native Land
Allotments held in Anchorage last. week adopted a state-
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ment which says, in part,
developed by BLM is
rob Alaskan Natives
Federal law."

The conference  was called
by AEN after’it became known
“that nearly 90 of the applica-
tions being processed by BIM
were rejected for vanous reasons

The meeting chaired by AEN
President, Roger Lang, was well-
attended by representatives of
the RurAL CAP Development

“Corporations from  throughout
the state

RurAl "CAP, AFN, and legal
IServices ~were anstoumental on
helping cligible Native  people
to make out thew apphcations
dunng" 68,69, 70 and 71

Among the 21 recommenda-
tyons.of the conference were the
fallowing

The Allotment apphcant ot
s designated  representative
must be present dunng the field
mvestigatjon

BLM tevise the job descrip-
ton for Hield investigators tore
quire knowledge of traditional
Native - use ~and - occupancy
and that BIM replace present
field investigators with Alaskan

Natives who afe  fanuhar
with traditional use and ovu
pancy

BIM rewvise the job descrip-
“tion for adjudicators to requite
knowledge of traditional Native
use and occupancy and tht the
presént BIM adjuiicators be re
quired to become tanuhar with
traditional Native use and occu
pancy ot ‘be replaced

Allotment apphcants be given
90 days from the.date of receipt
torespond - to the BLM's notice
of antention: o reject orredoce
an‘allotment-application

The Department ot Intenior
shall increase the stathing ot the
Bureau of -Indian Aftaus realty
staft or contracting with region-
al corporations so that the BIA
or the regional corporations can
assist - allotment apphcants
collecting affidavits and othes
evidence which would prove the

. We find that the policy

illegal, immoral, and is designed to
of land rights: guaranteed them by

individual's  claim ot ‘use - and
occupancy.

Mineral potential of-allotment
lands should be deternuned dur
ing. ficld investigations anil not
by lusing United States Gridlogs-
cal Sutvey classification

BLM shall not use represen:
tatives of “the federal agencies,
such as the forest service who
have vested inferests in the Hand
clatmed for. allotments, ay field
inyestigators in-allotment vlams

Allotment applicitions which
have been filed with a respons-
ble government agency by chi-
gible Alaskan Natives, but which
were not tiled prior to Dec- 18,
1971 with the Burcau of Indun
Affaies, shall be conudered as
legiimate apphcations )

Allotment appheations which
have been repedted ar reduced
previous to- the mmplementation
of any or-all ot the above rec-
ommendations shall be reviewed
by ‘BIM and BIA and any allot.
ments which would have heen
approved f the new gurdehines
were an ctfect, shall then be
approved



