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ASIASRC! , UIC settle 7i , 7jlj suit, '

I

By Linda Ln1.JenkinLn1JenkinLord() . JelrhinsJelrhins-

TundraTundra TimeslimesTimes-

Two
limes-

TwoTwo najormajor; ArcticArctic Slope corcor-corcor-
porations

-.
poratiunsporations have scsealedtled a lunglong-longlong-
standing

.-

standing animusityanimosity 9verQver revenuesrevenues-
and

revenues-
andand signed an

.-
agre

a-

gre
.
agreementment sayingsaying-

they
saying-

theythey will work together in thethe-
future

the-
futurefuture to the benefit of both.

, The Arctic Slope RegionalRegional-
Corp

Regional-
CorpCorp . and UkPea vikik InupiatInupiat-
Corp

Inupiat-
CorpCorp . , the for.profitforprofitfor-profitforprofit.- corporationcorporation-
ofof Barrow , signed titth settlementsettlement-
agrecmcnt

settlement-
agreementagrecmcntagreement in BarrowUarroW Dec . 28 ,

bringing to a duseclose a three.yearthreeyearthree-year-threeyearthreeyear-
old

.- .-

old lawsuit filedfried by UIC against
, ,

,
ASRC .

Under the ssettlementttlcment , ASRCASRC-

agreed

ASRC-

agreedagreed to pay UIC $628,000628000$ , feefee-

and
fee-

andand will turn uverover revenues fromfrom-
sand

from-
sandsandsandandand gravel developmentdevelopment-
which

development-
whichwhich is done within the bounboun-boun-
daries

-.
daries of land covered by UIC .

Signing on behalfbehalfofof ASRC ,

Chairman Edward E . HopsonIlopson ,

Sr . stated that the agreement isis-

"the
is-

"the"thethe" beginning of a new era ofof-
cooperation

of-
cooperationcooperation between the twotwo-
corporations

two-
corporationscorporations . It is an oppor .

tunity to work together as part .

ners to build stronger and moremore-
pro

more-
profitableproprofitablefitable corporations . "

UIC Vice.PresidentVicePresidentVice-PresidentVicePresident.- ArnoldArnold-
Brower

Arnold-
BrowerBrower , Sr . , signing for UIC ,

emphasized the importance ofof-
this

of-
thisthis accord to the Native shareshare-share-
holders

.-

holders of Barrow and the entireentire-
Arctic

entire-
ArcticArctic Slope .

"II" view this as a commitcommit-commit-
ment

.-

ment by UIC and ASRC to makemake-
the

make-
thethe corporations successful , pro .

, vide continued employment forfor-
shareholders

'

shareholders , andandovercomeovercome the

hurhurdleslc ofui' the future , auclhlI\.hlI.hlI.hhlI.ha\. aasas-
SectionSection 1991 of ANCSA .

"

Among those present at thethe-
signing

the-
signingsigning ceremonies was NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope Borough Mayor EugeneEugene-

Brower
Eugene-

BrowerBrower who underscored thethe-
significance

the-
significancesignificance of the two corpor .

ations reaching this accord .

Others inhr attendance also ex-exex-
pressed

ex .-

pressed the feeling this wouldwould-
bring

would-
bringbring a brighter future for thethe-
two

the-
twotwo corporations and theirtheir-
shareholders

their-
shareholdersshareholders .

The lawsuit grew out of aa-

battle
a-

battlebattle over those sand and gravelgravel-
revenues

gravel-
revenuesrevenues and the interpretationinterpretation-
ofof what was legally village corcor-corcor-
poration

-.
poration revenues andandregionalregionalregiona-
lcorporation

regiona-
lcorporationcorporation rev.enuesrevenues. .

Under the ANCSA , regionalregiona-
lcorporations

regiona-
lcorporationscorporations are entitled to revrev-rev-
enues

.-

enues from sub.surfacesubsurface. developdevelop-develop-
ment

.-

ment , even under viJIagevillage corpor .

ation land . ANCSA allowed thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage corporation domain ofof-
surface

of-
surfacesurface deposits .

However , a federal court ruledruled-
two

ruled-
twotwo years ago that sand andand-
gravel

and-
gravelgravel was a sub.surfacesubsurfacesub-surfacesubsurface.- resourceresource-
and

resource-
andand regional corporations werewere-

entitled
were-

entitledentitled to the revenues fromfrom-
sand

from-
sandsand and gravel development..

A meeting of village corporacorpora-corpora-
tion

.-

tion representatives from thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth Slope and other scatteredscattered-
South

scattered-
SouthSouth Central and SouthwestSouthwest-
viIJages

Southwest-
villagesviIJagesvillages was held in AnchorageAnchorage-
inin 1982 to discuss the mattermatter-
and

matter-
andand many of the villages decideddecided-
toto intervene in an ongoing suitsuit-
about

suit-
aboutabout ANCSA 7i71 revenue sharshar-sharshar-
ing

-.
ing , principally on the sand and

gluvclgravelgluvclmattergravelmattermatter..
.

The two NortlNorth Slope corpcorpor-corporcorpor-
ations

r .-

ations decidecideded after two years ofof-
'battle

of-
battle'battlebattle' to settle their differendlfferentesdlfferentes-
because

eses-

becausetlatthebecause "TheThe" parties believe tlatthatthat-
he

)

thehe continuation of litigation DCbe-bebe-

ween

.-
tweenween them will severely hami1crhami1cr-
their

lran erer-
theirtheir ability to work togethertogether-
inin a cooperative and constructiveconstructive-
manner

constructive-
mannermanner . " according to the settlesettle-settle-
ment

.-

ment document..
I

\ Under terms of the settlement ,

tICIJIC), agrees to drop its suitsuit-
against

suit-
againstagainst ASRC nndand never file JtItJt-

again

It-

againagain and in turn , ASRC agreedagreed-
that

agreed-
thatthat even if the law changes anyany-
portion

an '
portion of ANCSA affecting thethe-
sand

the-
sandsand and gravel issue , it willwill-

abide
will-

abideabide by its settlement corn .

mitment..

The two corporations alsoalso-
agree

also-
agreeagree that "itit" is in the best inin-inin-

terest

.-

terest of both parties . . . ., toto-
foster

to-
fosterfoster economic development atat-
both

at-
bothboth the village and regionalregional-
level

regional-
levellevel and to encourage and propro-pro-
mote

.-

mote Native-ownedNativeowned-- business ca-caca-
pable

ca .-

{pable,able of competing with non .

Native businesses , employmentemployment-
ofof Natives and generally insuringinsuring-
aa stable economy for futurefuture-
generations

future-
generationsgenerations .

"
.

To that end , the two commitcommit-commit-
ted

.-

tedted"whenever"wheneverwhenever" feasible and notnot-
inconsistent

not-
inconsistentinconsistent with any bindingbinding-
existing

binding-
existingexisting contractual commit-commitcommit-
ments

commit-
ments

-

ments of ASRC of VICUIC to thirdthird-
parties

third-
partiesparties , development projectsprojects-
within

projects-
withinwithin the Barrow arearea shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe jointly pursued by ASRC andand-
UIC

and-
UICUIC .,

"
The two also agreed that

whenever consistent with mutualmutual-
corporate

mutual-
corporatecorporate objectives they willwill-
try

will-
trytry to create unified positions

on political issues of local imIm-Im-Im-
portance

.

portance and to help each otherother-
achieve

other-
achieveachieve common goals .


