DEC urges continuation of drilling limit

By Linda Lord-Jenkins
Tundra Times Editar

No more than 75 days should
be added to the drilling re-
strictions imposed on Beaufort
Sea exploratory oil operations,
according to  the Alaska De-
partment of Environmental
Conservation.

That recommendation came
in a report released last deek
by DEC Commissioner Erpest
Mueller who said he agrees
that despite the low probabil-
ity that a major blowout will
ocewr, increased drilling activ-
ity will increase the chances of
some form of damage to the
Beaufort Sea.

Department of Natural Re-
sources Commissioner John
Katz is expected to rule by
March 1 on extending seasonal
drilling restrictions in the Beau-
fort, Those restrictions, im-

plemenied two years ago and
up for review this year, limil
drilling activity to the winter

hard-ice periods from Nov, |
to March 31,

The restrictions were im-
posed to give scientists time 1o
study the effect of drilling on
the bowhead whale which ni-
grates to the Beaufort through
the drilling area, and 1o give

the oil J:'ldustfy more time 1o

develop 'better technological
capabilities 1o clean wp oil
spills. '

It was felt that cleaning up
spilled oil during the hard ice
period is easier than that in
broken ice times and doesn’t
cause as much potential
harm to the bowhead and oth-
er ocean life.

The DEC report tw Katz
stated that “year round drilling
would substantially increase
the number of small, incidental
spills from routine operations.
Such ¢hronic pollution poses
a substantial threat to overall
habitat  quality, particularly
when evalugted in conjunction

with current  spill
capabilities.”

Mueller submitted several al-
ternatives which will be dis-
cussed in a DEC public hear-
ing on the matter in Anchor-
age this week,

His report didn'i give a pre
ferred alternative but did in-
clude estimates on the cost of
that alternative to the state’s
share of oil revenues.

Those alternatives are:

* Retaining the current re-
strictions which state consul-
tant Dames and Moore esii.
mated could cost the state
up to §505 million in Jost
revenues because ol increased
oil industry drilling costs.

* Increasing the drilling sea-
son  from the current six
months 1o eight-and-one-hall
months with prolibitions on
dnlling during break-up and
freeze-up, Drlling would be
allowed from Nov, [ 1o May 1§
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and from July 15 to Sept. 15.
An estimated $187 million in
revenues would be lost to the
state with this alternative.

* Allowing year-round drill-
ing insid¢ the Barrier lslands

il s

and & Nov. 1 to Aug. 31 season

for drilling outside the islands
where ice conditions are more

cost the state $187 million.

*Scrapping all drilling re-
strictions which would have no

adverse. financial impact on
state revenues,

Despite the fact that the
drilling restrictions were im-
posed to wait for more scien-
tific data on the effects of drill-
ing on the bowhead whale, this

Thlmﬂr.tnbuhlmn
ducted in conjunction with
the proposed offshore oil |ease

and

the Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea
and Northern Bering Sea,” a re-
port on “Tissue Analysis of
Endangered Whales on . the
Beaufort Sea” and the “Ef.
fects of Qil on the Feeding
Mechanisms of the Bowhead
Whale.”

The studies “constitute the
majority of ongoing scientific
research” on the effects of
oil activities on the bowhead,
and shouldn't be Jeft out of
any study on seasonal restric-
tions, Brower's statement said.

He also pointed out that
the drilling restrictions were
imposed to protect a whole

hich stated that 17 blowouts
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components which are numer- cost of the operation.
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present knowledge of the pe- mendous environmental bene-
troleum-related  activity :

its relationship to cataceans is

insufficient hmu'ﬂ _




