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Tommy OngtoogukOngtoo9 explainse plains hihit , purpose'UrPose.UrPose.UrPoseP
_ ' .

ini'i' phptographyphotography after showing his slide
show recentlyrecgntly iIn AnchorageAnchorage,; Ongtooguk , l as been , documenting the Northwest
Arctic and its people for the i4anillaq" lAssociation.Association001 0"0" '.

r

Once asleepasi
,

, '
" see EsKnio.cultoceEsKniocultoce. of e t ,

'

,
* , .

By . ,
Mess

Tundra TRm StMStaff*

TtxnmyTommy OfigtoogukOngtooguk .describeedescribee.describesdescribes. ,'
himselfhimselfas, s an Eskimo RipPip,

VanVair

-WinkleWinkle- wnowho slept'slept' -for1for1Jot- 20

yearyears.years. Ongtooguk Iis? wide
awake nownow, istai seeing his world

,
wiihwith fresh eyeeyes , and wants to

'share'shareshare' hthis
.,
vision with anyone

.elseelse.,else willing to look and listenlisten.listen.,

OrtgtoogukOngtooguk iiwor"ig'iiworig, worEi
" '' tlas aI

photographer for Mahiilaqlhe.MahiilaqlheMahiilaq , lhe .,

non-profitnonprofit-- innarm of,
NANA/.doc"NANA.docNANA.doc"docNANAdoc-NANAdoc/, ;

. "-

umenting faiupiatInupiat liftlife , In Alas'AlasAlas-'-
'lea'lea'ka'skas' Northwestonhwest Arctic.Arctic., Hefit hahas

been workingwdiking on Uiethe project

foifot
,

almost six(ix ..yearyear.yearsyears , andnd exex.ex.,

pects'pects' to continue for Mas long
as hehe lives.lives.

Helie has shown-shown - his ';
.-
slide

s-
lide.
elide

shoW , "TheThe" Changing .WorldWorld. of
the Northwest Alaska EskiEskl-Eskl-
mom 0t,

'" "toto" to students'students' , politicianspoliticlans ;,

'civiccivic'cIA6cIA6' groups , ', participants at
thetha last Alaska .FederationFederation., .;'of'ofofd' '

n,'rr' f Natives .conventionconvention., , andnd ?to
other Interested partiespart1q , Ong-OngOng.-.
.tooguktooguk., narrates the.showintheshowint9e.showt9eshow, . ,

ire

a softsoft' ' but expressiveeaipr ssive .vpiccvpiccvoice., as
images of boats'boats' onon

.-the
t-
he., the Noa-Noa-

takta1C RiverRiver-,'- children swimming

at, Kotzebue onn aft-aftad- unusually'unusually'

, hot day-day- , bUzzard.bUzzardblizzard. conditions at

90 i, below zeroiero andand'' , an unun-un- ,

heard-ofheardof- fence .blendblend. -withwith-

Images of freewayfreeways'andotherfreewaysandother'andotherandother' ,

.signssigns., , of developmentdeelopment* fromfrom'thefromthe' the
Lower 48-4848 ;: -;,

,
OngtopgukhasOngtoogukhas, developed

,
a

uniquelurtgtie perspectiveperspgctfve oot
'

{" .thethethey
.

[contrasts'contrastscontrasts ,
' between'betweenbetween ' his'NativehisNative

ArcticArctI4, 'as.as.as'atat'
. welliyvell '-as

a-s'-as
a-s' the lmpliimpli

cations modemmodern development

holds forfbc his Inupiat.peoplCtInupiatpeoplCtlnuplat .peoples

BoraDorm In September "ofof'of"' 1922 ,
QngtoogukOngtooguk viewedviewed'PfsviewedPfs,

' Jlife.'inJlife.inJlifein.,
'
'
in his

birthplace of7elletaof Tellexsyrd,

id'oth-

er

idoth-

er

pthezr, , 'EskimoFsklmo villages with i* sensewise of.ofol .

, permanencypermanency"TherepermanencyThere.,,"There was 4 feelfeel--

ingIng.ofIngof.ofof. belonging"belongingbelonglng" hehe explainsexpialns;, .,,

--"Thai"-ThaiT-hai-"ThatThat" 'ltlt)
'
( would gogo on lucelike that

foreverOTforever-forever,"- Then , in 1951.19511951 ., Ong.OngOng-.-
tooguk'tooguk'

, Joined the
i,
Air Force,

.andand. became partpart'part' of the StrateStrate--
giclc AirA1Comma.A1Comma; , Command.Command.

d,.

The next'20next20,next' 20 years of Ong-OngOng.-.

'tooguk's'tooguks'tooguk's' ' ' fifl1fd'l1fd' iverespentwere , spent outout..

side ?. ,the'bordersthebordersthe ' borders of the great
land ;;' 10 ,ycaryears Inin .the".thethe.

"'
, Far

'EastEast'
Eastand"Eastand, % and'and'" 10 In(n the'the' Lower 48.4848 .,

"When'When"When" ' I camecame back'tobacktobiek "toto'" Alas4s-4s -

kaka'ItwvaskaItwvas, ,'ItfwasItfwas' ircadreally iaiffcrentdiffereni"hedifferenihe,," he
""BeforeBefore" "

1 leftremembers.remembersreniefrmbers-reniefrmbers.- "BeforeBefore ,

,
therethese werewere.'villageswere.villageswerevillagesJ.' villages that'that' 'had'had' '

gotten mailmall only onceonce /I'monthI'monthImonth/
,' month ,

orof eveneven ,
onceOnce sverver six months ,

by dog sledsled.sled;. NowNowfi lhin Kotze-KotzeKotze.-.

huebue they gelget thetWmauiriail everyevery

, ,daydays[
,

Money 'hid'hid'had ',, become a
large'largetaiga ' 'partpartpart"part' " '

or"orot" Alaska.Alaska. Many
things had/begunhadbegunha4begun/,( to die.die. If
I1 had 'iot'gbneiotgbnedot"gonedotgone' '" away , 1I would

4 notnothave, have 'realized'zealitedzealited these; things

\R thffthe ' way I lt 'diddid"d1d1'" when 1) re-rere.-.

turned.turnedWrueV'WrueV."' h' !
,

: Ongtooguk'Ifou'ndOngtoogukIfoundOngtooguk
* ' ound' changeschimges ?;

A/ ,iri himselfashimself , as wcll.'Wwcll.WwcllWwell .:' "HtHt" Native
language-hadlanguagehad- become$Fcame'hard'tdrFcamehardtdr'hard'hard' ' tor
speak.speakspeak.speak. 'MyMy"My'"' mtedmind waswisspeak-wisspeak,,(peak -

ingIn fluently; butbut m/mmy'my/' tongue
w1'clurifig"1clurifigllclumiy' ;" , Ongtooguk ,

'-rer
r-er'

re-re- '
memberimiMbeiil ,

"-liotirigl-iotirig" hc0fig thaltthat hhhis

tongue'tongue' has
,

since become1become
agile, and he speaks'hisspeakshisspeaks'speaks' his Native
InupiaqInuplaq

.
language'language''

,
with the ;

ease'ease' of hiih4 childhood.childhood. OngtooOngtocr-Ongtocr -

guk does riot regret hishit yearsyears
; onlheon fe| outside.outside'outside.'

. "II" received'areceivedareceived '
a

world-wideworldwide 'wl&hwlh' &- education , which
.textbookstextbooks., couldcould-could

-
, never1never'never' giveglvF,""

Chief among'amongamong' thosethose'those
' obserya-obseryaio serya.serya-.

lionstionswas'war'the'warthe', AU' ', Idea 'thatthatAati' | Toots1oo'ts1oots
'

and culture irere essential to'to' the
well-beingwellbeingwell -

belng of any Individual.IndividualIndividual .,
t "TheThe"The AlaskAlaski

,

'
,
Nativeative/ative/, Clalmi'ClaimsClaims'

Settlement-Settlement
- ActAct has .reallyreally

.,

brought'brought' a 'challengechallenge' tto our
peppierpeople ; Ongtooguk exex'ex'.
plainplainl.plainl/"Now"NowNow/. "NowNow" , -ourour-our leadership} tadership.tadership .,

realizes that ifit we 'justjust'Just"haveJusthave
'

" havc
moneymoney

,and.economyandeconomy, . *, this Is

not -'tnough''tnough'tnough-,anoughto'
,
' to.to., hold us-.u-

s
u

. to-itoitell-

getherigetherl 'IrIr'

If is!s our InuplatIn'In' tat
,

pirit
'-which
w-

hich'which hold'sholdsholds'usholdsus', 'u* aether-raetherrtbgetheri"tbgetheri!-"
OngtoogukAhgtooguk points toto';' 15.15.

InupiaqInuplaq values'values';, IdentifiedIdendle4( by
what has become knownknown as ,thehe
.1nuplaq1nuplaq. Inuptaq "SpiritSpirit" Spirit jCommitfceJCamm tfee

, which'which'
;
.

f sayssays have sustainedsustained'sustained '

i

',AY l
' :

. 4'4'

'
his peoplePFop e- 'ine- in, Jtn, the past , and

,

which Cancan; hold'themholdthemhold ' them togethertogether' '

in the future, .TheseThese. ;," valuevalues
call for the preservationpreservailon of the
.tnupiaqtnupiaq.1nuplaq1nuplaq. language , close "famflyfamflyfamily"

ties; respect for allan peoplepeople'',,
hard work, beliebelie"belie?" hin'in' a! spirispire ,
tual powerp9wer

,
and other tradition.traditiontradition.,,

.-
al

a-l., al values ,

these"OeseOese" are what will "holdhold
"

us together asa we.wewa.wa. face 1991 ,"" '

Ongtooguk.Ongtooguk. refers 'toto' to thtfif? year
when special protections 6felf

Native lands andadd corporations
will end undet'undet ' ANCSA.ANCSA., openopen-open-:

Ing'Ing'' upup the possibility ot non-nonnon.-.
Native takeovers.takeovers.,.

'"IfIf"elfelf"" our'our' young people.people.,
, doidd

not have pride , they might beba
tempted to keUi"keUitell'tell'," Ongtooguk
stresses.stresses., He teets.teetsfeels . that past pro-pro- ',

gramsgrams designeddesigned'' totw 'educateeducate'

youngsyoung NatlvelNatives? to the 'ways'waysways'' '

aridacid lifestylesufestytes
.-
of

o-f. of the westernwestern- -

world have done 'soso'so , without'without '

giving
i,

their own 'cultureculture'

enough consideration.consideration .
*"They"they'" :are not acceptedaccepted'' Infn

.eithereither., culture.culturetulture .,
*"* Ongtooguk ex;

. " have ,plains.plains "TheyThey losrmanylostmany
'-their
t-

heir'
of their, old 'waysways'ways , but have
nofibecome'partnofibecomepartpotbecomepart,

' ofofthe* the other
world.world. , They'reTheyre'' In limbo.limbolimbo .; No ;,

man'manman'smans' land.landland ., ThisThis'' toIs 'anan"mm"' awfulwful
placepike to bet"bet"'

' Ongtooguk hopes , hit'.workhit.workhitworkhis'.workhis.workhiswork''..
can 'helphelp'help.help.help''

.
young tpeoplepeople find

,

their roots.rootsroou.roou. He believes it
already Kas./XneKas.XneKas.KasXneiias.,/, *',;One) high , school

' -' ' '-show
s-how"-show'
s-how'" 'girl , .alter''seeing.alterseeingalterseeing., tact seOhg the'the ?

came 'tdtd' to , me,rte'rte' when I waswas

sitting , there,,, coolingcowling-cowling- off .thethe. ,

projectors.projectorsproectors) .: , " Is 'awesome/'awesomeawesome'awesomeawesome' /;
she "said/"saidsaid"said /, *'I1 didn'tdidnt' , know ouour)?

lifestyle wasvves thatthat awesomel"awesomelswesomel'swesomel"'"*

ThusThus far,; Ongtooguk
,
, JIMfias

focused'hisfocusedhisfocused-focused'- his work''onworkonwork5bn'
. ' the pos-pospos.pos-.

iitive.iitive, itive
., aspectaspects of InupiatInupat{ life.-life.life.life. -.

These have , too -oftenoften- often ' 1 beeneen ,

overlookedowilooked'owilooked ' inhi thethe.,. ; pastpast.*. Once/OnceOnce-Once/,-
the, he - feelfeels the'the' people 'areare'VeVe' adeade--
quately'comfortablequatelycomfortable' with hihis
work , , then OngtoogukOngtoognk 6be
lieveslleiti ]hee ,may-maynay

,

- tackletackle tomesome of
the tougher-issuestougherissuestougfier -, "issuesissues"

,; such aias, .,.
trash pollution'inpollutioninpollution'pollution' In the , Arctic"ArctkiArctki"

,
Or nobenoise pollution-pollution-,

'WhenWhen"When'"' 1I was , ninelthire yearyears
old , myniy dad wanted toto taketike me
on.onon ., a three-daythreeday- hunting frtp.i.1frtpi.1frtpi1irlp..lirlp.lirlpl. " . (

,

went'.towent.towenttovwentk'4ovwentk4o' . get'-my'.22getmy.22get'getmy'.22my22get'get' 'my"my-' '" ' .3232. fifle , ,

'No1No1'NoNo' guns ,', hehe"laidhelaid" said-said-, t.wondertwonder( .wonder-.wonder. - ',

edeel What kind of trip it would
,bebp withoutwithout guns.guns.,, 'II'1 am.am.. going
tt4 teach you how to see

,
;; how

tqto .listen.listen.listen,11sten11sten., ., ,, " The,, experience
was.oncwasoncwasone., of the.thethe ., most valuable
ofof'of'

his.hishis ., lifeffeo, OngtoogukOngtgoguk aid.aidaid.aid. ,

His fatherfathe , taught him howhow-tohowto-;, to
findwherefind where the loonigortiay'theliigortiaytheli,lay

,

'
their

eggs,, , as" .wellwell'WenWen.' as to(o watohvvatph
,
and

listen toto'thetothe' the lifestylifestylesc Offothefother
,

birds and , animalsinhmals*,. He .taught'.taughttaught
.,

'

himhen} howhour to find natural foodfoods.foods.. '

Now'Now' , .manymany., young''peopleyoungpeopleyoung'young'
.
'people'people'

are not ,
learning'learninglesming, ', thisthis"*" enslsensi .,

tiveltkill.AtidpngtoogUktiveltkillAtidpngtoogUktivekillaadOngtoognlc% . , , feel:
they.they. should.should. He (, envisionspnIons* , a1a'a'

tlideslide '-show
s-

how'-show
s-

how' where Mho}ie 'willwill"will'" :; '
begin showingsnowing la Native

'
, perper.per.

hapships , oh the riye-
r

rivet-
'

rive-
t

.withwith. an'anag , ', (,,

outboard 'taotpr'motgrtmotgrt, . Gradually ,,,
the sound volume"volumevol4me

" ,
Willvile lnIn.In.

crease , expanding , thr6ugh
home scenesscents with rock and rollioll
music'musicmuskblaiing', .blaringblaring

., televisiontelevislop .fcpm-.fcpmr. prri.prri-.
rpercialsmercials , liptip to roarfngleuLrearing jest ,

"Louderl.l/iudcrlLouU-l"Louderl.liudcrlLouUl"Louderl.lLouderlliudcrlLouUl"l"ll" ouderllouderi., /, houdol- ,
"

.

OngtoogutsOngtoogukl streswt ThW ,

will cut , It off'off.off'.off;.
'

omjampletefy.ampletefytriy.triy.
There will Pee anatureicweanaturt;, sdone *,
It .willwill.,will be silent.silent1.1. ., 'TT' en [lone"lonewe'we'"'

bird.birdbird . jphlrping.jphlrpingIrping"'that'Irpingthat." That' ' willwill4owhow ,
,

ybUyou Impactirrjpactlpl! 4 ' " ; ' -'M'MM- ' r'r
'

' f . ,;

' ,t
1f

(


