
Famous Eskimo Woman Artist-ArtistArtistG-

ambell's

ArtistG-

ambell's

ArtistG-

ambell's

-
Gambell'sGambells' FlorenceFloreoce Malewotkuk WorksWorksonon Exhibition at UAUA

COLLEGE-ACOLLEGEA- retrospectiveretrospective-
exhibit

retrospective-
exhibitexhibit of the works of FlorenceFlorence-
Nupok

Florence-
NupokNupok Malewotkuk-theMalewotkukthe- firstfirst-
major

first-
majormajor showing of the nativenative-
artist's

native-
artist'sartist'sartists'' work-opensworkopens- Monday inin-
the

in-
thethe showcase display area of thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity of Alaska'sAlaskas' Fine ArtsArts-
Complex

''
Complex .

To be on display throughthrough-
Nov

through-
NovNov . 14 , the 35 drawings reprerepre-repre-
sent

repre-
sent

¬-

sent both early and later periodsperiods-
inin the life of the St . LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland Eskimo , who died lastlast-
spring

last-
springspring in Anchorage after a longlong-
struggle

long-
strugglestruggle with cystic hyatid didi-didi-
sease

di-
sease

¬-

sease .

Although Florence Malewot-MalewotMalewot-
kuk's

Malewot-
kuk's

-.

kuk'skuks' works , especially the drawdraw-draw-
ings

draw-
ings

¬-

ings included in the "BeringBering" SeaSea-
Original

Sea-
OriginalOriginal " series , are widelywidely-
known

widely-
knownknown , no comprehensive showshow-show-
ing

show-
ing

¬-

ing of her work waiwas held duringduring-
her

during-
herher life , which spanned muchmuch-
of

much-
ofof this century .

'

IncludedInclu ed in the universityuniversity-
exhibit

university-
exhibitexhibit willwiJI be 15 drawings exeexe-exe-
cuted

exe-
cuted

¬-

cuted between 1927-28192728- underunder-
commission

under-
commissioncommission from OttoOUo GeistGeM ,

and 20 drawndfawndrawn shortly before thethe-
artist's

the-
artist'sartist'sartists' death , commissioned byby-
Darroll

by-
DarrollDarroIlHargravesDarroll Hargraves .

ExhibitExhibi't' hours are 8 a.mam.. .

to 5 p.mpmp.inpinp.mpm. . Monday
t.

throughthrough-
Thursday'and

through-
ThursdayandThursdayThursday'andThursdayand'andand', 1-414-- p.mpm. . on weekweek-week-
ends

week-
ends

¬-

ends .

The frail Eskimo womanWoman-
spent

woman-
spentspent most of her life on thethe-
remote

the-
remoteremote StSt.. Lawrence Island vilviIvil-vilvil-

lage

¬.-

lage of GambellGambeIl , where she waswas-
born

was-
bornborn in 1905 . ExceptExcep't' for a

brief period in the 1950s19$05190519Os$ whenwhen-
she

when-
sheshe worked in Anchorage , all ofof-
her

of-
herher skin and board drawings ,
depicting Eskimo life asas it waswas-
lived

was-
livedlived early this centujycentury ,. werewere-
produced

were-
producedproduced at her villageviJage) home .

The beginning of Florence'sFlorencesFlorence's-
life

'byherlife , and the end , arcare marked by
her artistic production . At thethe-
age

the-
ageagealreadytheof six years:;'earsears' , she was already
the family artist , sketchingsketching-
scenes

sketching-
scenesscenes of home life for herher-
uncJes

her-
unclesunclesuncJes.

Executed with pencils and

paper supplied by villagevUJage mismis-mis-
sionaries

mis-
sionaries

¬-

sionaries and schoolmasters , thethe-
drawings

the-
drawingsdrawings showing the daily lifelife-

Continued
life-

Continued
life-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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GAMBELLARTISTGAMBELLGAMBELL-ARTISTGAMBELLARTISTGAMBELLARTIST.-ARTIST FEATURED-FlorenceFEATUREDFlorence-- Nu-NuNu-
pok

Nu-
pok

Nu-
pok

--

pok Malewotkuk was photographed , shortlyshortly-
before

shortly-
beforebefore her death , at her home in Gambell , ananan-

Eskimo
an-

EskimoEskimo village on St. Lawrence Island . The

native artist is featured in a retrospective exhibitexhibit-
now

exhibit-
nownow in progress at the University of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
Fine

Alaska's-
Fine

'

Fine Arts Complex .

Famous EskimoEskinIo Woman Artist . . .
( Continued from page II1)1))

of the villagers .

Described by Geist as "aa" hunhun-hun-
dred

¬.-
dred years ahead of all the otherother-
Islanders

other-
IslandersIslanders , be they men or wowo-wo-
men

wo-
men

-¬

men ," Florence drew , accordingaccording-
toto the anthropologist , "fromfrom"from-
lifehowing

"from-
life.showing

"
Iife.jhowingIifejhowinglifehowinglife.showinglifeshowing... .: so nicely the usualusual-
every

usual-
everyevery day life of the StSt.. LawLaw-Law-
rence

¬.-

rence EskimoEskno'fnofno'fI-
n

..'"
In a hide-boundhidebound- letter toto-

university
to-

universityuniversity presidentpres dent Charles Bun-BunBun-
nell

Bun-
nell

-.
nell, Florence described the 'dif-'difdif'dif-
ficulties

'dif¬.-
ficultiesftculties she faced iniiim pursuingpursuingpursuing-
her

pursuing-
herher artistic 'cc'calling-calling'callingcalling"Illing .:-, "II" like to dodo-
drawing

do-
drawingdrawing " she

'-

wrote
w- rote'-

wrote
w- rote'

wrote , "butbut" itiUsiUs-
sometimes

., isis-
sometimessometimes very , hard toto draw inin-
the

in-
the'agra'our

{

thethe'agra6urtheagra6urthe'agra'ourtheagraour' agra,, ' ur winter housesho ses, bebe-bebe-
cause

be-
cause

¬-

cause we 'justjust' havehav
,
the light ofof-

three
of-

threethree seal oil lamps andamt1an-d-1and1-! have toto-
lay

to-
laylay onon.., the floor , which iss mademade-
from

made-
fromfrom walrus hide , andandmymy eyeseyes-
hurt

eyes-
hurthurt me sometimes ."

As Florence described it ,

Geist was attracted by some ofof-
her

of-
herher drawings which he noticednoticed-
onon her family'sfamilys' boats..

Most of the 93 drawings exe ¬.
cuted for Geist ,, now , rest in thethe-
university

the-
universityuniversity library archives , wherewhere-
they

where-
theythey

'
are available for

,
examinaexamina-examexamina-

tion
na-nana-

tion
¬-

tion . Of these , 15IS have beenbeen-
selected

been-
selectedselected toto'hangtohangto'hangin

'

hanghan in the retros,..¬

pectivepectivepectiveexhibitionexhibition , all showingshowing-
Florence's

showing-
Florence'sFlorence'sFlorences' early techniquetechn que ofof-
ink

of-
inkink outline colored with crayoncrayon-
oror paint..

It was about the time ofof-
Geist's

of-
Geist'sGeist'sGeists'' request that FlorenceFlorence-
married

Florence-
marriedmarried her husband Chauncy ,

of whom a portrait is includedincluded-
inin the exhibit.. Married in tratra-tratra-
ditional

¬.-
ditional fashion , she put asideaside-
her

aside-
herher drawing for homemakinghomemaking-
andand rearing of the couple'scouples' son .

During thesethesemiddle
,
middle years ,

Florence produced little save anan-
occasional

an-
occasionaloccasional drawing which sheshe-
would

she-
wouldwould trade for supplies from,from aa-
passing

a-
passingpassing vessel.. It was notnot until
1955 that shesh was rediscovered-rediscoveredrediscovered-
at

-
at the age of 50-by50bySO-bySO-- AnchorageAnchorage-
artist

Anchorage-
artistartist Kay Roberts , who comcom-com-
missioned

¬.-

missioned the seriesJncludedserfUAncludedseri cluded inin-
the

in-
thetheuic "BeringBering" ueiiiig ocaSea uuguiaisOriIginalsginals ." iiciiici-
drawings

HerHer-
drawings

Her-
drawingsdrawings appear on placematsplacemats-
sold

placemats-
soldsold under the copyrighted name .

While producing these worksworks-
Florence

.
Florence lived and worked inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , however , she waswas-
unhappy

was-
unhappyunhappy away from the bustlingbustling-
home

bustling-
homehome of her son , and soon rereore-rereo-

turned
re-

turned
¬-

turned to Gambell . AnotherAnother-
decad

Another-
decadedecadedecad passed before her art

again brought Florence to thethe-
mainland

the-
mainlandmainland , this time to Nome ,

where she was the sole womanwoman-
artist

woman-
artistartist at an arts and crafts dede-dede-
monstration

¬.-

monstration .

At this time the Arctic anan-anan-
thropologist

¬.-
thropologist Hans-GeorgeHansGeorge-- Ban-BanBan-
di

Ban-
di

-.
di , who worked extensively withwith-
the

with-
thethe St.. Lawrence Islanders , acac-acac-
quired

¬.-
quired some of Florence'sFlorences' drawdraw-draw-
ings

¬.-
ings.. He brought them to hishis-
native

his-
nativenative Switzerland , where theythey-
generated

they-
generatedgenerated a greatgreat'dealgreatdeal'dealdeal' of interest..

As a result , Florence receivedreceived-
commissions

received-
commissionscommissions for numerous sketsket-sket-
ches

¬.-
ches on posterboard or bleachedbleached-
sealskin

bleached-
sealskinsealskin.

Inlit the 1960s19605 , through herher-
acquaintance

her-
acquaintanceacquaintance with BIA teacherteacher-
Darrol

teacher-
DarrolDarrol Hargraves ,. Florence propro-pro-
duced

pro-
duced

-¬

duced the third major series ofof-
her

of-
herher life-alifea- group of over 2020-
posterboard

20-
posterboardposterboard drawings of thethe-
earlycentury

the-
earlycenturyearly-centuryearlycentury-- life of her people ,

depicting their everyday activiactivi-activi-
ties

¬.-
ties , their work and their cerecere-cere-
monies

¬.-
monies..,

By this time her artistic techtech-tech-
nique

¬.-

nique had matured ; instead ofof-
early

of-
earlyearly ink-and-paintinkandpaintink.and.paintinkand.paintinkandpaint-. -. combination ,
Florence was producingprod clng sophissophis-sophis-
ticated

sophis-
ticated

-¬-

ticated work entirely in IndiaIndia-
ink

India-
inkink .

When , Florence died , herher-
works

her-
worksworks ,. which were at that timetime-
for

time-
forfor sale in many Alaskan giftgift-
shops

gift-
shopsshops , werewere'take-

n

weretake-

n

were '
taken off the market .

The university exhibit marks thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst ,opportunity,

for , the ,., publicpublic-
toto 'ViewView', view 'aa' a large and , representapresentarepresenta-rrepresenta-
tive

¬'-
tive selection of Florence'sFlorences' work .

CollectorColl cto ('
'Hargraves
,
,HargravesH rgraves," , fromfrom-

whose
from-

whosewhose
'-

personal
p-

ersonal
'-

personal
p-

ersonal
'

personal collection1collection ' halfhalf-
of

hal-
foftheofofthe, the works come , admits thatthat-
since

that-
sincesince ;:?

' childhood he
,
has beenbeen-

fascinated
been-

fascinatedfascinated with artifacts of nana-nana-
tive

¬.-
tive peoples . RaisedRaise inin..,

MissouriMissoui! ,
at , ten years '-of

o-f'-of
o-f'* of age,, he was digdig-dig-

ging'for
¬.-

'
gingging'forgingforfor'for

'

pottery in the MississiMississi-Mississi-

ppi
¬.-

ppi RiverRiverDelta,Delta , where relicsreliclrelidofrelidof-
the

* offf-
thethe HopewellHopewelllndian'canstillHopewelllndiancanstillIndian'canstillIndiancanstillIndian ' can , still bebe-
found

be-
foundfound .

_
foundjrhei-jrhe-ijrhei-_ Theme.- 5juitlhejhasat$u1t.he'e , hasas _at this time ;

he feelsfeels,, one 'ofof'ofthe' of -thethe,- the largestlargespnpnva-
le

pripn ¬.
vatevatvalevalecollectionscollections of Hopewell potpot-pot-
tery

¬.-
tery ,. ,

i: ComingComingto', to Alaska in1ii ' 1965as1965as-
a

1965 , asas-
aa BIA teacher ,. Hargraves waswas-
spurred

was-
spurredspurred to 'furtherfurtherurther', '

, collectingcoll
,
cting byby-

the
by-

thethe , abundance
'-

large
l-

arge
'of material inin-

AlaSka
in-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaSka ; he has a large collectioncollectioqcollectioq-
of

collection-
ofof ivory carvings , collectedcollectedwhilewhilewhile-
he

while-
hehe was teaching in BarrowBartow , Kive-KiveKive-

lina
Kive-

lina
Kive-

lina
-

lina and GambellCambellCambell-Cambell-
He

..-
.- He
H- e., ,

He is presently completingcomplcompleting-
hi's

tingting-
hishishi'shi'seducational' educational specialist degreedegree-
here

degree-
herehere , where he.he. also holds anan-
administrative

an-
administrativeadministrative internship under '

dean of statewide services Char ¬=

les O . Ferguson .


