
DelightfulSeameStrJellghtftilSesame) $'ameame'
, ,streetStreett Fascinates Native VillageVfflagvm e 'jChildrenChi1dren

,. 'ThisThis"This'" program is brought toto-
you

to-
youyou by the letter W ,,'"" goes oneone-
program

one-
programprogramprogram.. For youyouyouunexposedunexposedunexposed-
adults

unexposed-
adultsadults who , have never '

, seenseen-
SESAME

seen-
SESAMESESAME STREET , thethedelightsthedelights-
of

.delightsdelights.
:; delights-

ofof Big Bird , Oscar the tirouchGrouchCrouchGrouch-
and

Crouch-
andand a host of otherothercharacterscharacterscharacters-
areare probablypiobably familiar to youryour-
preS

your-
preschoolpre-SpreSpre-schoolpreschool- hool youngsters .

SESAME ,. STREET , the learlear-lear-
ning

¬.-
ning experience via T.VTV. . whichwhich-
has

which-
hashas invaded ,millions of0(. AmeriAmeri-Ameri-
can

¬.-

can homes. is even seen in remoremo-remo-
test

remo-
test

-¬

test AlaskanAJaskan vilJages-viavilJagesviavillages-viavillagesviJJa es-viaesvia- T.VTV. .

tapes and broadcasters in AlaAla-Ala-
ska's

Ala-
ska's

¬-

ska'sskasska'sschools'' schools and Head StartStart-
Centers

Start-
CentersCenters .

From all indications , SESASESA-SESA-
ME

¬.-
ME STREET is as popular inin-

village
in-

villagevillage Alaska as it is in its nativenative-
New

native-
NewNew York .

Last week , Mrs... Allonia Gads-GadsGads-
den

Gads-
den

Gads-
den

--
den , a woman who loves chilchil-chil-
dren

chil-
dren

¬-

dren and who is one of thethe-
founders

the-
foundersfounders of SESAME STREETSTREET-
and

STREET-
andand the Children'sChildrens' TelevisionTelevision-
Workship

Television-
WorkshipWorkship which produces it ,
came to Fairbanks . '

There ,, at the University ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaskahistorybehind, she explained the history
behind a program based onon-
"love' "lovelove'love"' , joy,. music and laughter "
and her own experiences as aa-
child

a-
childchildchildwhichwhichwhichmademade her reject thethe-
classroom

the-
classroomclassroom .

As a child ,. Mrs. Gadsden rere-rere-

called
re-

called
¬-

called , she was puny , crippled ,
and partially deaf . TeachersTeachers-
"tuned

Teachers-
"tuned"tunedtuned" her out,:"' rejecting anyany-
method

any-
methodmethod of teaching which wouldwould-
appeal

would-
appealappeal to young children . So ,
she learned from her olderolde-
rsisterwith

olde-
rsisterwithsistersister-withsisterwith-with love .

SESAME STREET grew outout-
of

out-
ofofofaa day many years ago whenwhen-
aa NEW YORK TIMES articleafticleafticle-
attacked

article-
attackedattacked day care centers , one ofof-
which

of-
whichwhich Mrs . Gadsden ran . EnEn-EnEn-
raged

En-
raged

¬-

raged , she went to see the editor.

From there , she and a group ofof-
early

of-
earlyearly childhood educators wentWent-
to

Went-
toto Ford Foundation with a propro-pro-

sal
pro-

posal
-¬

posalppropsal for early childhood educaeduca-educa-
tion

educa-
tion

¬-

tion via television .

Two years later , after HeadHead-
Start

Head-
StartStart had hit the headlines , FordFord-
recruited

Ford-
recruitedrecruited Mrs.. Joan Cooney ,
producer forfot Channel 13 teletele-tele-
vision

tele-
vision

¬-

vision in New York , to produceproduce-
aa T.VTV. . show which would propro-pro-
vide

-¬

videprovidethe "dayday" care experience "
for children in the inner cities .

"WeWe" decided that our propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

gram would just beb a worldworld-
for

world-
forfor young children , Tilledfilledfilledwithwithwith-
love

with-
lovelove, joy , music , dancing , colorcolor-
and

color-
andand movement ," said Mrs . Gads-GadsGads-
den

Gads-
den

Gads-
den

-

den , one of the panel of educaeduca-educa-
tors

educa-
tors

¬-

tors who formed the Children'sChildrensChi,1dren'sChi1drensChi,1dren's-
Television

Children's-
Television

, '
Television Workshop to designdesign-
aa format..

They rejected the concept ofof-
aschool

of-
a

of-
schoolaschoola school-school,- .. Schools had tuned outout-

children
out-

childrenchildren , the pre-schoolpreschool- educaeduca-educa-
tors

¬-
tors felt , and children wouldwould-
tune

would-
tunetune out school..

So, SESAME STREET bebe-bebe-
came

be-
came

¬-

came a "worldworld" for children ,,"" aa-
wonderful

a-
wonderfulwonderful , magical citycUy streetstreet-
filled

street-
filledfilled with imaginary characterscharacters-
asas big as a 6 foot bird and asasasoddoddodd-
as

odd-
asas Oscar , the grumpy schmo whowho-
lives

who-
liveslives in a garbage can with velvetvelvet-
carpeting

velvet-
carpetingcarpeting .

SESAME STREET isis-isisset.- setset-
against

set-
againstagainst

, the pattern which teletele-tele-
Yision

tele-
vision

¬-

visionYisionvisionvisioncommercialscommercials have used forfor-
years

for-
yearsjinglesyears-jinglesyearsjinglesyears '-jingJes,. colorco or, patterns .,

music and constant repetition .
Young children , the researchersresearchers-
found

researchers-
foundfound ,. tunetun out a programprogram.withprogramwithprogram.with-
a

.-with
w- ith.withwith-

aa story line . Yet ,;,' their attentionattention-
isis drawn by the commercial-commercialcommercia1-commercia1commercial-
short

commercia1-
short

commercial-
short

-
short , colorful ,, active spots..

They1)1ey11ey) '"' areare drawn to the music ,
the easily recognizable jingles ,
the color , thetheopportunityopportunity toto-
identify

to-
identifyidentify products on the screenscreen-
with

screen-
withwithobjectSESAMEhouseholdhouseholdobjectobject..

'

SESAME STREET becamebecame-
one

became-
oneone giant learning commercial ,
brought to you by the "peoplepeople"people-
who

"people-
who

""
who brought you the alphabet.."
Each program became a letter ,
a number ,. as children in crowcrow-crow-
ded

crow-
ded

¬-

ded hcftneshdtnes learned the alphabet ,
how to count to 10, how toto-
identify

to-
identifyidentify objects..

The program also had toto-
appeal

to-
appealappeal to older children , andand-
adults

and-
adultsadults... Otherwise , they felt ,
older children wouldwouldchangechange thethe-
stati

the-
stationstationstati n .

"OurOur" purpose waswas to makemake-
the

make-
thethe child feel about himself ,'
provide interestin'terest , love and underunder-under-
standing

under-
standing

¬-

standing . This would bebeaa newnew-
avenue

new-
avenueavenue of learning ,,'"" explained

MrsMr . .GadsdenGadsden.
Gadsden

,
speaking for thethe-

educators
the-

educatorseducators who met at HarvardHarvar.doHarvardo.
,'

On SESAME STREET , amaama-ama-
zing

ama-
zing

¬-

zing cartoon characters , monmonomon-mono-
sters

mon-
sters

¬-
sters ,and Jingles'jingles' teach musicmusic-
numbers

music-
numbersnumbers , identification concon-con-
cepts

con-
cepts

¬-
cepts..

"TodayToday"" in New York City ,
children riding in the subways ,
singsngsng the jingles ,,";"' said Mrs . GadsGads-Gads-
den

-¬.
den . "SlumSlum" children arrive inin-
school

in-
schoolschool knowing numbers , lettersletters-
and

letters-
andand other things which middlemiddle-
cJass

middle-
classclasscJass children are taught by theirtheir-
parents

their-
parentsparents.."

'-'.ChildrenChildren., ChildrenChildrenlearnlearnlearnteam to singsising thethe-
alphabetalphabet ;, dance to numbers andand-
'are

and-
areare'are', drawn withth joy into dozensdozens-
of

dozens-
ofof learning , situations.. RapidRapi ,
with no

,'
discemablediscernable story line ,

designed with enough repetitionrepetition-
toto drive the ', averageaverage adult"adult" mad ,
the program draws young chilchil-chil-
dren

¬.-
dren like a magnet . Singing ,
dancing and music are the keys..

"WeWe" don'tdont' try to lock youngyoung-
childrenchildrenyoungchildrenin,,"" explained Mrs . GadGad-Gad-
sden

¬.-
sden. "NobodyNobody"Nobodyexpects" expects a 44-
year

4-
yearyear old to act like he'shes' 40

in order to learnteam .:*"'
This month , Children'sChildrens' TeleTele-Tele-

vision
Tele-

vision
¬-

'-premiered
p-

remiered
*'

,
vision WorkshoppremieredWorkshop premiered "TheThe7he"The-
Electric

"'7he-
ElectricElectric Company " a new propro-pro-

I

pro-
gram

-¬

I gram designed forforseven, seven too , eleele-eleele-
ven

¬.-
ven year old children withwithreadread *.
iririgingg problems.. The Electric ComCom-Com-
pany

Com-
pany

¬-

pany teaches reading . AnotherAlotherAlother-
projected

Another-
projected

:
projected program will teachteach-
adults

teach-
adultsadults to read .

The SESAME STREET propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram2Lcompanies, already seen in 22l2lcom2Lcom-{ comcom-com-
p3tlies

¬-

paniesp3tlies , will soon be seen inin-
Spanish

in-
SpanishSpanish , French and GermanGerman-
versions

German-
versionsversions..


