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Children'sChildrens' books about EskiEski-EskiEski-
mo

¬:-
mo children , especially onesones-
which

ones-
whichwhich portray the'mthemth 'm accurately ,
are faretare to 'datedate', . So , when aa-
book

a-
bookbook comes around withwjth dozensdozen-
sof

dozen-
sofof' pictures , andandaand'a-aa-' ,

text whichwhich-
gives

which-
givesgives a good portrayal of EskimoEskimo-
children

Eskimo-
childrenchildren , it is a welcome sight.

ESKIMO BOY TODAY isis-
such

is-
suchsuch a book . For this , designeddesigned-
for

designed-
forfor young readers , two whitewhite-
photographers

white-
photographersphotographers followed 10tOyear10yeartOyear-
old

10year-
old

, year
old Gary Hopson of BarrowBarrow-
through

Barrow-
throughthrough his summer and winterwinter-
activities

winter-
activitiesactivitiesSpringfilmed. Bob

,
and Ira Spring

filmed Gary'sGarys' life in the transitransi-transi-
tional

¬.-
tional village he calls home-homehome-
taking

home-
taking

home-
taking

-
taking pictures of his home , hishis-
family

his-
familyfamily , his classmates , his sursur-sur-
roundings

sur-
roundings

¬-

roundings during the long arcticarctic-
winter

arctic-
winterwinter and the shortshOIt , brilliantbrilliant-
northern

brilliant-
northernnorthern summer .

Though a full texttexttextwaswas writwrit-writ-
ten

writ-
ten

¬-

ten by travel writer Byron chilchil-chil-
dren

chil-
dren

¬-

dren and adults . The focus is onon-
Charles

on-
CharlesCharles Gary Hopson , sixth gragra-gra-
der

¬.-
der , son of Mr . and Mrs . AlAI Hop-HopHop-
son

Hop-
son

Hop-
son

--

son of Barrow , known as Ahnik-AhnikAhnik-
suak

Ahnik-
suak

Ahnik-
suak

-

grandparentsdescendentsuak by his Eskimo grandparents
descendent of hunters and whawha-wha-
lers

wha-
lers

¬-

lers .

As a resident of Alaska'sAlaskas' larlar-larlar-
gest

¬.-
gest EskimoEskim village , he lives withwith-
an

with-
anan age of jet planes , educationaleducational-
television

educational-
televisiontelevision and in an electricallyelectrically-
powered

electrically-
poweredpowered home with a refrigrefrig-refrig-
erator

¬.-
erator.

At the same time , they porpor-por-
tray

¬.-
tray Gary Hopson as a boyboy-
whose

boy-
whosewhose traditions are those of his

'EskimoEskimo' grandparents ,. who willwill-
learn

willillill-

lea,
learnlea( the .waysways. , to hunth nt and sursur-sursur-
vive

¬.-.,
vive in the ' north as

'
well as thethe-

leSsons
the-

lessonslessons from , thetheIthelower'lowerlower
I'
lower ,,4848, 48 hehe-

learns
he-

learnslearns 'inin' school.. In the summer ,
,
Gary ' mayay ' gog caribou hunting .
Or, he may spendspendaa day at , thethe-
Barrow

the-
BarrowBarrow airportairpo t where his

'
fatherfather-

works
father-

worksworks for Wien Airlines..

For many stateside children ,
ESKIMO BOY TODAY will propro-pro-
vide

pro-
vide

-¬

vide their firstfarst accurate picturepicture-
of

picture-
of-ofof,- of the life style of their contemcontem-contem-
poraries

¬.-
poraries in far off Barrow , onon-
the

on-
thethe edge of the Arctic Ocean ,
where the ice surnSundssurroundssurr unds the vilviIvil-vilvil-

lage

¬.-
lage most of the year .

.

InInInschoolschool , as the texttexttext'explainstextexplains'' explainsexpl ins ,

Barrow children learn , the samesame-
lessons

same-
lessonslessons as

'-
their

t-

heir
'
theirthe it statesidestateside con-concon-

lessons
con-

lessons
con-

lessons
-

lessons as their stateside contemcontem-contem-
poraries

¬.-
poraries , unfortunately , They'veTheyveTheyThey've-
never

''veve-
neverneyerneverneverIneverseen

I,
seen.,. cows , cities , or comcom-com-

m
com-

m9n
¬-

monm9nmln midwestmidwestJannmidwest.farmmidwestfarmmidwestJann'animalsmidwest.farmanimals, .farm animals'animals' exex-exex-
'cept

ex-
cept

¬-

'ceptcept'
cept iniriiii pictures..

,
They'veTheyve' never seen an iglooigloo-

either
igloo-

eithereither , until theythey'seetheysee
'

'-
see

s-

ee' one a whitewhite-
man

white-
manman built

'-ata-t'atat' the Naval ArcticArctic-
Research

Arctic-
ResearchResearch Institute inn Barrow .

Through theth long northernnorthern-
winter

northern-
winterwinter , with the sun barelybarely-
above

barely-
aboveabove the horizon , and the shortshort-
arctic

short-
arcticarctic summer , the cameramencameramen-
followed

cameramen-
followedfollowed Gary Hopson and his

classmates,
. IncludedIncludedare

'
are picie-ieie-

fures
¬.-

tures,turesfures '," of the children as theytheythey-
explore

theythey-

exploreexplore , the beauties of the tuntun-tun-
dra

tun-
dra

¬-

dra on a% class nature :. trip . TheyJ'heyJheyJ'hey-
examine 'They-
examineexamine , the low clinging arcticarctic-
willows

arctic-
willowswillows and the brilliant tundratundra-
wildflowers

tundra-
wildflowerswildflowers.. In the below zerozero-
cold

zero-
coldcold , they may bring iceiecreamicecreame creamcreamcream-

home

cream-
homehome from the villageVitJage store , oror-
learn

or-
learnlearn Eskimo dances and storiesstories-
from

stories-
fromfrom their grandparents .

In another'anotheraother' book we reviewedreviewed-
recently

reviewed-
recentlyrecently *., an Alaskan Eskimo '

wrote ' about reading in hishis-
schoolbooks

his-
schoolbooksschoolbooks about some strangestrange-
uncivilized

strange-
uncivilizeduncivilized northern people whowho-
lived

who-
livedlived in igloos and ate raw meat..
Perhaps this generation ofofchilchilchil-chil-
dren

¬.-
drendre will be able to read moremore-
accurate

more-
accurateaccurate books about themselves .

Byron Fish explains to youngyoung-
readers

young-
readersreaders how Barrow'sBarrows' civilizationcivilization-
waswas already old when New YorkYork-
was

York-
waswas a tiny trading post.. EskimoEskimo-
people

Eskimo-
peoplepeople conquered the cold forfor-
thousands

for-
thousandsthousands of year , built houseshouses-
near

houses-
nearnear Barrow 400 years ago. HeHe-
also

He-
alsoalso explains the scientific rearea-rea-
sons

¬.-
sons behind the low hanging

sunlongfaroff., thetherthearcticr''-arctic
a-rcticarcticarctic and the longtongtong-

polar
lon-

grpolarfar 'nightnight'
night . AlthoughAlthough'writtenAlthoughwrittenAlthough'written-

r
written'written'written-

for

'

forrr children ,,' the book is interestinterestinterest-interest-
ing

¬.-
ing to adults as wellwen .

Gary Hopson , the EskimoEskimo-
descendent

Eskimo-
descendentdescendent ofan'ofan'of'of an ancient culturecultculture-
is

rere-
isis portrayed as a "typicaltypical" AmeriAmeri-Ameri-
can

¬.-
can boy " who happens

, to livelive-
on

live-
onon the edge of the Arctic Ocean .
Alaskan readers will see picturespictures-
ofof the children of Barrow andand-
what

and-
whatwhat they do with their days ,
children typical of almost anyany-

village
any-

villagevillage of the. northlandn'orthland
'

.

Designed for stateside readersreader$,
ESKIMO BOY should prove
highlyprovehighlypopular with Alaskan chilchil-chil-
dren

¬.-
dren who findfmdfindsoso little in theirtheir-
schoolwork

their-
schoolworkschoolwork with which they cancan-
identify

can-
identifyidentify .

NOTE : ESKIMO BOY TODAY .

Photos by Bob and Ira Spring .

Text by Byron Fish . AvailableAvailable-
for

Available-
forfor $4.204.20420$ . postpaid softboundsoftbound-
and

softbound-
andand $7.207.20720$ . hardbound from AlaAla-Ala-
ska

¬.-
ska Northwest Publishing Co .

Box 4-EEE4EEE-- , Anchorage , Alaska
99509 .


