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--WhatWhatWhat .- Lies[,lesinin FutureFutrireFuture-
For

:

For Nativeative
,.
People?
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I Bonderwonder what lies ini the future for the Alaskan Native ? ByBy-

this

By-

thisthis I mean the village Native , the Native removed from his ancesances-ances-

tral
ances-

tral

¬-

tral home - the Alaskan Native who by choice or chance leftleft-

Alaska

left-

AlaskaAlaska to reside in the Lower "48" or elsewhere in this wide worldworld-

in

world-

inin his attempt to gain a more favorable way ofofexistenceexistence .

Far too easily canc.an. we become-becomebecomeso-, so self-motivatedselfmotivated- that wewe-

alienate
we-

alienatealienate ourselves from our people and deny our birthright for aa-

handful
a-

handfulhandful of gold . Is the ladder of success so high that one becomesbecomes-
afraid

becomes-
afraidafraid to look back where he began for fear of being lured backback-
Into

back-
intointo what MeI\eIelie\ thinks is the depths of degradation which he had nownow-
leftleftm? '

LAND WITHDRAWALSWITHDRAWALS-
Another

WITHDRAWALS-
Another

WITHDRAWALS-
AnotherAnother thing that concerns me is the vast overtake of landland-

withdrawal
land-

withdrawalwithdrawalwithdrawalasas recommended by R.C.BRC.BRCB.. . . Morton . The "ActAct" " specifispecifi-specifi-
cally

specifi-
cally

¬-
cally limits the land to be withdrawn at 3080 million acres ,. Morton'sMortonsMorton's-
theory

Morton's-
theory

'

theory is to protect the land for future use - bybywhomwhom? HimselfHimself-
oror other government bureaucrats ?

The money the Alaskan Native received by the claims act ,

along with stockstockandand royalties , is expendable , whereas the land isis-

not
is-

notnot.. This land given by virtue of the Act is the heritage ofofourourour-

people
our-

peoplepeople . Now , where can anyanyoneone culture exist without the land ?
The DepartmentDepartmen t of the Interior should be watched closelyclosely-

asas I fear that if the Alaskan Native is not cautious , the InteriorInterior-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment will keep on withdrawing until they have all that isis-

theirs
is-

theirstheirs and ours .

IIalsoalso feel that if the land is not wisely utilized , the outsideroutsider-
will

outsider-
willwill benefit more than the Alaskan Native who will lose his way ofof-

life
of-

lifelife . Culture and people will die a slow andandagonizingagonizing deathqeathdeath .

BROKEN PROMISESPROMISES-
TooToo many promises have been broken already . The non-nonnon-

Natives
non-

Natives
non-

Natives

-

Natives are the ones who speak with honey on their lips but havehave-

venOm

have-

venomvenom in their bite . Look at our fellow Indians in the Lower 4848-

and
48-

andand how they live , even today , at thetIle mercy of the "onesones" " in whomwhom-
they

whom-
theythey place their trust.. The people are broken . They have no spiritspirit-
left

spirit-
leftleft . The ones who are tryingtryingare-areare'are-' too late , andandwhowho are doing it inin-

the
in-

thethe wrong manner for nothing is gained by violence .

The Alaskan Native has been pretty much assimilatedassimihted intointo-
the

into-
thethe White culture , the Western Civilization , yet they still are at thethe-

bottom
the-

bottombottom of that same culture that was to bring them up to an equalequal-
status

equal-
statusstatus as35 their White brothers . The Alaskan Native was far betterbetter-
off

better-
offoff before the Whites came . Now they are poverty-strickenpovertystrickenEoverty-strickenEoverty. ,

- , alcoalco-alco-

holics
alco-

holics
¬-

holics andandstatisticsstatistics on011oil suicides .
"II"

It will take many moons before the Alaskan Native himselfhimself-
can

himself-
cancan derive any real benefits from the claims act.. People have thethe-

wrong
the-

wrongwrong idea that now the Alaskan Native is on par with the onceonce-
oilrich

once-
oilrichoil-richoilrich- Oklahoma Indians , but this is not the fact.. The youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople and their children will be the ones who benefit mostmost-
providing

most-
providingproviding the elected leaders move cautiously and wiselywfsely so theythey-
can

they-
cancan increase the 9ssetsassetsssets they now have in their hands .

Here in the Interior , there were two (2)2( ) ventures by a corCOr-CO-

rporation
cor-

poration
¬-

porationhopefully(Native ) , already down the tube , so to speak . And , hopehope-¬-
fully , a lesson has been learned as one profits by mistakes .,

May the Great Spirit guide our leaders and help themtem keepkeep-
the

keep-
thethe faith that we have entrusted to them . May they continue thethe-

quest
the-

questquest for a better , more healthy way of life for the Alaskan Natives ,

as it is to them , the people must look for guidance , protection andand-

understandingunderstanding .

- JOHN HEFFLE , PresidentPresident-
Association

,
. .AssociationAssociationAs.sociation. of Interior Eskimos,Eskimos . - -'- .


