
TeaTeacheses InupiaqInupi q att SJC
Eskimoskimo students at SheldonSheidon-SheidonSheidon-

Iacks
Sheldon-

Jackson
-

, JacksOnIacks n College are now learninglearning-
toto read and write the languagelanguage-
they

language-
theythey have always31ways spoken ,.

InupiaqInupiaql20Inupiag120120 , a two-credittwocredit- classclass-

for
,

for students who speakpeak InupiaqInupiaq-
but

Inupiaq-
butbut want to learn to read andand-

write
and-

writewrite the language , is being ofof-of-

fered
of-

fered
¬-

fered for the first time thisthis-

semester
this-

semestersemester . .

"OurOur" language binds usus' toto-toto-

gether
to-

gether
¬-

gether ," said Dora Ventle , anan-

SIC
an-

SJCSJCSIC student and instructor ofof-
the

of-
thethe course . ,"InIn" the past ourour-
language

our-
languagelanguage has been oralor31 , now wewe-

have
we-

havehave to start writing what wewe-

have
we-

havehave passedpassedorallyorally ," she said .hopefulMrs . Ventle said she is hopehope-¬-
ful that classes such as hers willwill-

provide
will-

provideprovide the impetus for similarsimilar-
classes

similar-
classesclasses in the villages . "HopefullyHopefully"Hopefully-
the

"
the SJCSJCstudentsstudents can take theirtheir-
learnin

their-

learninglearninglearninlearninglearningintointo the towns andand-
plan

and-
planplan a curriculum for teachingteaching-
the

teaching-
thethe reading and writing ," sheshe-

said
she-

saidsaid .

The class is informal . StuStu-Stu-

dents
Stu-

dents
¬-

dents come to classclau with cups ofof-

coffee
of-

coffeecoffee ; talking and laughing ,
speaking in Inupiaq . The classclass-

members
class-

membersmembers are from Barrow ,
Noorvik and Pt . Hope and manymany-
of

many-
ofof them havebave known each otherother-
for

other-
forfor a long time .

Sometimes tnethe introductionintroductiointroducti nini-
of

aa-

of
,'

of newne.w. works will create a rippletippleripple-
of

tipple-
ofof excitement among class memmem-mem-
bers

mem-
bers

¬-

bers as they recognize a wordword-
they

word-
theythey have only spoken .

Students began the class byby-

learning
by-

learninglearning the alphabet - 24241etters241etters-
including

lettersletters-
includingincluding three vowelsvQwels - andand-

singing
and-

singingsinging an alphabetaJphabet song . TheyThey-
progressed

They-
progressedprogressed next to the soundsound-
system

sound-
systemsystem , using a chart'' to learnlearn-
sound

learn-
soundsound combinationscombin- .ationscombin- ations.

and spellingspelling-
rules

spelling-
rulesrules . TheTheThechartchart also helpshelps-
students

helps-
studentsstudents learn spellings for Inu--InuInu-Inu-

piaq
Inu-

piaq
Inu-

piaq
- - '

piaq words which vary slightlyslightly-
rn

slightly-
ininrn pronunciation and spelling inin-

the
in-

thethe different villages .

The class will also readlnupiaqreadlnupiaq-
material

readlnupiaq-
materialmaterial and write their ownQwnQwn-

compositions
own-

compositions
'

compositions . "WhenWhen" the stustu-stu-

dents
¬-.

dents begin to readreadandand write ,

that will bebetheb -thethe.the-,. fun time ," saidsaid-

Mn
said-

Mrs
,

MrsMn ; .":.. VentleVentIe'...'

.-

0rigin31ly
0-

rigin31ly
.
Originally from Barrow , Mrs . '

VentleVenUoVentlegraduated-graduatedgraduated'graduated-' from HtM.tMtKt... '

Edgecumbe High School in SitkaSitka-
and

Sitka-
andand worked in CaliforniaC31ifornia beforebefore-
returning'to

before-
returning'toreturning'toreturningto' Alaska last summer .

She spent the January interiminterim-
semester

interim-
semestersemester at the University ' ofof-

AlaskaFairbanks
of-

AlaskaFairbanksAlaska-FairbanksAlaskaFairbanks- studying withwith-
linguists

with-
linguistslinguists to prepare for thisth s class .

.'

AnotheiAnotherAnothet Barrow resident ,

Harry Kaleak , is anan assistantassistant-
teacher

assistant-
teacherteacher for the class . EdieEdi-
er

Edie-

farCr.far<<!H,sCy'SIC-sCy'SICsCySICsCy'SICpsychology<V, SJC'SICSIC' SJCpsychology-psychologypsychology-. 1{& rclwogy! teacher ,

is the advisoradvisof,.


