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t ByBy Mike GravelqqavelGravel-

U.S

avel
,

U.SUS. . SenatorSe ator ;., Alaska'Alaska'rblindj1. AlaskaAl ska
.

represents .aa., a uniqueuni9unique-
blend

r
blendblind: of people from ait varietyvarietyvariety-
of

anety
,

of00}, backgrounds . It is a credit totto-

osouro4ros ] r statest te,. that a delicate balancebtllancebalancebtllance-

has
balance-

hashas beeribeen f6undfundfoundf und :; Alaskans livelive-

and
live-

andand work together , yet maintainmaintmaintain-

their
inin-

ththeirth ' irt individual characteristicscharacteristics .

KEEPINGK
,

EPING THE BALANCEBALANCE-
Jt's

BALANC-
EisJt'sJtst'stsis' importantimpprtant to maintainmaimaintain-

this

taintain-

thithisthithis,
balance !:, The fact that we allall-

livc

all-

livelivtflivclive> in one state doesdocs notnof andand-

shduld
and-

shouldsho'uldshouldshduldshduldnotshouldnot' not meanmeat! ,",
for example ,

that Native tribaltribalcustoms,
'. cus'toms-cus'tomscustomscustomcus'tomsand'

- andand-

tta
and-

tr'ai'tstfaitsttatr'ai'tstraits'tr'ai'tsmust'
s must bebeerased' erased in favor ofof-

an

of-

anan ,all-encompassingallencompassing- c'ommorcommorcommonc'oI\monc'oIcoImonc'oImon-
heritage

common-
heritage

' \}heritageheritage . ,)

While*v/hilevhile/hile all Americans are equalequal-
under

equal-
underunder the law , it'sits' just as imporimpor-impor-
tant

impor-
tant

¬-

tanttant'' that we maintain our pridepride-
inin our individual cultural concon-concon-

tributionsarts
con-

tributionsarts
¬-

tributions-artstributionsarts- , crafts , folkwaysfolkways-
and

folkways-
andand dances , aridan'dand' historical monmon-mon-

uments
mon-

uments
¬-

uments, .

LANGUAGE BARRIERBARRIER-
This

BARRIER-
This

BARRIER-
ThisThis is particularly true whenwhen-

itit comes to the matter'ofmatterof' AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives .

-"

,

We'veWeve' allallmademade greatgrewgrewprogressprogressprogressprogress-

inin preserving Native tJfibaltt.ibalttibaltribal. artiarti-arti-

facts
arti-

facts

¬-

facts and historicalhistorical'siteshistoricalsites'sitessites'
. But thethe-

question
the-

questionquestion of language remainsrremainsmains aa-

difficult
a-

difficultdifficult problem ; while mostmost-
Natives

most-
NativesNatives speak English ; there areare-

many
are-

manymany who feel more comfortcomfort-comfort-
able

comfort-comfortcomfort-
able

¬-

able with the old tonguetongues .

Why should such peoplepe pleplc bebe-

punished
be-

punishedpunished because of differencedifference-

in

differencedifference-

irf
.

irfin' language ??

JOBSJOBANDAND COURTSCOURTS-
Yet

COURTS-
YetYet , in a way , we do punishpunish-

themthemhem , on a daily basis , and inin-

numerous
in-

numerousnumerousnumerous ways .

When it comes to gettinggettingagettinga-
job

,
aa-

jobjob , the person with a limitedlimited-
Englishspeaking

limited-
EnglishspeakingEnglish-speakingEnglishspeaking- ability is at aa-

distinct
a-

distinctdistinct disadvantage .

Even in the U.SUS. . court syssys-sys-

terns
sys-

tems
¬-

temsterns , where fairness is absoluteabsolute-absolute-
ly

absolute-
ly

¬-

ly essential , a person who hashas-

difficul
has-

difficultydifficultydifficul ty withwi th English is at aa'dis-a'disadisa'dis-

advantage
a' disdis-dis-

advantage
¬-

advantage .

Consequently , I have co-coco-

sponsored
co-

sponsored
co-

sponsored
---

sponsored the "BilingualBilingual" JobJob-

Training
Job-

TrainingTraining Act" and the "BilingualBilingual"Bilingual-
Courts

"Bilingual-
Courts

"
Courts bill ._ "

BILINGUALBILINGUAL-
JOB

BILINGUAL-
JOBJOB TRAININGTRAINING-

TheThe Senate bilingual job traintrain-train-

ing
train-

ing

¬-

ing bill recognizes that millionsmillonsmill ons

of 'AmericansAmericans', are 'restrictedrestricted' restri ted bebe-bebe-

cause

be-

cause

¬-

cause of , their limited English-EnglishEnglish-
speaking

English-
speaking

-.
speaking abilities . The fact thatthiltthat-

these
,,

these pe6plepeoplepe ple have difficulty getget-get-

ting
get-

ting

¬-

ting work is both an unnecessaryunnecessary-

personal
unnecessary-

personalpersonal hardship and a wastewaste-

of
waste-

ofof badly-neededbadlyneeded- manpower ,

Look at the pipeline project :

Here is an opportunity I'veIveI've-

a
''

a.,,
been Working'Working' oporton , which willwill-

provide
will-

provide
will-

provideprovide jobs for thousandsthouSand$ ofof-

unemployed

of'unempQy-

ed

of-

unemp
'-

unemp\Qyed
'- unempu- nempQ- yed' unemployedunemp

federal
\gyed Alaskans . SurelySurely-

the

Surely-

the

Surely-

thethe federal governmentgovernmel1t at leastleast-

co

least-

couldcouldco ld help ' provide money forfor-

bilingual
for-

bilingual

for-

bilingualbilingual vocational
,

instructors-
and

instructorsinsthrctorsinstructors-

a1d

insthrctors-
andanda1d! help train people for gainfulgainful-

employment
gainfu-

lemployment
gainful-

employmentemployment..

Those are the aims of the "BiBi"Bi-"Bi-

lingual'Job
" ¬.-

linguallilingual'JoblingualJobgual Job'Job' TrainingJraining: Act .:"'
COURTROOMCOURTROOM-

INTERPRETERS
COURTROOM-

INTERPRETERSINTERPRETERSINTERPRETERS-
InIn a related development , thethe-

"Bilingual
the-

"Bilingual"BilingualBilingual" Courts bill " wouldwould-
insure

would-
insureinsureinterpretersforcourtroom interpreters
for all persons ,' whenever thethe-

need
the-

needneed is demonstrated .

This basic right would applyapply-
toto both civil and criminal casescases-

and
cases-

andand would covercocoercoderer actiactions1s in disdi-didi-

tr
di $* ¬-_

tricttrCt Courts,courts , including those inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska . ItI t would apply to allall-

phases
all-

phasesphases of the legal proceedings ,

including hearings and actualactual-
trials

actual-
trialstrials .

DEFINITE NEEDNEED-
Alaska

NEED-
AlaskaAlaska is one state where aa-

definite
a-

definite.needdefinitedefinite.needdefiniteneed,. need exists for such aa-

bill
a-

billbill .

Frank Flavin , who serves asas-

the
as-

thethe executive director for AlaskaAlaska-
Legal

Alaska-
LegalLegal Services , headquartered inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , toldtoldmeme he is in totaltotal-
support

total-
supportsupport of the bilingual courtscourts-
bill

courts-
billbill . He explained that therethere-
have

there-
havehave been a number of civil acac-acac-

tions
ac-

tions
¬-

tions involving Natives in whichwhich-

aa courtroom interpreter waswas-

needed
was-

neededneeded .
. Other cases , he said , have rereore-rere-
oquired

re-

quired
¬-

quired a Spanish expert or otherother-
linguist

other-
linguistlinguist , in order to make sure ],

thathat there was no miscarriage ofiofofj-

ustice '. ;

justice .
sureljj-

I'mI'mIm'' optimistic that this billbilltbill-

can

bill-

can
t

can be passed by Congress ,'
; ".

thereby guaranteeing congress'icongressithe basic '

. rightrigl1t to equal justice under law .
'


