‘Voice of the Raven’

Prejudice, bigotry is a ‘two-way street’

by Vern Metcalfe
far the Temdra Tl

JUNEAU — Last week the column
discussed prejudice, bigotry and other
sins — of omission and commissions.
| noted that there are no casy solutions
other than the of time
und what Emest Gruening once
Sm'_wrihcd for the ills confrontin

uneau, “'A few good funcrals wi
straighten matters out here,” he told
me circa 1950,

Gruening had in mind what | was
once moved (o term the *“dirty dozen’”
which is something thet my uncle,
C.H. Metcalfe, once opined had caus-
ed his removal from Juneau o An-
chorage. 1 authored a plece about the
“demise”” of the dozen and it was
published in a Ketchikon monthly late
m the 1960s and there are still those
here who deny they were among the
anonymous heroes of the plece

The article was *"pure fantasy ™" ac-
caording 1o the heading which preciud-
ed libel actions and in addition was o
spool of monumental proportions. To-
day we don't have adirty or otherwise
soiled dozen. We have their heirs and
assignees of course but their power
over our once tight knit community
has diminished.

To return the premise of article one
of thig two part series, The problems
with bigotry and prejudice have been
with humanity since (amd before) our
ancestors emerged from caves and
discoverad fire,. Wars have been
fomght, and are being fought, over
who warships the right gods and which
rce is supenor W another ad nauseam

As noted in the first column, we are
maore subtle inall of this than we were
some 46 years ago when, al age |8,
I arrived i this then mining camp.
During my first several weeks here |
miet & really oute gid, who was 16, and

we went dancing al the plethom of
public dances of that era.

| was told by # contemporary who
had been borm and raised here that **if
you keep going out with that Indian,
the white girls won't go out with
Hm.‘.

The lady in question decided 1 didn’t
measure up and, later, the informant
found out that his statement wasn'l
true. The slight to the Indian girl sull
rankles me although I never told her
about it

There 15 a reaction to these kinds of
remarks and while many newcomers
might be puzzled or even ignornt of
what is going on, the Native or part-
Native holds the non-Native in con-
tempt ks well. In shost, W is & two way
street which serves no one well. This
has been further aghuted since the in-
ception of the Alaska Native Claims
Seitlement Act.

One old Southeast Native leader of
my acquaintance wamed upon the
passage of ANCSA that, ""it was
created so we would fadl. " This insight
has since been confirmed to a degree

The corporatons formed by this ac-
tion had, in most instances, W hire
non-Natives 1o see them through their
fancy and the end result need not be
chronicled here. Suffice W say that the
afteraste was bitter in more than one
case

There also have been those who
viewed ANCSA as some form of
welfare for the Aloska Nutive. The
headlines ol the time noted that 40
million acres ‘given' to  Alaska
Matives,” " No mention made of the
tact that the adjudication ol the Thngn
and Haidu Indians of Aluska land suit
had established the judicial precedent
that old Willam Henry Sewarnd got
cuchered by Czar Alexander 11, You
can 'L sell siomething you never owned.

The corporations formed by
this action had, in most in-
stances, to hire non-Natives to
see them through their infancy
and the end result need not be
chronicled here. Suffice to say
that the aftertaste was bitter in
more than one case.

The ANCSA settlement should have
read 40 million acres ‘returned” o
Alaskn Natives™ and the near %I
billion was in payment for the re-
muinder of the land mvolved.

Since the federal government had
swilllowed up nearly all of Alaska’s
southeastern  land  mass with the
Tongess Natonal Forest and  the
Gilacier Bay National Monumnet and
since then — under the Alaskn Na
tional Interest Land Conservation Act
— grabbed off nearly all of Admiral-
ty Island, the land returned 1o the
Thngit and Haida people benefitted
everyonc

How? The o000 or so acres in
volved brought into private ownershap
prime timber lands which, in twrn,
allowed the 12 village-urban corpor-
tions plus Sealaska Corporation (o sur
VIVE.

ANUCSA boas also given numerous
young MNatives the opportunity through
scholarship programs to gain higher
education. has opened up econmnic

oppartunitics wnisly dened all but
u few; has allowed o renaissance of
Mative culture, ant and prde in their
ancestry

As indicated, all of this hasn't
necessanily convineed the B4 or so per
cent of those non-Natives cotnprisic
the rest of the populntion of the iﬂ;ﬁ
slate The  Aluska  Nanve
Hrotherhood's  founders  probahly
would view what has happened over
the past 75 years with some umare.
ment and sorrow.

Article ome of the Constitution they
coneived has not yet been fulfifled but
we are getting there inch by inch

Out ol  Sealaska's 16,00
sharcholders, over 53,000 live i the
weafern  part of the state of
Washington.  Partly  because ol
COOnOmic opporuniy

Al the ANBIANS convention one
gol the mmpression from (hose wtien
ding from the great Chatside that the
situation wis not of thewr own divng

Come the milleniwm




