Kotzebue: Dream becomes reality

Siberians receive red carpet reception

by Dr. Ted Mala
e ihe Tianclrs Tises

When | think of Kotzebue, 1 think
of homecoming. A cenain feeli
me is always connected to Kotze
since that i8 where my roots are.

And so the opportunity to bring the
Siberians there was too much 1o resist
and whit was o follow proved me
correct,

Many of you know that when you
get to the bush, the best welcoming
commitice 18 anyong with any Kind of
three-wheeler, sled or uuck that can
give you b nde into town.

Little did 1 expect our Cape Smythe
plane — which Tom Brower 51, and
his wife flew us down on — to be mel
with u red carpet covered with
reindiser skins and the Norhern Lights
Eukimo Dancers lining each side of the
carpet dancing and drumming for us!

Even Tom Brower said he had
received several red carpet receptions
in his life, but never one like this and
never in Kotzebue!

The warm van picked us vwp and
ook us 10 the Senior Center where 10
our great surprise, we had Eskimo
food and were entertned by two
Eskimo groups — the Kotzebue Nor
thern Lights Dancers and the Point
Hope Dancers, who flew into town
st o meet s,

It was an evenng nong of us will

Muaniilag  Associntion.  Along  with
Mury Schueffer and Marie Ureene.
our group met with local people, truh
tional healers and of course, commums
ty leaders

They put on u memorible bangue
with speeches by representanves ol
NANA, Maniilag, the elders. Noi
thwest Arctic Borough Mayor Chuock
Cireene and the Siberians

“We nre not able to put ito worsds

Shoven from left are Drs. Evgeny Starkov, hm Nrimn .I"ﬁl' Maali and Vidadimir
Davidenko.
ever forget,

Niumi Dahl was our conrdinmtor fron

our grabtude and feclmgs from our trip
1 Alnska,”" Dr. Nikitin saud, *'"'We
never expected the wonderful wnd
heartlel reception we recerved from
all over Alaska. T somethime, we will
never forget

“We are here o find ways woowork
together 1o help each other i health

problems  and  work  togethes  fon
peace, © he smd

At kotzebue High School, Principal
Helen Conwell assembled all the

classes for a tion and answer ses-
sion. The elementary school children
sang songs which they had practiced
and even said some words in Russian,

Drs. Davidenko, Starkov and
Nikitin left leters everywhere from
the children of Sibera.

It is hoped that all will write lettemn
i one another and become pen pals
and eventually meet one day . In Bar-
row, Ron Fieger's class ot Fred
[palook School received lemers also.
Patsy Aamodt, the school principal,
promised to get children to write also

Al Kotrebue PHS the stall physi
cuans and nurses speot tme discuss-
ing local medical concerns. v Howe
Hodson especially helped coordinaie
our visit there

What surprised the Sibetians mos
whaout our hosprtals wis that there were
s few polents

“ln the Sovier Union, all o oo
homprtals are full all of the tme,
Davidenko siid. ""Here you have so
many empty beds

Thunk vou  Kotzebue lor the
wonderful viar, The Siberians
alwitys heard of Kotzebue and only
dreamed of visstimg 1. That dresm has
now become real. And the repliny s
much better thian they could ever have
tmingined i uny dreim

Felitor s Nove: Thiv s the seceand of @
five-part serres by Dr. Ted Mala




