Exhibition to display U.S.
and Soviet cultural art

A major miernstional exhibition ol
SO0 vhjects representing the cultures
of the North Pacific region, including
muny ariifacts from the Soviet Union
and North American collections never
before displayed, will come 10 An
chorage in 1991,

The exhibition, organized by the
Smuthsonian  Institution, the Sowviel
Union's Academy of Sciences ond the
Intermational Research and Exchanges
Board, will be coming to the An-
chorage Museum of History and Art
from April 7 to Aug. 11, 1991

The exhibition, Crossroads af Con-
tinents, will present ‘the cultures of
Adaska and Stbena from the end of the
lce Age era o modem times, using ar-
chaecological and  ethnographic ar-
tifacts, photographs, works of ar and
films.

Many of the urtifacts have never
before been displayed.

The exhibition will open in
September 1984 a1 the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of Natural History
in Washington, D.C., and then will
begin a four-year tour of musewims in
New York, Seattle, Anchorage, Los
Angeles, Indinnapolis and Ounwa,
Cuanada.

In 19929 Crossroces will travel
o museums in Moscow, Leningrad
and other cities in the Soviet Union
under the sponsorship of the Soviet
Ministry of Culture

The cooperative project offers
scholars in the United Siates, the
Soviet Union and Canada an un-
itrmcden!cd opportunity to exchange
nformation, Smithsonian officials
said.

The exhimtion combines Soviet and
North American museum collections
in a single show that could not have
been produced withowt the coopermtion
of the three nutions because the earliest
artifucts from Siberis and Alnska were
collected by expeditions from the op-
posite continent,

Eskimo anifacts, lor example, were

in the 18th and 19th centuries

Russian explorers. For centuries,
these objects have been in museum
collections in Leningrad.

Conversely, significant early Rus-

Shown ar the rop riy

Natural History in New

oryak dance costume and
in Lemingrad, Russia, isa

sian artitacts, collected by Amenican
explorery in castern Siberia, huve been
part of the Ameéncan Museum of
MNaotural History's holdings in New
York City. Untll now, none of these
collections has been re-examined by
national experts from thew lands of
arigin

The 500 objects shown n
Crossroads represent cultures of the
North Pacific Rim from Sibera o
southern Brinsh Columbag

" Despite their Archic und sub-Arcue
locntions, people of the North Pacific
had remarkable technological and ar-
tistic sophistication, " said Dr. Willinm
Fiizhugh, anthropologist &t the
Smithsomian’s National Museum ol
MNatural History

Prehustorie displays include anciem
artworks and a rfeconstruction of o
shaman's burial from the 2,000 year
old Ekven site in Sibena

Specimens include hunting, fishmg,
domestic and  riuwal  objects  from
Alaskan Tlingit, Athapascan, Aleus
and Eskimo culwires and Trom Sibenan
tribes mcluding Chukeha,  Lamut,
Koryvik and Amur River peoples. Fuall
costumed  ligures, ceremonial
reconstructions and whaling shrines
will be among the exhibition’'s
highlighis

lalf of the artifacts come from the
Museum of Anthropology and
Ethnogruphy in Leningrad, the re
mainder are from the Smithsonian, the
American Museum of Natural History
in New York, the Field Muscam of
Nutural History in Chicago and the
National Mureum of Civilization in
Chiawn.

A major poinl (o be made by the ex-
hibition, Fitzhugh sdded, is that the
political barrier that now stands bet-
ween East and West at the Bering
Strait Is an historical anomaly. As
visitors to the exhibitions will see, o
lively cultural and commercial inter-
change between Siberians and
Alaskans had been the rule for
centuries.

This commerce and movement of
Native people was stopped with the in-
troduction of modem political barriers
of the 2(th century.

right and ﬁ-t#ug counter-clockwise, the American Hu:fum
ork is a pipe from the Siberian Korvak tribe, a

the Museum Anthropology and Ethnography

g:lmrﬂmdm' crest headdress. From the Smithso-
nian Ingtitution is a Bering Sea Eskimo Mask and also from Leningrad Is a
Tlingit canpve model,
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