Senator: U.S.
may OK flights
to Provideniya
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1s sctually look good for
dlm:t ights between Nome and Pro-
videniyn, Siberia, Sen. Frank
Murkowski, R-Mukn. said Monday
it & press conference in his Anchorage
oifice.

“'We're very excited about it,"" he
siicd. He pointed oul that the main dif-
ficulty nppears to be thal the Soviets
are somewhat sensitive about the way
the Eskimos there live, Alaska Natives
fare much better under the American
system, Murkowskl said,

Mome officials mised the possibili-
ly of the flights in a recenl press
release from the Nome Chamber of
Commerce.

According 1o the release, a group of
Nome residents believe that the time
has come Lo visit Soviet nes , nd
they are pushing for flights o Pro-
videniya. [t 1y directly across from
Nome, 220 miles, about 26 minutes
by a T37 jer.

The Arctic community has 4,500
people, including Eskimos and non-
Natrves, Murkowski said Provideniyn
is very similar in the way it looks to
Valdex.

Earlier (his year, a federal research
vesscl, the Surveyor, visited the Pon
of Provideniya from Mome. The cap-
tain brought back a proclamation of
friendship from the mayor and the

le of Provideniya.

“"We must learn more aboul one
unother and meet more often: become
more friendly and develop commer-
cial ties, " said the Provideniya mayor,
0. Kulinkin. “'Let us work together
and trade together,

The zenator also addressed a
number of other topics, including 1991

legislation now ing in Con
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including Pacific Telecom, the puarent
of Alnscom; Cable and Wireless. o
British firm and the world's Inrgest
undersea cable layer, as well as n
number of Japanese partners, in
cluding Toyota and C. Itoh. The part-
nership 15 known as  International
Dhigital Communications

Murkowski said the cable would
provide superior communications,
even better than vin satellite.

He nlso discussed the national deficit
and said that he favors an ncross-the-
baard freeze, which would represent
a savings of about $40 billion.

"The system |s clearly in jeopar-
dy.”" he said. “"There will definitely
be some tax increases,

The recent crash on Wall Street 15
a sign that the market is looking to
government to solve the problem, he
said. Murkowski also that if Con-
gress does not bite the bullet and find
a way to reduce the by at least
$40 million this %:l and another $60
billion in the following two years that

Fmgn.mn will be drastically cut, not
rozen.




