Young entrepreneurs get state grant

It isn’t just business as usual in Ouzinkie
/
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prise, which will be part of the seed
money for their new business — the

nmhﬂﬂulufhmnhllw from
thedr island home, 8BS INOSSes,
ne cones and berries.

which is K-12 and has & total of 42
students ught by five people, the
students are taking their new project
very seriously.

teacher behind it is Ron Gibbs,

- who teoches at the school with his wife

Patricia. Patricia Gibbs is a pr
half the time and o teacher

Gibbs said his concern was that
business classos in the past had focured
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on training for the students that they
wauld never use, The goal of this pro-
ject, the Entreprencurship class, wis
lo “‘create trmining to create new
jobs.'" The idea was to recirculate
dollars within the community as well
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The , who started this
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(Conlimmd on Page Four)
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e Student entrepreneurs

(Continuad fram Page Cna)

ceonomic analysis of Ouzinkie and dud
a community profile to find out whiat
worts of businesses might work

The analysis looked at the location,
climate, population.  government,
economy, tmnsportation, (acilities,
communichtions, education, recrealion
and namral resources of Cuzinkie

A sample from one area, com-
mmcations, shows how detaled thalr
wirk was: “There are 42 C.B. rudios
operating i Cizinkie and oll the boats
from the village lave these radios. All
of these montior channel 11, Eight
villagers and all the boats  have
V. H.F. s, They monitor channel six
or scan all channels. There are four
single sideband radios in town: the one
owned by the Ouzinkie Native Corp
v Jocated o the store and monitors
chanmel 2450, and the Public Health
Service radin localed in the mission,
but s currently ol in service, stands
by em channel 3800 when inuse. .

Adter the study was complefed., the
students settled on three businesses
they thowght could work In tiny
Ouzinkic. o parbuge sérvice, a
restaurant and the export ol local
hotanicals,

Warking with the school 1o help the
students develap Tormal business plins
were  Ouzinkie Mavor  Zack
Chichenodl.  attorney  Churles
Wineparden and  accountamt Cathy
Stevens.

The e for the garbage service was
dropped first because although the
students” wiork showed it could be

financially  successful, they were
unable because of their age (0 obtan
INSUIENCe,

S0 they devided next on the
restaurant. That led 1o o snack stand
1O riise t:ngllnl. Al the end of the l;.'cm
lust year they had saved 52,400 from
their snack sales. Once again,
however, insurance was the problem
iy starting the business

**So they decided o g into the ex-
part businegss, ' Gibbs saud. They took
thew des very seriously amd com-
municated with a number of state of-
ficials about their plans

The officials were so impressed that
o delegation of students was flown 10
Juneau o make & presentation te o
state task force on emtrepeencurship
Thut was in April. Within a few
months, the students were able o con-
vince stule ofhcuals 1w give the
stuclents, through with the Ciy Coun-
vil, o $3,100 stte gramt to da a
Teasibality  study. of their  export
Puis iness

Fhe only stite requitement was that
a tratning manuil be developed.

Citbbs sabd he sees much that other
schools could use in the approach the
Ouzinkte students have taken. And he
samd one of the most smportant fictors
in their success to dite has been the
invalvement ol many people in state
government and in Ouzinkie

“This kind of program canno be
teacher dependent. TU's a matter of get-

ting ownership into the commuamty, ™
he said



