What others say..

Chemicals cause concern in Bethel

Dear Governor Cowper:

In our talks at Scammon Bay a cou-
ple of weeks ago, | promised to write
to you on the concerns we have in
Western Alaska. Our concerns sre
two-fold.

First, a5 we all know, the mode of
traveél in the rural areas is snow
machine in the winter and outbaard
motor in the summer. In traveling on
these modern modes of travel, the
motors are spewing carbon monoxide
and nitric oxide., Thus, we are
breathing the fumes that are being ex-
hausted from the motors.

Everylime we breathe nitric oxide,
we are injuring the ability to think pri-
perly. erefore, some of our
thinkability is being destroyed. Thus,
we are unable to identify the dangers
of suicide, alcohol and drugs.

Therefore, the use of leaded gas
should be banned. Since the salmon
are behaving in such a way and the fut
content of King or Chinook, especially
here on the Kuskokwim, are getting
richer than 15 to 20 years ago, 1 leads
me o think that the lower tributanes
of the Kuskokwim are bieng con-
taminated by the acid min from the
Orrient

And the Yukon and Kuskokwim
Dielta (om a direct path of the air stream
from the Orieat) are being polluied
from the fallout of the acid min.

This has been proven in the Scan-

Villages need to protect subsistence

To the edior:

Floyd Westly of Noatak may not
remember when he introduced me to
the power of earning wages, al a ri
ol igtﬂ-fihﬂl|?gjfﬂmnﬁ;ﬂ.|¢h£
ped a lot of wood for the Native Store
and earned a whole 25 cents. In those
t.hj:nfmwnm‘nwngcnmhtil
i day. | brought it home right away.

t makes me remember it clear-
ly is my mom needed baking soda. |
tried to give it o her, but she did not
take i1, She gave me a decision o get
what | wanted, so being a young boy
I bought n lot of candy, which of
course | shared. How was [ to know
even kids can by food for the house?
Later on when | |

|
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we have (o say or ask our questions.
Personally, lrl:lv: difficulty asking
My heart beats fust. | get

dinavian countries by the lests made
in the streams. The lower tributaries
of the Kuskokwim, west of the Alaska
Range, are being polluted. Therefore,
the salmon the river smell the
acid at the mouths of the streams and
do not enter the streams.

For that reason, we are stanting to
caich fat fish. ﬁmilmifnd Sor -
ly heading up the e
Ef:r‘l: of the Kuskokwim. This cearly
indlicates that tributaries on the lower
river have acid in the spring ran oul
of the streams. For this reason, a
tharough research project should be
done on the waters,

And, 100, plant life should be con-
sidered in testing for serosol. As we
do not know how much pesticide s be
g transmitied by the air cuments
since we Native cannol adapt 10
domestic foods overnight, we have o
rely on our traditional diet. Who i o
tell me pot to eat s contaminaled plar-
mongan whiy had caten polluted vegeta-
tion” And when [ eat it this affects my
nervous system. Perhaps there s
another reason on the behovior of our
Native People.

With these in thought | hope a plant
amd water research project can be
made possible

I remain,
Muthew Bean
Bethel
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animals. live and used by the pecple for
thousands of S To a simple
uneducated person like me i be
n'lﬁ. The white man law would not
affect the le that live there for us-
inﬁdnni % for food and cl if the
white

m-.l"q'ru lnws and regulation on
their animals. It would be like restric-
ting the white man from having ham-
burger at their McDonald's.

At our regional meeting we never
gt to village concemns or inferests, M

reonal opinion and as | talk wi
E:auh‘ and relatives we feel we are be-
ing in, With all the federal

lands and all kind of land ownerships.
Al these we can't understand and how
"Il affect. Pretty soon we'll find
oul we have no land to hunt.
Another thing that bothers me. |
e 0 ek e W T
yeArs ago w never
title 0. Mym.whnlunduplﬁ
the one side 10 the other and the
the back.
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Human rights are not a ‘backwater’ issue

To the editor:

Mental torture is & cruel form of
abuse and punishmes!-that cuts and
burns into the spirit and soul of
its victims. Abusive treatment
and mental torure directed at Alaska
Matives comes from the state govern-
ment, where the pain originates and
is funncled through the various state
ngenciecs.

The Fish and Game ot in
charge of managing our fishing
lifestyle continues to levy heavy fines
on Alaska Natives,

The of Education, ex-
pendi largest amount of [unds
in rural Alnska, shirks s ibili-
ty to quality education for Alaska
Nutive students by allowing members
of the dominant culture 10 be the ones
in teaching and administrative posi-
tions, the majority of students
within the school mre Alaska Natives.

The system the good ole
o gw

economy &8 il is preseotly, it is h
time to reorganize the priorities of
stute by ing and curtailing all
those sbusive practices we no longer
can afford 10 condone,

The tone of leadership coming from
our state government cin be compared
to that ufﬂﬂh Deep South during the
"60s when segregation was the onder
of the day. As A Natives we are
waging a form of civil war in rural
Alaska against the state government.

The battle 8 0 make the state

anmmu'nmﬂnrmmuiﬂglcpdh:}
nll.-\}:ingﬁmundmtplmprm-
tices for Alaska Natives and all other
Alaskans. These issues arc both
economic and social, directly affecting
all Alaskn Natives.

In a region as remole a8 ours n
“*Bush ka,”" we mre a mere
“backwiter issuc’’ for the state,
Human and civil rights were never in-
iended to be o "*hackwater issue,"” ac-

i thip quality s justos tha
w. Itis i
we are H:L;f. Lﬂmuln;
those discriminatory slemm-
I:ﬁfmmlhﬂlh socking o cur-

that type of treatment, replacing
it with one that is fair and equitable
is desperately needed now.

It sppears that the state will pol gram
s g i
reco that we have n
d:lnrglu

and collctvaly, As Alas
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As Alaska Natives we are land
rich and cash poor, but we must be
treated with dignity and respect.

we are lund rich and cash poor, but
we must be treated with dignity and
respoect.

strength of & nation s measured
hrurrmpumil renders to all of us
citizens, Alaska must remain a haven
for all of its e, Native, natural
or imported, and they must be treated
fairly mnd ly both economically
und socially from the youngest child
to the seasonad elder.

The tone of leadership and the
discriminatory treatment experienced
by Aluska Natives must be addressed
today. It is that tone of leadership that
sets the sailing course for all of the
state angenices, and it must contain
those that are rf:rndmd by
our Constitution. Sﬂﬂlg anythi
less is rubber i dhmmiE
tion and is prevalent
within the Fish and Game
and the of Education,

it doesn't exist is a copout,
mnd it to continue is criminal.
Abugive treatment, whether it is men-
tl or physical, has far reaching im-

plications and lifelong effects.

Abuse destroys self-esteem  and
discrimination severs the ties that bind
communities together in friendship.
This state cannot advance inlo a
healthy future under the present
system, What |s desperately needed
for @ more swble economy and
government iy 1o correct the mistakes
that are abusive toward Alssks
Natives.

Failure 10 do so only reinforces the
negative factors that contribute 1o the
high suicide, drug, alcohol and bingo

abuse that are ru rampant within
the anks of Aluska Natives. The tone
of leadership in nt must

reflect our Constitution, with dignity
for all.

It is said that justice embreces com-

passion and principle, when exercis-
ed 1o the within our
lives, Itcan bring about n healing and

hope for all Alaska's citizens.
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