‘Voice of the Raven'’

We all need to continually fight racism

by Vern Metcalfe
fow the Timdra Thases

SITKA — The conclusion of the
T5th anniversary convention of the
Alaska Native Brotherhood saw Fri-
day the 13th anything but an unlucky
day for the ion. The Sealaskn
Corp. d $500,000 to the ANB
to be invesied with the interest on the
grant used to support their effons.

The convention mn from MNov. 910
14 and was concluded with a Grand
Ball which saw the Sisterhood in floor-
length white gowns, the Brotherhood
in tuxedos and about 30 new members
being sworn in along with the re-
swearing of those in attendunce,

This particular dance also had the
unusual distinction of having the re-
clected president, Richard Suit, being
the guitarist in the Sa -Stitt hand
His wife, Teresu, and daughter plus
son-in-law are the singing leam as
well,

*“The purpose of this organization
shall be 10 assist and encourage the
Native in his advancement among the
cultivated races of the world, 1o op-
pose, to discourage, and to overcome
the marrow injustices of race pnf-
Judice, 10 commemorate the
qualities of the Native races ﬂ‘;_r( n‘h
America, to preserve their
lore, art and virtues, mm!rimrr
nmm.lir_,v education, commerce arud

-

-The painful fact of all of
this has long been known to
those who are willing to face up
to the situation of race relations

here in Alaska.

civil government of Alaska, to improve
:::n' individual and municipal health
a frue in Natives and other per-
sons whaom deal for the ler-
ter and spirit of the Declararion of In-
dependence and the Constitunion and
laws of the United States. ' — Grand
Camp Constitution, Article |, ANB.
Somewhere the author of the above
15 lost in antiguity, but the words pro-
bably originated with Peter Simpson
who dreamed of such a world when
he founded the ANB in 1912, Tltfm-
I:lh-.m is, after 75 years we are stil
1o live up 1o the cloquence
l!Ifrtl'.:lw: mnup ing that Ijll:ll.l‘n.:nea.n': of
thr Majority have yet to truly get the
word us stated above.
The painful fact of all of this has

conditions, and 1o create

been known to those who are
willing to face up 1o the situation of
race relations here in Alaska. During
the 46 years |'ve s in Alaska a
number of landmark legislative actions
have taken place but, as more than one
rolil;iu-i type has noted, *“you can’t
egislate momlity. "

e have the Anti-Discriminution
Actof 1945 which s y outlaw-
el segregation. To a it did this,
bul more than one Native couple his
discovered that the riment they
telephoned about had been suddenly
rented when they showed on the scene.
A truly beautiful woman | met in Sitka
told of leaving this pant of Alaska some
|5 years before simply because, st age
20, she couldn’t stand the social pre-
judice she encountered.

During a survey | conducted for
Scolusks early in 1984 | was stanled
o discover that one lady 1 in-
terviewed in Juneay experienced
all of this (and more), although she
was reddish haird and freckle faced.

My male classmates were nice 1o
me il we met while they were slone.
If they were ina they didn’t
know rnn. " she Her great-
? happened 10 be one of the

nders uf uurnut plways so fair city.
| have no solution 1o all of this and
am nod sure we can overcome the pro-
blem which has, in my 46-year ex-
rience, become more sublle. The
Times s, of course, lar
read by those already convinced., %U:
daily new rs in Alaska with one
mhn (the Kerchikan Daily News)
y address the accomplishments of
their Mative readers.

The tragedy of this is thal we all
have 1o live together. We have
:.llh'rnnn:u'lumlit1-r

“H-Jr nt here”? We have a long way
0 gl} elders who remember Peter
Simpson and his teachings are m ui
ly departing this vale of tears,
tunately I was able to tpe some uf
their recollections of that great man
llurl my stay in this colorful and
utifully situated community, They
wlll be heard later this year and next
on Aluska Public Radio. Stay tuned



