Siberia and Alaska dream of reunion

by Dr. Ted Mala
fow the Tedra Times

All of us have dreams, some of
which come true and others which will
always remasin just that: A dream.
Since | was a litle I could
remember my Eskimo father wmlking
about Siberia. He went thers as a
young man to film pan of the mowie
“Eskimo’” and never forgot it since
that time,

For some le Siberia represents
a mythological land which we have
only seen through eyes of storytellers.
And yet it calls us like the voice of an
ancient siren,

It wies that voice that led me to their
Tancd, 1t is just as beautiful vs we had
imagined. And very big. In fact,
Siberia ix one and a half times the size
of the whole United States. And with
I population of mere than 35 million
people, it too is young and very much
the **Last Fromtier.”" And yet that las
Frontier hid not talked to its neighbor
fromtier for more than 30 years unil
the historical events of Nov, 4, which
marked the beginning of the process
of getting to know one another aguin.

Three Sibenans from the Siberan
Branch | the Academy of Medical
Sciences of the USSR come to Aliska
i visil the land and the people and 10
litke homne o message of how seriogs
Abnska s wbout o rewmon waith o
western neigzhibaor

Peo Yun P Nikitin, deputy
chariman of the presudivm. ol the
Sibwnan Branch ol the Achlemy ol
Meddical Scieoves: Dro Visduor |
Davidenko, chiel seientilic secrelary
lor the Sibertan Instite of Climeal
anid Fspeniment:ad Medieine; and well

I shall carry you, ﬂuh
to Barrow, Kotzebue,

known Antarctic explorer and Mr.
Eugene N. Starkov, chief of foreign
relations for the Siberiun Academy all
came 0 Alaska to meet our people and
sign the first formal agreement bet-
ween our lands.

In the following parts, | shall carry
you, the Sibertuns and mysell into Rar-
row, Kotzebue, Buckland and Nome
1o share the experiences of what we
saw and how we felt. For me it was
undoubiably one of the most moving
maments of my life to hear the stories
of our elders about Siberia and what
this exchange means to them.

The logic tor it all 15 based on the
premise that we huve studied ourselves
for quile o while now without any ma-
Jor resluts other than knowing our
needs better nd better,

But what about the answers? Why
are we spending millions of dollsrs 1o
tind out what we already know?
Docsn™t it make more sense 1o stan
talking to the millions und millions of
peaple who share the North with us?

S0 why not crente an Institute for
Crrcompolar Health thar would brang
wgether concerned people from all the
circumpolar countries including
Clunucla, the LISSR, Scandinavin pnd
Cireenliand 1o work on all of the pro
blems we share in common. They in
clude: nuntion, cold  adoaption,
aleohobsm, special diseases found in
population, cabin fever, sunle,

depression, medicing, cuncer,
accidents others.

Not osily is the Siberian Medical
Progrun an opportunity to share
unswers but also to get to know one
another and the ultimate goal: To show
the world how the United States and
the Soviet Union can get along

together for pesce once we are given
the chance to lel ordinary people meet
other ordinary people.
Ordinary people working with other
ordinary ¢ to heal one another:
That's what this is all about.

Editor's Note: This is the first of a
five-part series by Dr. Ted Mala.




