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Making his way taiga

forest in the M river valley,

Nikolai Ivanov, a professional hunter

for Yakutia, one dl}‘ discovered the
debris of a w

Not far away saw the remains of
the airman devoured by beasts of prey.
It is safe to assume that at the time of
the crash, the pilot to the

and lived for some time not far
the crash site.

The hunter had no way of knowing
the of the plane. It turned out to
be a U.S.-made R-39 Kingcobra fighter
No. 24962.
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taiga closely mystery
45 years. But now when we are learn-
ing more facts about the joint Soviet
and U.S. war effort during World War
IT, the answer is on hand.

Few people remember these days
that during the war the Soviet Union
formed a special air division whose
mission was to deliver thousands of
warplanes, supplied to us under the
Lend-Lease Act, from America to the
Soviet-German front. At that time the
shortest and safest route was that from
Alaska across the Bering Strait, then
over Chukotka, Yakutia and Siberia to
Russia.

Of course, the route was only
relatively safe and short. The planes
taking off from Alaska airfi
to fly more than 12,000 kilometers.
The route was poorly studied and
passed through desolate places without
airfields or nagivation support. On
each run airmen had to fly over the
Verkhoyansk and Chera mountains.

To give the planes more $ad-
ditional fuel tanks were to the
wings. However, made the

airmen’s job all the more difficulit.

Planes usually flew in g
Often, hnwever foul weather Jﬁ -
persed them and every pilot had to fly
on his own. Not all the planes arrived
at their destination. The unit com-
manders had no illusions as to the fate
of their men who crashed in the taiga.

However, the operation was a suc-
cess. Several thousand were
delivered to the front-line that way
and, of course, they contributed to the
victory over the common enemy.

The roaring engines of big-bellied
Catalinas, elegant Kittyhawks, fast
Kingcobras and heavy Thunderbolts
disturbed age-long quiet over the Lena
River, Kolyma and Indigirka.
Thousands got through, but some
didn’t make it. According to the of-
ficial data, the losses mad: 2 per-
cent of the total number :IP planes
bought.

Dozens of U.S.-made planes and
hundreds of Russian men remained
forever in Chukotka, Yakutia and the
Krasnoyarsk region.

According to archive records,
Kingcobra No. 24962 was flown by
Russian Air Lt. Vasily Kovalev. The
records listed him as missing. Then the
Yakut hunter came into that remote
corner of the taiga.

Starting from 1935, Kovalev served
in the Soviet Air Force. Being deputy
squadron commander, 7th Air Regi-
ment, he went to Fairbanks in early
March 1943. On the day of departure
for the Soviet Union the American
technician carefully inspected the
plane and wished the airman a happy
voyage. A group of planes, Kovalev's
Kingecobra among them, climbed into
the spring over

On March 24 bad weather dupe.ﬂed
the group as it was flying from Seim-
chan to Yakutsak. Kovalev didn’t
make it and was listed . And
now 45 years later, we know what

Soviet hunter finds U.S.-r
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Yakutia is organized forms.
Dozens of are taking part
ln it in their ra time to try and
the secrets of the past
war
Not so the debris of a B-25
nmdlummw: 232219, were
discovered in a sand bank of the Lena
River, The plane went down May 7,
1943, and was detected when the level
of water in the river .
significantly. It was learned from the
records that the crew of the bomber
comprised of Maj. Alexander
Boronenko, pilot; Capt. Vasily

Inuia'Ll Alexei

Shlhunnnd Naumov,
gunners, Capt. Pyotr Kudelin,
. 'Vsevolod Ferens,

. - i
A coaxial machine with a car-
tridge belt fed in, units of the radio sta-

tion and an ammunition container were
Iihadfmmlinbpllun the river. A
map-case containing -pturved
documents and photos of the
crew were also discovered.
America's Boeing showed an in-
terest in the discoveries made in
Yakutia. The wants to put a
World War 1 in its museum.
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lndm:pmadif — possible to find
it was to

a more or less intact . The task
proved to be rather diff
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ti!dmlumm of
crash-landed near the set-
ﬂmﬂlﬂhmM:
trace.
Thenmrillwumudbyhulpm-
ple to make — what do you think?
Spoons. After the war they were in




