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Natives must encourage education

To the editor:

As part of the Alaska Federation of
Natives' goal of ‘‘Shared Visions,"’
we should Ind ought to encourage

each other — young, middle-aged and
old alike, mpec:a]ly the

— to continue to mm
education.

Whether it be Alaska Native cor-
poration law, business law bookkeep-
ing, accounting, politics, religion,
traditional ways, etc

Thumld ones
nmwﬂonkun rr
them mm“uad

mlhmahntludmatudnfmlnvc
set.

This would be a true step toward
self-determination and sovereignty.

Gordon Grover Riley
Minto

Sealaska shareholder complains

To the editor:

This letter is in regard to my discon-
tent on how the Board of Directors of
Sealaska Corp. have been '
my monies and land. Now they send
news on an agreement they made in

regards to the 7(i) litigation
Sealaska by other regional

co ions.
7(i) litigation written up in the
latest Sealaska Shareholder, Volume
13, No.1, Dmmﬁerl?ﬂﬁfl'm:y
1989, !l'iﬂl.l.ltlmlhlvc
lltch.tefWeofﬁﬂerltmdlhll
th:ﬁmdsfmth::pume
aside and included in lummul

%dﬂﬁm

e de to be any
reason for the of Directors to
permit this to ha before finally
qgrwhlgnﬂlﬂe further court

als on the amount of
S ,865,000.

This 'is another :x:t:lple of
mismanagement. When
prices were obviously below market
value, timber harv elgqﬂ:uﬂdh\m

suspended until sales would be

table. Acluminﬂ:Smlaﬁa

under discussion that they

for a profitable

mmhnmmm

way but minuscule dividends to
owners of the

corporation.
Jobs have zn created for
thousands of , but not




fullest extent possible. | would also en-
courage them to write to their elected
representatives, including the gover-

. to emphasize the importance of
Mﬂmmmm.

Sincerely,
Rep. Kay W

Juneau

To Rep. WHJL'E:

Your letter to Gov. Cowper con-
cerning Hepatitis A outbreaks in 13
Yukon Kuskokwim Delta villages
raises @ number of important public
policy issues that I would like to
discuss with you.

‘The first involves construction of
sanitation facilities in remote com-
munities. Several years ago, the
Vi Safe Water Program first

a priority list of needed
facilities using disease outbreaks as
one of the most i WTW

Priority lists in 1982, 1 |
were using data provided by
the 12 Native regional corpora-
tions. Unfortunately, capital funding
for the averaged less than a
million a year,

In recent fiscal years, a statewide
needs assessment served as our
starting point in recommending sanita-
tion projects for the governor’s
budget. Health is still used as an im-
portant criteria in evaluating possible
capital projects. However, village
sanitation needs far exceed the
available capital funding. Even when
funding is within reach, community
leaders sometimes opt for projects
other than water or sewer.

In order to receive funding, it 1s
clear that not only must sanitation pro-

jects be a number one priority for state

officials, but they must also be at the

top of the list for local leaders.

Thank you for expressing your sup-
port for the work of the Village Safe
Water Program. We will do our best
to continue helping to protect the
health of rural Alaskans. As you
know, there are far more problems
than we can address with our budget
resources; but we are committed to
working with villages to solve as many
existing problems as possible.

Equally important is prevention of

lems such as the Hepatitis A out-
that your letter highlighted. Of
course, safe water and sewer facilities
are only part of the solution. Personal
hygiene and household sanitation prac-
tices also are important. Construction
of sanitation facilities, proper opera-
tion of those facilities and good
hygiene practices are all needed n
dealing with these serious health
problems.

In summary, | share your concern
about the continuing lem of
Hepatitis A in the Yukon Kuskokwim
Delta. I will keep your comments in
mind when reviewing our needs
assessment and when advising the
governor about the Fiscal Year 1990

budget.
Sincerely,
Commuissioner Dennis D. Kelso
Department of Environmental

Conservation
Juneau



