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The Senate Select Committee on In-
dian Affairs gave positive and serious
reactions to the hearing on the Alaska
Federation of Natives report *‘A Call
to Action,’’ said a spokesperson for
AFN.

The hearing, held on March 3, in-
cluded testimony from Gov. Steve
Cowper, state senators and members
of the Alaska Native community.

Julie Kitka, executive vice president
for AFN, said she was pleased with
the expeditious manner in which the
Senate Select Committee dealt with the
report. The AFN report was released
in January.

The hearing lasted for four “‘in-
tense’’ hours, said Kitka. She said she
was delighted that so many people
were given achance to speak and that
their testimony was varied. Most
added to information addressed in the
report, she said, but some brought up
topics overlooked by the report.

Although the Select Committee
seemed to know that Alaska Natives
were having problems, Kitka said,
they were surprised by the projected
population growth. The report showed
that an increasing number of Alaska
Natives are coming into the **at-risk”’
age group.

Kitka said she believes that the
report received attention quickly
because the federal and state govern-
ments are both trying to balance
budgets, and the report offers alter-
natives to programs instead of simply
asking for more funding.

Below are excerpts from testimony
given to Sen. Damel Inouye, D-
Hawaii, chai of the Senate Select
Committée on Indian Affairs.

Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-
Alaska:

““The challenges presented to us are
extremely complex because of the joint
federal and state roles, plus the need
for local self determination. We must
find new and better ways to cope with
the pressures of rapid cultural change
— to recognize Alaska Natives as
ethnically distict groups of people
whose culture and traditions are
valuable to us all — and to live up to
our responsibilities for the health,
education and welfare of the Native
people.

““This will require the federal and
state governments to work closely with
the villages to develop strategies the
Native people can call their own. As
history has shown us, governmental
solutions imposed on village people do
not produce the best results in many
instances. "’

Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska:

“*‘Many here are concerned about
the funding of the CHAP (Communi-
ty Health Aide) program this year,
which is funded to $10.039 million in

Fiscal Year 1989, a $5 million in-

créase in the which the chair-
man helped on in appropriations.
Twenty-seven million dollars is need-

ed to adequately fund the program,

especially in the area of training. We
work very hard for our community
health aides; they are the frontline
‘Mash’ units for health care access in
rural Alaska.”

Jeanine Kennedy, executive direc-
tor for the Rural Alaska Dummm
ﬁﬂlnn Program:

"*Looking back on the recent iustcrry
of Alaska it appears that many of the
problems of today are related to the
attitude of the non-Native care givers
who have come to the state in great
numbers to ‘save’ or ‘help’ the Native
people. There are a few exceptions,
but the great majority of the outsiders,
the missionaries, the teachers and the
administrators and employees of the

many different agencies are
tho ly convinced of the superiori
ty of their own cultures and values.

““They believe that replacing the
Native culture and values with their
own is beneficial and therefore
justified. This belief, typical of most
dominant societies, persists and
prevails in Alaska today. We have a
great many well-meaning agencies, in-
stitutions and organizations who give
lip-service to ‘being Native' but, in
truth, they do not share the values of
the le they serve.’’

illie Kasayulie, chief of the
Yupiit Nation and chairman of the
Association of Village Council
Presidents:

“In all the problems identified by
the AFN report, the key ingredient of
the Alaska Hatwﬁnbal governments
is missing. Corporations, whether for
profit or non-profit, tend to be biased
because of the nature of where their
funding source comes from. The
history shows us that the corporations
come and go. The nature of the tribe
is inherent and therefore permanent.

“*Who is/would be more ive
to the desires of its members? The cor-
porations or tribal governments? |
think we all know the answer to the
questions I just mentioned."’

David S. Case, an attorney for
Tlingit and Haida:

“In Western Alaska and the iIn-
terior, there is little or no interest in
forming new municipal governments
in the villages. In fact, the fervent
desire of many in these villages is to
dissolve their existing municipal
governments and wuse tribal
institutions. :

in these villages perceive
that through tribal institutions, they
will have a direct relationship to the
federal government. More important,
they perceive that they can have more
effective control over the internal af-
fairs of their own communities.

*“The powers of tribal governments
may be ambiguous in some respects,
but at least they are not locked away
in the foreign of a state
statute and dq:e;;ifn on the state's at-
torney general for interpretation.”’

Edward Tm president of

“*Historically, my people have
always taken great pride in working
out their own problems, or at the very
least working with others to resolve
these problems. 1 am saddened for
many reasons by reports such as the
one we are discussing today. In many
ways the government bureaucracies
rﬂpumihll: for resolving the problems
are also responsible for ng
them, There are at least reasons
* im'l’::l!un:hu caught in bet

b “ m H
ween two cultures are unable to get the

Native groups air views on AFN report

help and support necessary to deal
with these problems.

*“2. The leaders in the typical Native
community have been forced into
spending most of his/her uctive
time defending the political existence
of his/her tribal government.

“3. Too many ious resources
allocated by Congress or the state
Legislature are eaten up by government
bureaucracies. "’

John Pingakuk, chairman of the
board for Chevak Company

“It is no accident that the AFN
report relies so heavily on specific
conditions in Calista villages to docu-
ment the suffering of Alaska Natives,
It is no coincidence either that most

complied to document exter-
nal health, social and economic con-
ditions in Alaska’s Native Villages use
specific examples of problems in
Calista villages to document their find-
ings. The Calista Region is the
;lém m;rwerci)r a iﬁfﬂ r%ﬁrm
g Alaska
% m“ of employment oppor-
tunities in the villages starts a tragic
chain of events. Boredom, anxiety, a
feelmg of hdphuncu lack of self-
for future pro-
spem mda.l or loss of
social status and position are all
characteristics of residents, especial-
iy among the young, resuiting from the
lack of employment."’

Gordon Pullar, president of
Kodiak Area Native Association:

““The debate over whether Native
American cultures should be main-
tained as valuable ethnic resources
within the larger national population
or assimilated into the American
mainstream has long been an issue in

mrummcml] policy.

‘“Historically, public education
systems have operated with assimila-
t;fm ﬂ::: their ultimate goal. The rul'uan

tn;mdly misguided policy
been the systematic erosion of all
Native American cultures. Little
wonder, then, that.our young e,
whn Inmﬂly do not know y
th:uuehru in a climate

ﬂm‘ﬂl‘m‘*ﬂ

“*‘Mr. Chairman, our
ﬂwyluummdm nnm-
munities; no local control, no self-
dmnninnion Decisions are made far

away at levels, in Juneau, or
here, in Washington, D.C. As efforts
continue 10 nur trihll
governments, our

wﬁ?‘"‘%w --

lacking idontity. alienated and
ﬂnahnﬂpmdmhhm

he is likely to exhibit much of
what AFN reports: depression,

unemployment, illness, self-
destructive behavior, abuse, even
smr:lde

"“The same is so for mﬂ;nhr: com-
munity, especially when the village is
confronted with trying to adapt to out-
side cultural influences and evolvi
changes in values. If tribal . self-
determination — local control — is not
protected, strengthened and restored,
[ fear that little will come out of other
initiatives that only seek to treat the
symptoms, not the causes."’

Janie Leask, president of AFN:
““AFN does not blame the federal
and state government for all of our
problems, Nor do we look to the

Fovmm to be solely responsible

ibilities are shared and
Native institutions, including village
governments, Native regional non-
profits and Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act corporations are willing
to accept our share. Our call to action
is not only to government, it is & sum-
mons to our people and organizations
as well.

‘““We have come to tell you what we
are striving to do, what we are asking
of the state of Alaska, and what we are
asking of the Congress."’

Gov, Steve Cowper:

““We shouldn’t forget that training
is an important aspect of abili-
ty. As new jobs are created in rural

Alaska, there, of course, is the need
furtrmnnd}ocalm'mhuh Bmdu




