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HelitackHeUtack Forest Fire-

Attack
Fire

Attack . System Pays OffOff-

In
Off-

InIn Controlling
.

Burns
,

By SUSAN TAYLORTAYLOR-

Staff
TATAYLOR-

Staff
YL RR-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

There's

Writer-

There'sThere'sTheresTMre'sTMres' probably only oneone-

pla
one-

placieplaceplaplaciee in the Interior where thethe-

wpr
the-

wordswordswpr s "wetwet" and dandy " are usedused-

to
used-

tototo describe the cloudy , rainyrainy-

weather
rainy-

weatherweather thatlliat has hoveredhoveredoveroverover-

th
over-

thetheth Interior much of the sumsum-sum-

mer
sum-

mer
¬-

mer .

ThatT at place is the emergencyemergency-

fire
emergency-

firefire fightingighting( center in fair{Fairbanks-
But

FairbanksFairbanks-

But
banksbanks-

'B'BB' ButButt the rainraiqraid, hash s not putput-

them
put-

themthem'' out of businessbusiness , by anyany-

means
nyny-

meansmeans .

As of the last of July , thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

Fairbanks-FairbanksFairbanks.Fairbanks-. district had-hadhadreported- reportedreported-
aa ; recordeC)1deC1dlecoxd() number of .pres-214.pres214.prespres214Fires-274Fires274.

fires-274fires274.pres214-
as

Fires274-
as

-
as compared vyithwith, 232232 in 19691969-

o'HoweverHoweverJowevero'° 'Iawever# , the number of a-aa-

cres
a-

creS

a-

cres

-

cres burned showed a large dede-dede-

crease
de-

crease
¬-

crease over last year . Jnstead-
of

.Jnstead.InsteadInstead.Instead-

ofof the approximately four milmil-mil-

lion
mil-

lion

¬-

lion acres burned inn 1969 , fires-

had
firesfires-

hhadh d .takentaken.taksntaksn. only about 113,000113000113,000-

acres
113,000-

acres
,

acres by the last of July . .

The reason ? According toto-

William
to-

WilliamWilliam Robertson ,, FairbanksFairbanks-

Fir
Fairbanks-

FireFireFir Control Officer in chargehargecharge-

of
harge-

ofof Support Operations , fires areare-

being
are-

beingbeing detected fasterfasterandand reachedreached-

earlier
reached-

earlier
.

earlier .

For early detection , thethe BLMBLM-

is

LMLM-

isis using jet aircraftaircraf to plot thethe-

centers
the-

centerscenters of electricalelectricl storms , aa-

major
a-

majormajor cause ofor firesfues ; an infraredinfrared-

heat
infrared-

heatheat detector ; .ahdahdand,.
ahd

. several looklook-look-

out
look-

out
¬--

out points .

To reach thefiresthe 'firesfires-fires'- earlier ,
the agency has improvedimproyed andand-

expanded
and-

expandedexpanded its ,use of helitackheUtackheUtack-

cr
helitack-

crewscrewscr ws , Robertson said .
These ', crewscrews* arear , .coco.

comprised-
of

comprisedprisedprised-

ofofofmenmen hired, from 'thethe' villagesvillages-

who
villages-

whowho are flownflown toto the scenessceneene of aa-

rire
a-

firefirerirefire in a helicopterhelicopter arrivingarrivingrriVing "' inin-

minute

in-

minutesminutesminute:! afteraftet ,' a
* firetsfire"isfireisfir, *"" 'isis' '. detectedi1detectedtetted .

*""' '-- -'Ouri-phohJSophy'OuriOuriphohJSophy'Our-pJillosophy'OurOurpJillosophy"Our-plulosophy"Ourplulosophy Snin fightingfigh1ingfighting-

firesfires this yearyear/.Ro1eitsOnsaidyear.Ro1eitsOnsaidyear.Ro1eitsOnsaidRo1eitsOnsaidyearRobeitson1yearRobeitson1said,/"""., Robertson1:) :, said ,.
"hashas"hashas" beenbbeen'tobeentoen 'to'to' hitthem,; , hardhardandandand-
fast

and-

fastfastfast while they1they"1they'aretheyare"*"'' arer (' small andand-

to
and-

toto keep them smallsmall.".""
A specialspespecialappropfiationa\a\appropri.,>, appropriation-appropriationappropriationofppropri tion -,+ ofof-

$500.00Q$00,00000000$500.00Q500.00Q50000Q$ $ ,. waswas received.h-
e

receivedh-
e

received.b-
e

receivedb-
e

received ,
. he conrcon-concon-

tinued
on-onon-

tinued
--

tinued , to expand theththe firgfireffi
" fightfight-fight-

ing
t¬-:

ing program and to putput, bothboth-

village

both-

villagevillage firefighting crews and helhel-hel-

icopters
hel-

icopters

¬-

icopters on the jobjobandand readyready-

to
ready-

toto goSo before the fire seasonseason-

statted
season-

startedstartedstatted , rather than waiting untiluntil-

it
until-

itit started ..

Inin all , 569 men from 1616-

viUages

16-

villagesvillagesviUages were .trainedtrained.. , for thethe-

helitack
the-

helitackhelitackhelitackoperationoperation ,. MostM st werewere-

patives

were-

nativespativesnatives , but, asas"RobertsonasRobertsonasRobertson. ,

."Robertson exex-cxex-

lained
cx-

plained

¬-

plained)?lained , ,couldhavecoul4Jlavecould ,have . beeneen nativenative-

or
native-

oror white ,. ,311311.allall,.
all dependingd pending ,6n6non,

,n whowho-

was
who-

waswas availableva Iable"inIableinin"
in the villagesyilJages

'
.

The villageslagsYlag s werewerewer : NprthwayNorthwayNoithway,

VeneteveneieVenetie); , SetaWSetaWckSel'awickSelawickSelawick
'

ck ',, .AIAI
., Allakaket.AIakAllakaketakket ,

AnakruvukAnaktuvuk ,Pass , ChalkysikChaltcysik , Kal-KalKal-

tag
Kal-

tag
Kal-

tag
-

tag , aridand Gamble .

Why did the ,:' BLM gd"togdtoggc1f" to thethe-

villages

the-

villagesvillages for its crews and howhhow-

Contlnued'on

w
, ( ContinuedCo\t1nued'onCot1nued'ont1nuedonContlnued'onContlnuedon,:\ 'on Page 6 .)



BLM Helitack System . .
( Continued from page 1)1)

did it decide which villages toto-

use
to-

useuse ?

According to Robertson , thethe-

HIM
the-

BLMBLMHIM invests a lot of money inin-

training
in-

trainingtraining the crews and bby
,
y hiringhiring-

villagers_ villagers is able to keep a lotlot-

of
lot-

ofof the experience in the State .

Many can be depended uponupon-

to
upon-

toto return to firefightingfirefighting yearyear-
after

year-
afterafter year .

For some , the seasonals asonal workwork-

provides
work-

providesprovides their only source ofof-

employment
of-

employmentemployment and is a vital supsup-sup-
plement

sup-

plement
-¬-

plement to subsistence huntinghunting-

and
hunting-

andand fishing . The regular villagevillage-

crew
village-

crewcrew member is paid $4,65465$4.654.65$ ,. perper-
hour

per-
hourhour , plus room and board , whilewhile-

on
while-

onactiveon-on-onactiveon-activeonactive- active dutydu ty .

Also , the village crews, RobRob-Rob-
ertson

Rob-

ertson
-¬-

continued enthusiasenthusias-enthusias-enthusiasenthusias-
tic

enthusias-

tic
ertson ,. are -¬-

tic andandworkwork well as a teamteamteam-
In

..

In deciding which to choose ,

the village must be able to furfur-furfur-

rush
fur-

nish
¬-

nishrush a 25 man unit , must havehave-

easy
have-

easyeasy access by road or aircraftaircraft-

and
aircraft-

andand'"' the village members mustmust-

not
must-

notnot have qtherotherther employmentmpoyment! forfor-

ffgbting
for-

y

for-

fightinglightingffgbtingfighting fires that would makemake-

not
y

not have othero er employmenteUlployment thatthat-

would
that-

wouldwould makemake them unavailableunavailable-

furfighting
unavailable-

fhrfightingfiarfightingfur-fightingfurfightingfhrfighting- fires .

After a villageviIIage has agreedagr ed toto-

furnish
to-

furnish
.'furnish a Crew-CrewCrewusually- usually 25 men ,

then one of the 10 crew bosses '-

isiii; assigned to the crew as aa-l a-

liaisonliaisonajsonl between thetJtethe:. BLM andand-

the
and-

thethe firefighters .

He does not act as the crew'screwscrew's-

supervisor
crew's-

supervisor

'
supervisor , who is chosen fromfrom-

and
from-

andand by the crew members .

RatherRath the;,, he goes to the village ,
brings the crcewcrew(ew members to Fairfair-fairitairfair-
banks

itair-airair-

banks
¬-

banks for a three-daythreeday- trainingtraintraining-

session
11g11g-

sessionsession and stays withwithI I> themthem-

during
them-

duringduring the training and :;
. whilewhile-

they
while-

theythey are on active duty assistingassisting-

them
assisting-

themthem in any way possible .

These liaison1liaison ' bosses , Rfcbert-RfcbertRobert-RobertRfcbert-

son
RRobert-

son
bert-bertbert-

son
- '

son,. said havehave-havebeen- been hired to fillfill-

a. a communicationcomm nication gap thatthat'exist-that'existthatexistthat'exist-
ed

'existexist'exist-'exist-
ed

' -¬-
ed between the firefighting crewscrewscrews-

and
crews-

andand the BLM .

They'They"'' are our telephonetelephokte toto-

finding
to-

findingfinding out prpblemsprpbJemsproblems . " :;'TheyThey
'

They-

tt may ., or may nothot be nativenative but w'

.BD1regulationsarear .,
I

we'llwell'll informed onn .BD1reg-.BD1reg.BUfregBLM reg-:.,ulatiillationsulations+ons and area'reare' experiencedexperience-
dfiief

experienced-
firefightersfirefightersfiiefghters..

"

'

tTheThe ,._ training courseourse of 64-6464-

houTs'jfcoyers

64 -

houTs'jfcoyershouTsjfcoyershhaursUTs\UTsUTsovers'\, pavesovers.. fire lineUne construc-construcconstruc-
do

constru-
ct

construc-

t
-- '

;\ dott!A">nf, ;: firtpfuelfit ' organizationorganizatiop ,
."

safetysasafetyety ,. ,

yai1andjand j', !thee !:

}

"-

usejand
u-

sejand'-

use
u- se"'

.jj..jU1di U1dand operationoperatiohloperationIoperation,
'\! ,i ofof-

ladiVf
<!f ,

*p

I/ladiVfladiVft/power-16w-S4power16wS4power16wS4hand-m.radio
, ;

,

\

,equipmentqUlpme.nqUlpmen. ;, ,. powerp w.ewe
.

'raws$ws-
lt*;

?'' " °(
.'"'pumps1pumps1JpUmpsi' ;!; hand '""' tools , 'firefire'fifefifeMireM' ire ejctin-iejctiniea tin-tinctin-ctinctin-

guishers
.
tin-

j
- '

j. guishers and vehicles .

., ,\

'
:':?MieAfter: 'tra1niniLeacJ1tra1niniLeacJ1'training , eacheach'crew're'-

crew're-
'-

crew're
c-rewre'-

crew'ret
>'crew'recrewre' - 1thkd.v'

,{,
,;( tt,mainsmainsin'4ji1ainsm

,

/in'4in'4in4/
,

:;
>

iin
':. FairbanksFaFairbanks'rr' n

,

:
'

t)iononona:a!
' '- stand-'- stands- tand'- stand.Y
:
'
,
tahd-tahdtahd-

.ft

i
ihkd' hkd-hkd

-- : .

.vv..YY. .ftft.' 1Jtiy: bybiy ' basisbasisasi lofor .twotwo.t'r.trtrtwo
. ' .,or threeihree:

!r /.) weeksw'eksweksYFe s"
,"

j;
- $;ytbefo're'rettirningytbeforerettirningJ

,
beforeagentwhere,?'e 'returningreturning'"'

t
U1g:' toq < i triethe:tietievi]*

.-

village
v-

illage
.
vi lIagaagent

,

rtr.tifrtrtif;. .
"here.tIhere.tIheretIwhere" . It\ItItwaitsititawaits\ ,awaitswaits ,JOto , be,

be ca led . ,
;,.,}: .;, iT"

, rWh,.
, 'Whilertin"FuittianksWhilertinFuittianks,' ie

. ', irtFili
.

"
. "b'a'nksbanks"b'a'nksIJn"'. .

'
.

>
'

IJnmoscatled.rcatledrs rof, f :;:.
, . . ,

" a ' .rr1 ' . ' '\11\ 'l.Jl.JlJ'l.JJ'" J \ 1 r' " ' " : > H '1 " "'. ,w" *t ' "meme" die crew'I11tmtierscrewI11tmtiersBrew.,. ,
members'., ,

.JJjiveIve 1inHhwhatwhatrsWh a IS.IISIrs
"." 'ii' : ' " 10

.. .", ' .II." ' ' ' '\ ". ". ', , ' "" ; J ' o "" , ,. ' ' '' .J\.J.J1\')
.
, 1" < " .rr ':>

'toto''

i" J, 1. > ; , " ;:" .'"t.r"It.rItrI!); ,!" . ' ., ,' , '\:' If': . '
' ' 4\4\( ) , ,

t444 ' <t" ' .JJ.
,f. I' 'rr.' !;.11..1kh\khkh\!$ :. j

. , : ,:! 1{

known as Tent City at the BLMBLM-

fire
BLM-

firefightingfirefightingfirefighting center off AirportAirport-

Way

Airport-

Way 'Way .

The tents were set up , RobRob-Rob-
ertson

Rob-

ertson
-¬-

ertson said , duedu to a lack ofof-

space
of-

spacespace in the center'scenters' presentpresent-

housing
present-

housinghousing .

HelicoptersHelicopte'rs'
and equipmentequipment-

areare on the grounds so if an emeremer-emer-

gency
emer-

gency
¬-

.
gency arises , the call can bebe-

answered
be-

answered
be-

answered-answeredanswered- immediately . ,

The number of crews calledcalled-

into
called-

intointo Fairbanks for training andand-

then
and-

thenthen held on a stand-bystandby- basisbasbasis-

depends
ss-

dependsdepends on the wet and dry concon-con-

ditions
con-

ditions
¬-

ditions in the Fairbanks district..

This territory covers 212 milmil-mil-

lion
mil-

lion
¬-

lion acres of which about 8585-

million
85-

millionmillion are consideredconsidered burnable .

As the burning conditionsconditions-
worsen

conditions-
worsenworsen , more crews are calledcalled-
in

called-
inin .

In deciding which crew toto-

caU
to-

callcallcaU , the BLM activates the oneone-
or

one-
ororor Onesnes it can get to the scenescene-

the
scene-

thethe fastestfastest,, Robertson saidsaia . ItIt-

might
It-

mightmight be a crew on standby inin-

Fairbanks, Fairbanks or one near .thethe.. fire .

IfItItallallaU of theththe-thethecrews,- crews-crewscrewswererew -', werewe.re. putput-
on

put-
ononon the job and .stillstill.still more menmenmen-

were
men-

erewerewere*ere .neededneeded.
':,,

.' thethe BLM wouldwouldwould-

th.ep
woul-

dthen'gotothethenth.epthepth.epfth.epgoJbthen'gotothethengotothe. f'

gojo'thegojothegoJb., ,'.thethe. State$ tate-tatetateManpower-.' ManpowerM81lP9WManpow"eiManpoweiManpow"e-

iCenter

"

. CenterCentet . This-ThisisThissummerTlThis -' summerSummerSuminer ;
.
he adde1addaddedd, ;

applicants from the centercenter havehave-

not
,_

not been used for firefighting .

butbqtonlyforhave been employed only
for supportspport work such as JaJf-
torial

janiJaJf-JaJfjani-jani-

torial
! ¬-

torial services . In the paspas { ,

the Manpower Center was useduselusel-
extensively

used-
extensively

(
extensively .

'
4,4-

In
<

In addition to the helitackhelitack-
crews

helitack-
crewssmokerjumperscrews , the BLMBWBLMBWusesuses smoke8J1oksmoker! ?

jumpers and.and. is beginning tototouto-

repellers
useusqusq-

repellers
u

repellers who will fill the gapgaga-

betweenbetween the jumpersjurttpers and theth ,

,

<,'

helitack
.

crews . <.

Next year'syears' plans call for all !;,

helitack crews to be trained as
'

repellrepellersrs for use in those placesplaces-

wh

places-

wherewherewh re even a helicopter cannot '

land .


