Natwnal Pnontws Ma]or qukshop— '

; The Second National Indian -

Education Conference met " in
Minneapolis on August 26, 27,
and 28, to assess programs -in
Indian Education and to explore
directions on' a national scope.

A major workshop was Na-
tional Priorities. The objective
was to delineate a composite of
Indian. issues. that are crucial to
Indian people and the entire na-
“tion.

The U.S. Senate Special Sub-

Committee on Indian Education -
“We have concluded that.
our national policies for educa-

said,

ting American Indians are a fail-
ure of major proportions.”

It was stressed further that.

Congress, the U.S. Office of Ed-
- ucation, and the Bureau of In-

dian Affairs implement ‘these =

findings and those priorities as
stated in the President’s July
8th message to Congress.

H:stoncal]y,the lndnan people
have not been involved at 'Fed-
eral, State or local levels in leg-

" islation “and ~administrative de- -

cisions affecting their lives. The
Federal Government now' sup-
ports'a ‘policy of Indian self-de-
termination.

The following among ‘major
priorities were listed by the
workshop:

1. Scho]arshlps for Indian stu-
dents must be increased signif-

"icantly, on-all levels; an equal -

emphasis; should be’ placed “on
academic and vocational ‘educa-
tion.  The appropriation for col-

“lege scholarships should. equal,

if .not surpass thecurrent $38

million’ appropriation ‘for voca-

tional training.

2. Indians must have a:more:

articulate voice in the education
of Indian people on the local,
state, and federa] levels. . The

'newly formed Natlonal lndran

Education Association can be a
powerful lobbying. agent to de-
velop. strategy - for Indian- con-'
ceived plans and programs.

Further, the Office of Educa-
tion ‘and other federal agencies
concerned with the education of
Indian people should establish-a
permanent committee composed
of ‘members 'of ‘this association
to analyze and dévelop new pol-
icies and programs in; lndlan ed-
ucation.

It is 'imperative that Indran
people ‘be-.on. school boards in
direct proportion to the number
of ' students’ enrolled..in those
schools {

"3, The creation of a special
developmental fund’ of $4 mil-

monies . in: Indian”education for,

the ‘purpose’ of creating new ed-

-ucational systems, new methods,

people. :

'Federal monies_should' empha- -

" in administration and specialized

staff -training "of operatedand
by Indian groups, organizations,

and tribal governments. e

-4.. Educational institutions
should be: assessed and restruc-
tured. to-make education more
meaningful “to Indian people.
This must be xm;‘)lemented by
Native American ‘communities.’
Indians must have: a.major role
in this assessment and restructur-
ing.

‘5. Indian studies, programs,

and all' research’ relating to In-,
.- dians' should be under the sur-

veillance ‘and control of Indian
"The “criteria for ‘granting.

size’ local Indian need. and con-
trol, as.it affects the education
of Indian children.

All contracts for Federal mon-
ies concerning Indian education
programs in: urban -and non-
reservation areas, should be with
urban Indian organizations, cen-
ters, and other local Indian or-'

gamzatlons and on reservatrons,
with: lndlan groups, 'Indian- or+
Eunmtrons, and’ tnbal govern-
ments.

7. The federal government
should sét aside adequate ‘con-

struction facility monies so that -

Indian communities may devel-
op local school facilities:

We 'suggest a careful appraisal "

of these priorities and a person-
al committment to therr imple-
mentation.,

Ofﬁcers of the Natlonal In-
dian' Education ASsociation are:

‘i~ President: Will- Antell, Chrp-

pewa, Minnesota.

First Vice-President: Dillon
Platero, Navajo, Arizona.

Second ‘'Vice-President: John
Winchester,’ Potawatoml, Michi-
gan.

; Secretary, Sparlm Norwood
Cherokee, Oklahoma.
- Treasurer: Wllliam Demmert,
Jr.,TIirngit, Alaska. "«



