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Budget revisions are forcingforcing-
severe

forcing-
severesevere cutbacks in DepartmentDepartment-

ofof Fish and Game programs forfor-

the

for-

thethe coming fiscal year , accordaccord-accord-
ing

¬.-

ing to Commissioner Ronald 0O .

Skoog .

As a result of the revisions ,

most temporary employmentemployment-
willwill be droppeddroppedandand 10 full-fullfull-

time

full-

tItne

-.

timetItne positions will be leftleft-

vacant
left-

vacantvacant inm the Game Division .

Also , research efforts will bebe-

reduced

be-

reducedreduced , includingmcludmg efforts atat-

wolf
at-

wolfwolfwolfcontrolcontrol , and there will be a

50 per cent reduction in thethe-

Survey
the-

SurveySurvey and Inventory and DiDi-Dii-i¬-

sease and Parasite programsprograms .

A herd census project on thethe-

Western
the-

WesternWestern Arctic caribou herd willwill-

be
will-

bebe delayed for a year and therethere-

will

there-

willwill be a reduction of fieldfield-

monitoring
field-

monitoringmonitoring and enforcement actact-actact-

ivities
act-

ivities

¬-

ivities .

The area offices in BethelBethel-

and
Bethel-

andand Wrangell will be closedclosed-

and

closed-

andand the staffstaffatat King SalmonSalmon-
will

Salmon-
willwill be cut in half..

'.

Skoog pointed out that inin-

strictly

in-

strictlystrictly dollar amounts , the comcom-com-

109

com-

ing

¬-

ing109 year'syears' budget for the GameGame-

division
Game-

divisiondivision is only 13 per centcent-

below

cent-

belowbelow the FiscalF isca ) Year 1979

"
- y , ._ . " i" "

budget .
'""HoweHowe"HoweverHowever"'HoweverHowever' er, when inflainfla-infla-

tion
infla-

tion
¬-

tion , increases ., In fixed costsCOtcosts-

and
$ $

and other factors are calculatedcalculated ,

the result is a drop ini availableavailable-
operating

available-
operatingoperating funds of 44 per cent.. "

"WeWe" have been forced toto-

make

to-

makemake major revisions in ourour-

planned

our-

plannedplanned activities ," Skoog said .

"LongLong" range research andandmanmanman-man-

agement

man-

agement

¬-

agement programs , informationinformation-information-
al

¬-

alalandand other services to the gengen-gen-

eral

¬.-

eral public , training programs ,

cooperative programs with otherother-

agencies

other-

agenciesagencies , planning , and otherother-

functions

other-

functionsfunctions are being curtailedcurtailed-

oror decreased , just to make itit-

possible

it-

possiblepossible for us to attend to thethe-

urgent

the-

urgenturgent day-to-daydayto- -- needs of thethe-

resources

the-

resourcesresources . "
"ItIt" is particularly distressing "

Skoog noted , "becausebecause" we areare-

losing

are-

losinglosing much of our ability toto-

respond

to-

respondrespond quickly to unexpectedunexpected-

resource

unexpected-

resourceresource changes and otherother-

emergency

other-

emergencyemergency situations . This limlimolim-limlimo-

its

lim-

its

¬-

its our effectiveness as managers ,

and could easily have .aa., a veryvery-

detrimental

very-

detrimentaldetrimental effect on the resourresour- ¬-

.

ces wew; dealdealdealwith'
withwith

,

, andaandupondduponuponupon-

which

upon-

whichwhich many Alaskans ; dependdepedepend-

for

d

Qr.Jh.eirQrJh.eirQrJheir.for theirtherr livelihood . In the end ,

it will be the people of 'Ali18kaAli18ka'Ali18ka-

who

'AlaskaAlaska-

whowho will suffer if this situationsituation-
continues

situationsituation-

continuescontinues
.
to exist in futurefuture-

years
future-

yearsyears . "
In the Commercial FisheriesFisheries-

Division
Fisheries-

DivisionDivision , budget revisions will

forcefor 'majormajor'
majorn ajor reductionsreducti n$ in travel ,

coordinatio1tcoordination! , planningpl nn
,

g atvdandantrain.(train-traintrain-
ing

-.

ing ; publicpu lio information programsp'rogrprogrprograms-
and ' msms-

andandandr., .responsivenessresponsivenessrgsponsivpnessr sponsiv ness tqtot I* requestsrequests-
for

request-
sfordataforJdatafor-datafordatafor Jdata- data ; <, and participation inin-

Board
in-

BoardBoard and Advisory CommitteeCommittee-
meetings

Committee-
meetingsmeetings . .InIn. In addition , therethere-

will
there-

willwill bebbb a loss of flexibility inin-

dealing
in-

dealingdealingdealingwithwith in-seasoninseason-- problems .,


