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"Atka"AtkaAtka"AtbAtb"Atbwas" was one sparkspJrkspJrkufsparkofotufof lifeIlle in11111-

1the

in-

thethe Aleut nationIlJtlOn ,, " philosophi/esphilosophiesph1l0sophl/esph1l0sophlphilosophizesphilosophizes-
Michael

/
MichaellJchael Krauss , director ofuf thethe-

Alas"a
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAlas"aAlasa" NativeNdtlve Language ProPro-Pro-

gram
Pro-

gram

¬-

gram "ItIt" was the only placepl.lcepllce. leftleft-

m
left-

ininm the world where childrenchIldren-
spo"e

children-
spokespokespo"espoe" Aleut ".

But they didn'tdidnt' speakspeJkspeJkItspeakitit veryvery-

well
very-

wellwell TheirThw number was smallsmall-

And
small-

AridAndArid many linguistshngulsts predictedpredicted-
thJt

predicted-
thatthatthJt Aleut , beautiful thoughthoughItitIt-

WJS

it-

waswasWJS , would soonsuon be aJ deaddeJd lanIJn-IJnlan-lan¬-

guagegUJge
guageWhengUJgeWhen

When the RussiansRusslam subjugatedsubugJtedsubugJted-
the

subjugated-
the

]

the AleutsAleu b inIII the mid-midmid1700smld-1700smld1700smid-1700smid- 1700s ,, theythey-

forced
they-

forcedforced their own languageIJnguage onun thethe-

nJtlves

the-

nativesnativesnJtlves Churchmen did devise aJa.a-

written
.

written Aleut language but thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage of the churchchurchandandandofotofof-

government

of-

governmentgovernment was RussianRUsslJnRussian-

On

RUsslJn-

On

Russian-

OnOn purchase ofuf Alaska by thethe-

Umted
the-

UnitedUnitedUmted StatesStJtes , the use of bothboth-

Aleut
both-

AleutAleut and Russian was outlawed .

EducationEducdtlon became compulsorycompulsory-
butbut thatthJt educationeducJtlOn was inm Eng-Eng-

hshlish
hshMJnylishMany

ManyMJnyMJnyofManyofolof the older AtkansAAtkans-
can

tk.ll\tk.lltk.ll-
Cdn

.!\
canCdn recallrecdll beingbemg beatenbeJten by theirtheir-

leachers
their-

teachersteachersleachers for speakingspeakmg Aleut and ,

as recently as 1971 , grammargramn1Jrgramn1Jr-

school
grammar-

schoolschool students were chided forfor-
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for-

Continued

for-
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speaking their native tongue minm-

the

in-

thethe classroom .

Yet Atkans have always lovedloved-

then
loved-

theirtheirthen soft , musical language andand-

qUIetly

and-

quietlyquietly ,, behind the backs ofof-

white

of-

whitewhite administratorsadmmistrators , they prepre-pre-

served

¬.-

served it , as best they could , m111in11-

1the

in-

thethe privacyprivacyofof theirthClf homes .

Luckily , inm 1952 , a NorweNorwe-Norwe-

gian

Norwe-

gian

¬-

gian linguist named Dr.. KnutKnut-

Bergsland
Knut-

BergslandBergsland jourmedjournledjournied to AtkaA tka andand-

made

and-

mademade recordings of the older vilvIl-vIlvIl-

lagers

vil-

lagers

¬-

lagers tellingtelhng Atka'sAtkas' history inI-
nAleut

in-

AleutAleut.. The oldstersoldster have sincesmcesmce-

died
since-

dieddied , and the Aleut ot01of thistIllS gengen-gen-

eratIOn
gen-

eration

¬-

eration is not as polishedpolIshedasas ofof-

old

of-

oldold , but the tape recordingsrecordmgs rere-rere-

mam

re-

main

¬-

mainmam as a guideguide-

The

guide-

The

guide-

TheThe turningturnmg pointpomt for Atka-AtkaAtka-

and
AAtka-

and
tka-tkatka-

and
-

and Aleut-cameAleutcameAleu ttcame-camecame- inIII June of 19721972-

when

1972-

whenwhen the Alaska legislatureleglslJture passpass-pass-

ed
pass-

ed
¬-

ed a law that if 1515oror more chilchil-chil-

dren

¬.-

dren in a village spoke a languagelanguage-

other
language-

otherother than English , the villagevillage-

would
village-

wouldwould have a bilingualbllmgual programprogram-
InIn October of 1972 , Bill13111 VauVau-Vau-

dnn
Vau-

drin

-

dnndrin of State-OperatedStateOperated-- Schools ,

made the arduous tug trip toto-

A

to-

AtkaAtkaA tka to ask if the villagersvlIIJgers want ¬.,

ededsuchsuch a program .

" '""'The answer waswa "Aang1Aang1"AangAang
That'sThats' "yesyes" " in Atkan Aleut andand-

It

and-

itit was an enthusiasticenthusiJstl YES .

Two villagers , NadestaGolleyNJdestaNadesta GalleyGolleyGalley-
Atka

Golley-

Atka( Atka housewife andandunoffiCialunofficialunoffiCia-
lpostmistress

unofficial-
postmistresspostmistress ) and Moses DirksDirks-

a( a 20-year-old20yearold20yearoldreindeer- - reindeer hunter

who had graduated with honorshonors-
from

honors-
fromfrom Adak High School ) werewere-

selected
were-

selectedselected for training as bilingualbilingual-
teachers

bilingual-
teachersteachers .

Both spent time at the lanlan-lan-

guage

] an-anan-

guage
¬-

guage center at the UniversityUl11versity ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska in Fairbanks and DirksDirks-

Jourl11ed

Dirks-

journiedjourmedJourl11edjournied to Norway to studystudy-
with

study-
withwith Bergsland .

Then , this summer , BergslandBcrgslandBcrgsland-
returned

Bergsland-
returnedreturned to Atka to help comcom-com-

plete
com-

plete

¬-

plete the programprogram-
"They

program-
"They

program-
"They"TheyThey" turnedturnedoutout 18 books

- 486 pages , camera-readycamerareadycamer .I-ready.Iready.IIready.- , in111

40 daysdJYs , " DrDr.. Krauss marvelsmarvels-

"It's
marvels-

"It's"It'sIts" ' a phenomenalphenomenalachievementachievementcllIevementachievement-
Nothing

.!cllIevement-
NothmgNothingNothmg mIn any otherqtherother bilingualbllmgualbllmgual-
program

bilingual-
programprogram will probably everever-

match
ever-

matchmatchmatchItitIt..

"TheyThey"Theywere" were deeply inspiredInspired-

and
inspired-

andandandslavednvenandslavedrivenslave-drivenslavedrivenslave-dnvendnven and also- supurb-supurbsupurb-
ly

supurb-
Iy

supurb-
ly

-

lyIy prepared . "
So , also , are the schoolschoolchilchildill-dillchil-dill-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

dren of Atka . Their basic knowlknowl-knowl-
edge

knowl-
edge

¬-

edge of theirthen native language wasWas-

sound
was-

soundsoundsoundandand , under the guidanceguidance-
ofof Mrs . GolleyGulley and Moses Dirks ,
they'retheyrethcy'rethcyre' really becomingbecommg polishedpohpolished-
speakers

hedhed-

spespeakersspe ake rs .

And they'retheyre' learninglearnillg to writewrite-

Aleut
write-

AleutAleut ." . something their parpar-par-

ents
par-

ents
¬-

ents nevernevcr hadhadaa chance to do .

An adult Aleut writingwnting class isI-
Salso

is-

alsoalso in the planning stages andandItitIt-

would
it-

wouldwouldwouldappearappear that Aleut will bebe-bebe-

come

be-

come

¬-

come a vital language of thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture .


