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ALEUT VILLAGE OF ATKA LOOKSLOOKS FORWARD
By LAFL MORGANMORGAN-

List
MORGAN-

LastLastList yearyeJr aJ largeIJrge cloudcloudshJdcloudshadshadshJd-shJdshad-shJd-

owed
shad-

owed
¬-

owed the futurefutuTe otDIof AtkaAtkJ , thethe-

we
the-

westernmostwestern-mostwesternmostwe tern-mostternmost-- native settlementsettlement-
inin111 AlaskaAIJs"aAIJsa" It hadhadnono regularlyregulJrlyregularly-

scheduledscheduledcheduled transportationIr"nIrn" portatlOn ,,_
no

communicationscommuI1lcatwns system , nonu viVI-VIV-

IJble

vi-

able
-¬-

ableJble economy , andJn manymanyofol01of itsIt

84g4 residentsreldenh, were consideringconsldermgconsldermg-
nlocJtlon

considering-
relocationrelocationnlocJtlon:
relocationTodaynlocJtlonToday

Today the isolatedIsIJtedIsIJtedcommuIsolatedcommu,) commucommu-commu-
nit

commu-
nity

¬-

nitynit )' stillstili hasha\haha110\ no110 regularlyregulJrly schedsched-¬-

uledtiled transportation , no commu-commucomntu-comntucommu-
mumcations

commu-
mUlllcatlOns

comntu-
mumcations

-

mumcationsmUlllcatlOns andJnd noI1U economiceconomic-
b

economic-
basebaseb ., e , butbUI the hituretuturefuture looksloo"slooslooksviablelooksviable-
indeed

" viablevU\blevUblevUble-

II1deed
\

indeedII1deed The populationpOpUI.ltlOlIpOpUIltlOlI. nownoW-

tJllds
now-

standsstands\tJlldstJllds\ atJt 9494lth( with\\lthlth\\ three newne\\nene-

b.lble
new-

babies
\

babiesb.lble\b.lbleb.lbleIore. \ ) MoreIore people are.lfelfe. expectt\pect-tpectespect-espect' \ ¬-

edcd to taketa"etae" uptip residence beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe newne\\nene'eJr\ year'eJreJr)' andJnd AtkaA t.1t1" . isI defdef-def-

lItely
def-

initely
¬-

initelylI\\telylItely\ going to stayslayslayontJ on thethc mapnlJpnlJp-
The

map-

TheThe reasonsreJSOTlS for theIhe Atkans"I"JUSIJUS" " '

optimismOplll11l\111Oplll11l111\ are.lfelfe..lfeubtitsubtle\ubtitubtit\ ' Oh , thethe-

Land
the-

LandLand ClaimsCIJlm Settlement will

net the villagevlll.lgevllllge. about.IboutIbout. $100,000100000S$ 100,000100000100,000-

in

,

in111 the nearne.1fne1f. future hutbut that'sthatsthJt'sthJts'' notnutnut-

enDugh
not-

enoughenoughenDugh toIII start., tlTt, the fishingfl\hmgflhmgfitilung\ operDper-Dperoper-Dper-

llon
oper-

ation

¬-

ation\llonllon, \ they hope to establishe\t.ibh\het.ibhhet.ibhtibhh\ . \ orDrDr-

even
or-

eveneven bringbrlllg thetht' villagevllI.lgevllIlge. much need-needIleed-Ileedneed-

Continued

Ileed-

Contnued

need-

Continued

-

( ContinuedContnued, on PjgePage G6)6)



Aleutian Village . . .
( Continued from page 1)1)

edcd
electricityWhatelectncltyWhJtelectricity'hat
electricityelectnclty
WhatWhJt\\'hat'hathat\\ ' AtkaAtkJ hash.lhl. going lorfor itIIa isaIisa-

newlyawakened
aa-

newlYJwJkenednewly-awakenednewlyawakenednewlY-JwJkenedJwJkenednewlyawakenedsense- senseemeeme11ot\1111of\ pridepmlepmle-

Jnd
pride-

andandJndJndIdl'ntltyandidentityidentityIdl'ntltyIdlntlty' And with\% Ithfili it is1\1\1.1a.11..-
1growlIIg

a-

growing, growinggrowlIIg awareness.lwJrenclwJrenc. s ofofandand par-parpJr-pJrpar-

nuist

pJr-

tlclpJtlon
par-

ticipatmni

-

tlclpJtlonticipatmni In thlthe' pohtlcpolitics .11a. vllI.lgCvllIlgCvillagevllI.lgC-

I1Ilht

village-

must
.

nuistI1Ilhtmust playpl\plplIn.\ } infitInHillorder\HillHill\ '! totn surviveUfIVCsursrvesurvive-

Until
sursrve-

Until
Uf\Uf\ IVCIV-

CUntilUntilUntil1.ltlast1.l\t1.lt1.l1ltlastear.\ \earearh.1fh1fNear\ ' . thethcthcPl.Ispeaking\Pl.IPl.Ispeaking-
of

\ ' . lIlglIlg1-

1ot\1111of\ 11kutAleut\kutkut,\ wasW.IWI. notnnt allowed.llIlmedllIlmedalloyed.llIlmedInalloyedfit. infit theIhllifelife-

Atka
'

AtkaAtkJ schoolchool, IIIlrIororlr( generationsgencr.ltHHI\gencr.ltHHIgenier.ituonsgenierituonsgencr.ltHHIthl. \ thethlthe-

Atkins
'

AtkansAtk.lIIAtklIIAtkins. haveh.lvehlve. quietlyqllll.tlqlllltl. passedp.I\'l'dp.Ildp.IpI'l'dld. \ ' ' theirth"1fth1fth"1f-

IJnguJge
their-

language
"

languageIJnguJge on inIII thethc most1II(11II1( t peiteclper/cLipercLiperfcstpercLi-
llrl1l

perfcst-
form

/
lormllrl1lform( knownno\\nnon\ inIIIm all.111111. theIhe AleutianAIeUtl\1lAIeUtl1lAIeUtl1l-

II.lnd
Aleutian-

islands
.\

islandsI\I.lndII.lndII.lndIlnd\ . buthuthill the\thethnthewerethe \, wereI\erlIerlsere\ ' discom-discomdl\coul-dlcouldiscour-discourdiscom-

aged
dlcoulI-

ged
discour-

aged
\ -

agedIgedIgedInagedIn, inInPl.lkulgspeaking\Pl.lkulgPl.lkulg\ ' . itII b\bbtibschoolh \ schoolchoo-chooschool-school-

teachers

, choo-

tl.lcher

) ¬-

teacherstl.lchertllcher' . IronfrontI rol11 ) outsideOUhldl ' whoshuII hn haveh\lchlcbasehlcc-

Olllroled
base-

connsoled
.\

controledcOlllroledconnsoled theirIhelr schooldlOOIschoolsstemdlOOI1s\stemsstem1tl'l1I\11sstem-
and

\ \ \tl'l1Itl'l1Itll1I\ tl'l1I-

.Ind

'

and.IndInd. therethcre wereI\erlIerlsere\ ' predictionspredlLlloll\predlLllollpredationspredlLllollthe\ thethe-

IJngulge
the-

languagelanguageIJngulge, wouldI\ouldIouldwouldsoon\ soonoon diedlldie-

Then
die-

Then
'

ThenThcn ,. lastIJ\tIJt\ year} CJr , theIhe villageisvillagersvlllJgcvillagers-

voted
"

voted to institutelII tltutl' a.II. bilingualhlllllguJI propro-pro-

grJm
pro-

gram
¬-

gramgrJm ( See "PhenomenalPhenomenal"PhenomcnJIPhenomcnJI" BilingualBdmguJIBdmguJI-

Pll1grJrn
Bilingual-

PIPiogramPll1grJrnPI ograrn ,:"' PagePJge 1)1I ) andJndandininIII anan-

Increolhly
an-

incrediblyincrediblyIncreolhly shorthnrt timetrots thetheyyoungoungHungoung-

people
Hung-

peoplepeople ot01of thethc villagevlllJge werevs\ ere polishpoll\h-pollhpolish-pollhi-

ng
polish-

ing
\ ¬-

ing their nativenJtlve tongue and learnleJrn-leJrnlearn-leJrn1-

I1g

learn-

ing

¬-

ing1I1g to write it The olderulder peoplepeople-

of
people-

ofof the villagevllIJge , althoughJlthough fluentIluent ,.

cannotCJnnol writewnte Aleut andand.Ireandareare.IreIre. nownow'col1Slderm-

g

now-

considering
'-

col1Sldermg
c-

ol1Sldermg
'

considering an adult.! dult educationCdUCJtH1I1CdUCJtH1I-

1cou

education-
coursecoursecou r e .

At the same.ImcImc. limetlllletime the villagevllI.lgevllIlgevllI.lg-
eplanned

village-

planned
.

planned the bilingualblllllguJI programprogrm.! ,

it decided to send a delegationdelegation-

tototoltendattend\ltendltend.\ the Aleut LeagueLCJgue concon-con-

ventll1nln
con-

vention

¬-

ventionventll1nlnin AnchorageAnchor.lgeAnchorlge. ThisTIIITIIIorkwork\\ork-orkcork-corkcork-
ed

\ ork-

e

¬-

edeedaa.II. hardshiphJrdhardshiponllIpllIpunonun the tamihesIJnllhesfamilies ol01of01-

the
of-

thethe delegatesdelegJtes lorfor ,. havinghJvlIIg no rere-re-re-

tngertlull
re-

frigeration

¬-

frigerationtnger\tlulltngertlullfrigerationor.\ or transpoitationIrarrspoitatiurntranIrarrspoitatiurn-
from

pl1ItJtllJnpl1ItJtllJn-

fromfrom outside , the Aleuts mustmllmust-

boat
11-

hurfhuifthurfboat! and fishI h continuallycontll1uJlly to sursur-sur-

VIVC

sur-

vive

¬-

viveVIVC And those who leaveleJvc thethe-

islandisland1 1lId.! must stay at.ItIt. leastleJ t a monthmonth-
tor

month-
forfortor there is no way home exceptexeptex.eptexept-
by

ex.ept-
by

.:;.
by a Navy tugtugwhichwhichwhichrunsruns on aa-

casual

,II-

casualcasual monthlymon thly basisbJSlSbasis-

But
bJSlS-

Bul
basis-

ButButBul the Aleut LeagueLeJgue hadhJdhJd-

largely

had-

largelylargely been overlookingoverlooklllg AtkansAlkalisAtkans-
because

Alkalis-
becausebecause theyIhey sent no representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
tives

¬-

tives to voice theirIheIr problems . TheThe-

tIme

The-

timetime had comeClIme to st.atestate. theirtheIr-

case
their-

casecase , the Atkans decideddecided AndAnd-

so
And-

soso six villagevIIIJge spokesmen left thethe-

job
the-

jobjobjobofof subsistingsubSlStlllg to their wiveswives-

and
wives-

andandandolderolder children and made a.II..-
Imarch

a-

marchmarch on AnchorageAnchorage-
AsAs a result , thetile problems of0101-

Atka

of-

AtkaAtka havehJve been gettinggettlllg more atJt-Jtat-atJt-

ten

at-

tention

¬-

tentionten tlOn and , lastIJst month , fortor thethe-

fIrst
the-

firstfirst tunetunctime , Aleut CorporationCorporJtlOnCorporJtlOn-
president

Corporation-
presidentpresident , Mike Swet/ofSwetofSwcllotSwetiot/ , mademJdemJde-

a

made-

aa visit to thelife islandIsl.mdIslmdIsl.mdIth. with\\IthIth\ LarryLarry-

MercullCff
Larry-

MerculieffMercuheffMercullCffMerculieff , Aleut landIJndIJndspeclJhstlandspecialistspecialistspeclJhst ,

and BillBJlI Childs , corporationcorporationI-
11Jn

corporation-
managermanagerI11Jn age r..

It costcosl them S 1,5005001,5001500, to charterchJrtercharter-
aa.11. planeplJne ONL WAY but they staystay-stay-

ed
Iay-IayIay-

cd

¬-

edcd three daysdrysd.IYdIY. andJnd by the timetll11etll11-

ethey

time-

theythey lettleltleft the AtkansAtkan\AtkanAlkalisAtkanerc\ were\\ercercsere\ satis-satisSJtl\-SJtlsalts-saltssatis-

tied
SJtl-

tied
salts-

tied
\ -

tied thatthJt at.ItItal. lastIJ t somesortie outsidersouhlder\ouhlderouhlder-
h.ld

outsiders-
had

\
hadh.ldhld. a.! graspgra\pgrapgrapotgraspof\ olotof their problemsprobkr1\\probkr1problems-

I

probkr1-
I \I veivonevenomVCI Olll ' reah/esreahesrcdllerealires, / therethlC'! are.HCHC. nono-

l.11

no-

easyeasyl.1\1l.11l.1l11easyl.11lIUtlllleasysolutions' .\ solutions\lIUtlllllIUtllll\( ( ' AtkaA tl-.Itl.Itl.II-. . hashl\hlhlnl'h'r, \ nevernl'h'rnlhrnl'h'r-
bcc'n

never-

been

.' '

beenbcc'nbccn' allowedallosscdJllu\1Jllu1allosscda\ cdcdIa, I postI'utIut' , officeIlIlleollike! be11Lbe-

pause '¬

causel.llI\ll.llIll.llIlllIlpause. \ ' n11rt hash.l\h.lh.lnl. \ nonl( reuularlvll'lulnl\ll'lulnllllulnlregularlyll'lulnllhcd' : , \ sclicd-

lion

sclicd-sclicdlhcd-lhcdsLhed-sLhedsLhed-

tiled
lhcd-

uled

-

'
uledtiled tl.lJ1\purtllloltl.lJ1purtllloltl.lJ1tllJ1purtllloltr.insportationtrinsportation. \ ,

; and, lIId- 'thllII- dthlthe' Pl'PPlPpopPl'P-
ulJtlon

pop-

ulattour
'

ulJtlonulattour 1\1is\101111.111so'0 \111.111111.111snlillsnlilland\ ., .1111and. III thlthe' ill.l-ill.llusa-lusaill.lt-

llHI

lusa-

tion

, . -

liontllHItion soll remoterCllil1tl . thatIhlt, iheie'siheiesIhclc\Ihclcthere'stheresIhclchttk'\ littlehttkhttkI-

lIet'lIllVl

little-

incentiveincentiveIlIet'lIllVlIlIetlIllVl' ' finh'lhlto' , commerciall'lHl1l11l'rL'I.IIl'lItcr-llHl1l11lrLI.IIllItcrl'lHl1l11l'rL'I.IIl'lItcrllHl1l11lrLIIIllItcrl'lHl1l11l'rL'I.IIl'lItcr-

11I1l

' ' ' . enterenter-enter-

prise

' ¬-

prise11I1\l11I1l\ ' toIn runTIIII outPllt tlieiethclltheretlieie-

I

there-

the
'

Ithe( he Ilt SS.IHNavv\.IH.IHNays\ . hash.IhI. ' always.111\.1\111.1.111111.11alssrssalssrss-
lost

. .111.-

1Insl

\ ., \ '
lostInsl moneynlOl1l ' } on011 ils11\11Its11llHltr.ll't\ contractllHltr.ll'tllHltr.lltllHltrllt.oritractoritract,. . ' with1\llh1llh1llh-
the

%\% ahah-

thethe BureauBurelu, ot01of IndianIlIdllIlIlIdllIl11.111, Allans\11.111\11.111Atttuus,11.111to\ ., \ toto-

provlc
to-

provideprovideprovl\cprovlc\] AtkaAt .11. monthlynlOnthlv lugtuglugt'rser\t'r-t'rtrser-serser-

vice
\ t'r-

vice

' ¬-

vice IromIrlmfrom! AdakAd.lI-Ad.lIAd.lIIt.1. -. It'sItsIt\.1It.1It.11It.1OIC'\ a., I soie\OICOICsore\ pointpnll1\pnll1pnll1-

Ith
point-

sitfl
\

with\\IthIth\sitflsitfl\\ them and.lIIdlIId. withIlIlhstill thethc AtkansAtl-.JrhAtl.JrhAtl.JrhJrhAtkinsAtl.Jrh-
1lw

Atkins-

sho
-.

wlu1\lw1lwsho\ ) findIlIId the NavNJvNavy>} screeningscre nlllg all.111111.11-

1Ihelr

all-

their

.
theirIhelr visitorsVI\ltor\VIltorVIltor.1\ \ as.1\.1..1eCllrltI \% security\eCllrlt\eCllrlt\eCllrltII\ nsksrisksII I-\II10-. \ to1010-

protect

to-

protectprotect the militaryI1IlhtlIY, basebase-

However
bJbase-

HoweverHowever ,. thetheleutlorporatheleut\leutlorpora-leutlorpora\leutleut\' leutlorporat-
ion

leu t ( orpororpora-orporaorpora-
tion

.I-.I.I-

tllHI

. -

. tiontllHI is about.IbolltIbolltstout. to undertakeundl'rtJkeundlrtJke' a, II-

studystudytlldy of01 the transportationtr.lmportJtllHItrlmportJtllHItransportattotltr.lmportJtllHIltll. situ\ltll-ltllsttu-sttultll-
Jtlon

sttu-

atilin
\ ¬-

ationJtlonatilin andJnd hopeshope( lopes anall extensionextell IOIi ot01of01-

the

of-

thethe StateSt.lteStlte. 1I erry SvstcmStcmS.steinSsteinS\S\'. tcm mightmIght-

be
might-

bebe a.II. solutionsolution-
The

solusolution-
The

110111101-

1TheThe corporationcorpor.ltloncorporltlon. isI ' alsowoik-alsowoikalsosoikalsowoik-

ing

.11\0.110.11110also. \ Ill1lk-Ill1lk\soik-soikIll1lkI-

I1g

\soikI-

ng
-

ingII1g on011 possibilitiesPOlblhllePO \lblhlle\lblhlle\ lblhlleto\ to bringbrll1g bethel-helbet-hel-

ter
bet-

ter
¬-

ter communicationcommUnlCJtlon , betterbctter hous11l1ll\-11l1llhous--11l1ll-

mg

housi-

ng
\ ¬-

ingmg and.!nd electricity totl! the islandI\IJlldIIJlldIIJlld-
And

island-

And
\

And AtkansAtk.lllAtklllAlkalis. ,. themselvesthem lve\lvelveJrc\, areJrc nencticnc-

gOtlJtlllg
tic-

gotuating

¬

gotiatinggOtlJtlllggotuatinggOtlJtlllgwithgotuatingwithwithwithseveralseveralcverJI interestedIllteretcdIllteretcd-
lI

interested-
fish

,
lishfishlI h companiesCOl11p\\lC\COl11plCCOl11plCtl.\!\ \ intl\tl\tlthethe hopeshopc. olotofot-

.lttrJctlllg
of-

attractingattracting.lttrJctlllglttrJctlllg. a.II. canneryCJnllcry 01or IrecverIreCIlfreererfreerer-
plant '!plantplJntplantOutsidersplJntOu

OutsidersOu tSlder , whosho\ ho dorfldOIl'tdOIltdon'tdont' underunder-uunder-
stand

IIder ¬.-

standtJlld AlkansAtkansA I k JII
' lovelovc for, or thenthe II isi\ii-

lJlld
Is-

land
\

lJlldland , cI111\cI111claimcI111the.! \ the only olutlunsolution 1\1is\1-

lor
is-

forforlor villagersvllIJger\vllIJgervllIJgerto\ to relocatercol.ltcrcolltcreh! , atc. OtherOther-
Aleut

Other-
AleutAleut villagevlllJgt ' corporationsllHpOrJtlulItorporauon ,' havehJVlhave-

been 'been tryingtrylllg to lurelurc AlkansAlk.llhAlkllhAtkans. toto-

move
to-

stovemovestove in111us withWIlh theifithem6therthem6aridandJndaridaridswellswellswell-

their
wellwell-

thentheirthen rolls lorfor LandLnd.! ClaimsCIItl\CIItlCIItlbut.! \ , butbut-

the
but-

thethe AtkansAtkamAlkalis havehve.! beenhecn stubborntubbornstubborn-
about

tubborn-
aboutleJvlngaboutaboutleJvlngleaving homehouse groundgrollndground-

AA new lure is a fishfl h processingpn\pnpncSprocessing-
plant

\ cS lIIglII-
gplJntplantplJnt built inIII AdakAdJk on011 groundground-
leased

ground-
leasedleasedleasedrecentlyrecently by the U SS-

NJvy

S-

NavyNavyNJvy to a groupgroupofof01 businessmenbubusinessmen-
which

me"menmemenme"men-
winch

"
winchwhichwhichIncludesincludesIIIdudc Adak'sAdaksAdJk'sAdJks' formerIurmcrIurmcr-

b
former-

basebaseb .! e commandercommander-
"Last

commander-
"Last

commander-
"Last"LastLast" yearyeJr helie suggesteduggc\tcduggctcd\ thatIhJtIhJt-

the
that-

thethe AtkansAtkJn move the villagevlllge.! totutu-

hnger
to-

FingerI-ingerIingerhngerFinger- BayBJY ( AdakAdJk ) totoorkwork\\orkorkcork\ forlorlor-

hlll1

for-

humshimhlll1hums,",:"' reportsreport MikeMIkcM Ikc SmgarollSlugJroltSnigaroft .,

villagevllIJge presidentpresident-
"But

presIdent-
"But

president-
"But"ButBut"" we'v-

e
wev-

e

wc'v-
e

wcv-
e

we'v-
e

wev-
e' heldheldoulheldoutoutoul throughthrough-

somesomeome prettyprelly toughtuugh timestinesI1me andJndJndw-

c're

andw-

e'rewe'r-
e

wer-
e

wc'r-
e

wcr-
e

we'r-
e

wer-
e' not leavingICJvlllgICJvlllgnowleavingflownowflownow-

"We
now-

"We
flow-

"We"WeWe" gottagollJ win1Willwon ' We just can- 'tcan- te.III- 'te.II- IteII- Ite.III'- thcan- 'tcan- tcan'tlo- se.
'

loseh ) e '""'


