AFN keynote speech

Hopson: Celebrate culture by living it

by Alexandra J. MeClanahun
Tunlrs Thues palilishes

The gremest celebravion  Alnska
Natives can make of Nonve culture
andd Pilestyle bs g0 ive it and be prowd,
Eddic Hopson, Tripuat elder Fromm Bar
row . told delegiates o the V2K Alaska
Federation of Nanves Annual
Loy enlomn

Hopson, who has Tived all las hile
on the North Slope and has served as
o directonr mnd president of the Arctic
Siope Regional Corp., delivered the
kewvnote wddress 1o the convention
Ihirsday in Anchorge

He was reforning o AFN s theme
this year, "Celebrating Alaska Nuhve
Cultures and Ldestyles " AFN Pres

dent Julie Koitka said earlier the theme
wiy selected w rellect the diversity and
pnuepess of Abascka Natve peoples
andd eolfures

Hopson began his renarks by say
Hnge thiat be was ok ol The convention
i lecture T the delepafes, but 1o
speik Trom s heart, talkang aboat
whit s cultare means Lo hibin

L e——————

He sabd that because he gresw up b
Barrow and hod o nons Native gratul
futher who spoke maimly Emglnd and
Enupeat grandmother who spoke mam
Iy Toupragg, he learned about the o
RUAETLES ul |..'|upl.|ui.!4.' e Cudluie and
alir tn respect people of dilterem
culiures
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Those who celebrate culture wnd values should leave no room
in their hearts for racial prejudice, he said.

Hopson said culture is not something to be viewed os a relic
in & museum, but celebrated comstantly and sctually experienced
in everyday life.

It in the culture that makes a person Native,™ he said, ex-
planing that it is a stute of mind, & way of Iw‘.n,g, nnl Just o
specific blood quantum required :H

The Native I:Fﬁljfh: mist be lived from hh‘lh 0 d:&nl.h Hop-
som said, and it involves o relationship to the lend. Ancd he said
that the tragedy of Native people caught in the grip of drug and
alcohol wbuse E;lhn tragedy rL:IP people who have lost touch with
their culture,

"We must never allow ourselves (o be separmed from the
land as u people,'’ he said.

Hunting 15 an important part of Native cultore, Hopson said,
and sharing the bounty of the hunt is viml, o. Without the
whale, many people would go hungry, he said, und without the
Hmnn&c”mm spirit and aense of identity would deleriorate.

other hund, he explained that adopting new hunting
methods by using snow muchines and rifles doesn’t mean Aluska
Natives are giv nmp their culture.

“It's a delicate balance,”” he said, noting that Native culture
und lifestyde do not mean a return to the past when life was
i constant struggle for survival.

“"Subsistence doesn’t mean bows and arrows,”” he said,



