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Knowles: Native
concerns to be
top priority

by Holly F. Relmer
Tumirs Thoes reporior

Tony Knowles, Democrabic guber-
rustorial canclidane, snid issues that con-
cern  Alnska Natives and rural
Alusknns will be top priority in his ad
ministration iF he becomes Alaska s
next povernor,

Specifically, Kpowles s
cconomic development and resource
management could mean big prajects
and more jobs for Alasks and Alaska
MNatives

Knowles said one big project which
hee would like to see get under way if
he were 1o lead Alagks in the next four
years is development of the Arctic Na-
tonal Wildlife Refuge, where there
iy be ofl nod gas. But the candidate
satd there would be a long string of
very defined regmlations attached to
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* Knowles praises Hensley’s leadership
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exploration  wnd
procedures.

“We will insist that Alaskans are
hired. We will insist that the environ:
ment and wildhife are protected and we
will msist that we get a fair shire of
the respurces,”” he suid,

He also included toursm us a nueans
W guin more  Alaska Native hire
throughout the state

Enowles said one tural economic
developiment issue which needs (o be
pddressed s fishmng

He sald the fishing  mdustry s
Alaskan’s biggest private employer, but
dne that hasn 't resched s maximum
pertentid yel

We haven 't even scrached the sur-
Face. We need 1o stop interception by
foccign drifinetters, and we need o
concentrate on lish enhuncement " he
sail duning an interview ot his caom-
paign headguaners i Anchorage
recently.

As a member of the Novth Pacific
Fuhery Manugement Council from
I9H8- 1989, Knowles said he led the
fights aphinst high seas fishery in-
ierception by foreipgn fleets and
wasteful roe-steipmng

Knowles sand the quality of fish pro-
ducts also needs to he enhanced by get-
tirg fish processed locally, in Alaska,
mstead of selling w foreigners or ship-
pimg o ot of state.

“We need o do our own process-
ing,”" he said.

Konowles sud the University ol
Alasko might be able to help in this
arca. He said Alaskans — specifical-
ly Nutives — can learn how to run
thewr own husinesses, sach s o fish
processing plant through furthenng

production

education.

Education, Kmowles sayd, s the core
of economic and ruoral development,
resource  management and  even
Lourlsm.

" Elucation is the key oo successful
state, " he said,

Rnowles sad even though sub.
sistence isn’t on the ballo that this iy
still an important issue that his ad-
mumstration will address,

W must maitmn subsistence foe
those people who depend on it 10y o
priority o protect subsistence,”” he
s

Another tough ssoe that Knowles
may face 15 stwle reapportionment

Every 10 years the state of Alaska
reappartions i distaces o ensure that
eich person gets an egual vote accond
ing 1o the current populstion,

This decennial, if census predictions
are correct, the state Native populu-
tion has decreased compared to the rest
of 1he state’s populition, so Native
majority voting districts will be cut

nowles, who served two terms s
mayor of Anchorage from 1982 unil
1987, suidd be understands that ruml
urwd urban populations are interdepen:

dent on esch other and reapportioning
the state should not dimintsh rural or
Alaska Native presence in the
Legistature

IEmtwlm bs running with leutenan
governor candidate Willie Hensley,
who s an Alaska Native from the
NANA regiun,

Knowles said Hensley will be play-
ing o major role in his adninistration,
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“He was extremely effective while
a representutive in the Legislature and
s been an advocate of Alasks Native
issues since staitehood, such as the land
cloims, " Knowles sald. “*'We'll look
to Willie for his lesdership.*

He also said Hensley was in-
strumiental while at NANA in getting
the Red Dog Mine under way.




