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Elders Conference kicks
off 1990 AFN Convention

by Holly F. Reimer
Tundes Thnes repuogier

The Elders Conference kicked ofl
the 1990 Alaska Federation of Natives
Convention this year with more than
200 participamts from around the state
thscussing ways to keep culiure and
trinditions alive

The theme was “"We Live i lwo
waorlds with one spirit. " Elders who
atended the conference Inst woek saud
this meant Alaska Niative cultures can
exist side by side with Westerners amd
all live with one spirit, whach s unity.

Walter Finh-ﬂ:*ﬂ[l. a Thngit elder who
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e Soboleff: Elders must teach the youth

CONNnUE Hom pags o

wits the keynote speakes, told a story
ahout how things were long ngo. He
siil only someone who respected
himsell was respecied by the
communty.

VMot everybody could get up and
talk. Back then, only those who were
tught customs and traditions. were
listened 1o, And those who didn't
respect themselves, or know the tradi-
nims and customs — nobody would
listen,”” he said.

Soboleff said in order for youth to
feel respect and be able (o stund up and
talk with respect, they must learn their
culture’s customs and traditions

Education wis another issue that
SobolelT was concerned about. He said
before Western schools  came 1o
Aldisku it was up fo the Native grand-
parents, uncles, sunts and parents to
teach the youth

W toreot about ourkelves ax the
teavhers. Amd we forgot w let eldern
tedch stories, legends, customs, hunl
g o even bow o read the weather, ™
hie sand “ These wre things you can’l
bbbt ony of o ook ™

"Why ure we bere today?™" he
usked  ““Because of our ancestirs
Aml somediny we  will be the
mpeslors.

Sobwdelt s elders must teach their
young people the imponance of thenr
cultures, otherwise soon the elders
will b gone and the culture will begin
tir bie Dot

Many clders got up and spoke dur-
mg the two-day conference, ssues n
hand an uded subststence, family reli
tionships, spint camps, education, the
Aldaska National Interest Lunds Con
servation Aot and drug and aleohpl
eCOvery

The Aluska National Guard's Maj
Gien. John Schaefler, who 1 also the
new choirman of the Alasks Native
Blue Ribhon Commission, was
mixlerator for the spirit camp panel,

Scheeffer suid spirit camps are an
:I::nmm pn& of Alnl:::lpﬂuw:a (-

y Wi the camps bring back
culture and traditions and also are a
way (o help recovering drug or aldohol
ahusers,

Schacffer said stress may be a cause
of many health and soglal problems,
He expluined that stress may be relinted
10 the frustration of not being con-
necied enough o the land, which he
said is a very important part of un
Aluskn Native's well-h:inf.

“In & Nutive school you'll probably
see kids looking out the window in the

spring, lnoking for geese. If they cun’y

o out and hunt the 5::. they Il pro-
bly gel stressed,”” he said, ‘?hﬂnust
they have a craving to hunt,""

“So getting back to nature —

through the 5||:nr|t camps — helps that
craving, which wkes away the stress,
he said.

Reggie Joule, Muniilag education
coordinator from Kotzebue, said
Maniilog's spirit camp program,
which has been in operation for five
years, has been o success,

Joule said when be first started out
at the camp, he had much to learn
about traditional values before he
could pass knowledge on o younger

people.

The Maniil spirit camp takes
children from 7 years old 1o teach
them Inupiisg values and a trasditional
Iifestyle.

Joule said the youth are wught how
the vilues are imertwined with
everything.

He said another way vouth are
pught is by watching adults, so adults
have 1o set . positive examples for
them o follow,

The other speaker was Katherine
Tdews from the Alaska Native Human
Resource Development Prograom in
Anchomge. She said her organization
helps communities start their own
spHrit camp.

She said program representatives
van help write griomn proposals or go
o the community and 1alk o elders
and organizers who need nssistance
Ngunng out just whal 1ype of camp
they should hove and how 1o get 0
warted.

“We don't po inand try and tell you
how it should be run, b we assist you
- deciding whit poals and spiritunl
meeds are rght Tor your eommunity
We play a suppotive role,” deus
expluimod,

Thomas Jnckson Sr. of Kake said he
goes to the local schools in his area
opee o week (o teach youth nbout tradi-
ton wnd culture.

“1 first tell children we have a lot
v leswin — w school, outside school
aned at home, " he said.

He suid it's aonportant for all elders

o reach out o their youth and teach
thiem what they knowe,

Jacksom also talked o his fellow
clders about subsistence, which he
called o political football,

He siid Alaska Matives ure sproad
thin, and if a solution 1o subsistence
14 to be resolved that ull Aluska Native
cultures have to join together.

""We cin't suoceed unless we're one

body,
“From this meeting, we should do
something and get done with this gues-
tion of subsistence once and for all,™*
Juckson said.

Walter Charley, an Athabascan
elder from Glennallen, said sub-
Eiilm 10 him means three meals a

ny.

He siuid he lived his whole lifte this
wity and he tught bis family this same
subsistence way of life as well.

He com life years ago to lo-
day and said that now his subsistence
wity of life has been taken away,

“The law of urban — not rarml —
preference gives them, people who can
survive withoul subsistence hunting,
a chance (o get out in the country. |
think that's wrong, They throw mosi
everything away and keep a lile bit,"'
he sald.

Chatley was mised to not waste o
thing. He was taught that even the
bomes from a caribou or moose can be
used when times are not lean,

Chartley nsked the ion what
should be done, and then ::fpim
that & resolution be submitted to the
AFN board of directors and come up
with a unified decision that includes
all Natives to stand up together and gel
0 rural preferer e back.

Representativcs from each region
got up and gave a brief summary of
what elders hav s been doing since last
year's conve.ition.

On the Lt day of the elders con-
ference they joined the vouth
convenion.




