Human rights activist Davis
decries military expenditures
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Angels Y. Davis, professor, wriler,
lecturer und human ights sctivist, had
something for nearly everyone i i re-
cent tulk ut the University of Alaska
Anchorage

She discussed the drug crisis, AIDS,
crime, Violence agminst  women,
genpcide,  political  repression and
defended the rights of all munorties,
including  American  Indians  and
Alaska MNatives.

Davis talked aboul the struggles of
appression, dleoholism and oaintain:
wig Native heritage.

She spoke Oct. 18 ol the Wendy
Willmson Auditorium, which was
vevercly overcrowded, Every seat in
thie Y0-capacity auditorium was filled,
and prnrh: continued o arnve

They lined the entry ways and the
wisdes, aml they sal on the stage and
o the floar in front of the stuge. Peo-
ple were also discovered behind the
stige Curtmn, and more than 20 were
tirned away at the door

Davis' strong convictions ibout the
ooly urue Amencans”” being Native
Americans brought cheers and e
sounding applause from the audience.

She blusted nuclear weapons, the
armis butldup, Stwe Wars, military in-
tervention and the Reagan and Bush
sdmimistrations

[avis spoke at length on past LU
govermment itervention o other
countnes and questioned the reason for
American armed lorces i the Middle
Fas

Accordmg o Davis, the United
States 15 having the largest military
builidup since the Vietnam War. She
stitedd that between Aug. 2 and Sepl.
Wb the LS. povernment hos: speni
$2 .5 bilhwn dollars on military related
expenses and is now spemding $25
ol b chvy o omilinary infervent o,
Shoulil wor break out, she sod, the
ot woulld be ommagnable

Idivis said the people who are in
Satid Arabia om behall of the Ulaied
Shites afe oot even bware of whil's
really gonng on She also alluded 1o 0
“heaan-washimg " that s b donc by
thee gorvernmient — whiat she iermcd an
abtempt Lo ke Amercans beligve
Ut abe Ulomtesd Swates s o the Middle
Fast o proteet the Dremodritie rights
ol e peaple of Kuwal

She sand thot | 9 million people Hve
o Koot and that 60 percent oF 1hem
v mo cangenship vights

“The reason the LS i there s
becanise O the oil that s there and Tos
the interest of the oil monopoly s pro
Nits, ™" she s

v saniid the lkons of dollars
are “senselessly”’ consumed by the
miliary ought 1o be redirected into

rogrims designed to nurture living
iman beings and 1o help eradicate
homelesaness and discase and establish
programs (o find jobs, child care nnd
education.

Dhavis talked about the elimination
of racism by becoming aware of
various cultures and races through an

educational system that would create
courses that would be part of the
academic requirements in elementary
schools and college.

She said thut the knowledge nnd
contributions of other races hud been
left out of the history books and so
people do not know encugh about the
contributions of Alrican-Amencans,
Native Americans or Latin Americans,

Diavis urged people 10 become more
aware of the world around them amd
become actively involved in making
the wirld a better place 1o live.

Davis, u member of the Communis
Party U.S A, started gaining atiention
v the late “60s because of her “*Black
Power'" setivism. She gained national
attention in 1970 when she was placed
on the Ten Most Wanted st and wios
the subject of an intense FR1 hunt,
leading 0 one of the most Tamouy
trials In U.S. history. Davis was oc-
quitted on all charges.

Currently Davis is a professor,
tesching philosophy and Women's
Studies a1 San Franvisco Sune Univer-
sity i Coliforn.



