Governor candidates discuss health issues
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The right of nll Alaxkans to receive
affor health care was a recurnng
theme in a forum for the Aluskan
gubermatorial candidates sponsored by
the Health Care Coalition of Alnska.

Candidates Tony Knowles, Arliss
Sturgulewski and a spokesperson for
Walter Hickel presented their views on
health care issues before an andience
at Providence Hospital Tuesday.

Although the candidutes all agreed
that ensuning adequate health care for
Alaskans must be a priority for state
governmenl, differad in their em-
phasix of particulur problems and pro-
pivsed solutions

The Health Care Coalition, repre
senting  seven independent  health
organizations and more than 15,000
health professionals in Alaska,
orgunized the forum w allow can-
diclates 1o express therr views on tssues
seen as vitally important to health care
in the state.

In opening statements, the can-
dictates all pledged their commitment
t ensuring that Alaskans receive
quality  health care. Fu‘.mlmg lo
stutistics on infant monality, injury,
substance abuse and domestic violence
i Alaska, Democral Knowles stated
that problems need 10 be addressed
with u stute health care policy that em-
phasires *simicgic planning”” 1o pro-
vide lomg-term solutions as well us im-
medinte attention to coitical issues

Republican Sturgulewskl empha-

sized the need to bring together the
resources of the state and federal

and the 1 mmect
needs, while the aide for Alaska
Independence Party Hickel cited 33

years of continuous commilment'’ 1o
quality health care as evidence of his
concern for the future.

In answering the forum guestions,
Knowled several times emphasized
g‘r;vcmhl as & method 10 improve

Ith status and cut costs. Knowles
expressed strong suppont for health
education in the schools o address
such problems as teen pregnancy,
AIDS and subsiance abuse.

king for Hickel, Roberl
Waldron expressed support for heal
education, but cautioned that the stile
should not imterfere with the right of
school boards 1w determine cur-
riculum. She also said Hickel and his
running mate Jack Coghill strongly
support  the recriminalization of
AT jaAna.

In their closing comments, the three
gubernatorinl candwdates revealed the
bastc differences in philosophy and
outlook which had led them o enter
the race.

Waldron siressed the need for jobs
and economic development,

" A persom without s job s in 4 poor
environment no matter how besutiful
their surrodndings,” the Hickel state-
ment sad.

I contrast, Knowles emphasined his
support for environmental measures
lor clean water, clean pir and hozard-

ous wiste mansgement. He promised
the health care coalition that he will

“work with you as a chmmpion,
nlmuldurh!ltultlﬂ”mmmplhh
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budgel process, education and the
economy (0 rescue “‘a state adrift.”’
Like the other candidates, she em-

the need for from
all involved 1w solve the state's
problems.



