Letters to
tho odltnr

Recriminalizing
marijuana is the
wrong message

To the editor

| have heard the concerns about
recriminalizing adult possession of
marijusna. As a parent, | agree that
wi need 1o do something about drugs
But I wosry about our approach 1o ﬁ'n:
silateons god how we define exactly
what ““drug”™’ we're worried about,

The drug most widely used by
Alaskon youth amd adults slike is
weohol. Tt causes hundreds ol
thowsands of deaths each year

It causes violent and rvational and
olten miorderous  behavior. Amnd it
destroys the fiber of the American
fwmaly. Yet, we have not cred out for
paking alcohol illegul

Even of it were rrue what the pro-
pome s say about the elfects of mar
juana use, those purporied effects still
pale in comparison 1o the documented
and und isputed studies done about the
physwological and mental effects of
alcotiol use and abuse

S0, explam (o me abowt mined
messages we send w0 kids: that we
wiotld maoke it criminal for adults w
possess murijuan, but w's OK 1o drink
as much as you want?

Oy message about aleohol s the
mst hypocriticanl message we send (o
our youth. 1'm not going to compound
that hypocrisy by voting to jail adults
tor having small amournits oF ) banse
in the privacy of their home. It's
already illegal Tor kids to possess or
use it or for adults 10 have i outside
of the home,

If this ballot measure does pass,

whal existing progrums or projects are
we willing 1o give up to fund this?

Yours truly,
Pairice Parker
Anchorage



