Enroliment suit filed @

Five applicants for enroll-
ment under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act have fi-
led a class action suit in Fede-
ral District Court in Alaska al-
leging that the Bureau of Indian
Affairs has illegally failed to pro-
cess their applications. The suit,
filed November 28, seeks to
force the BIA Enrollment Of-
fice to “immediately process all
pending enrollment applications,
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certify all eligible enrollees, and
make available any and all re-
sources necessary to do so with-
out delay.”

The Settlement Act was
adopted in December 1971,
and required all eligible appli-
cants for benefits to be certi-
fied by BIA as Alaska Natives
within two years. In January
1976, Congress .agreed to an

extension of the application

deadline for one more year. Ac-
cording to the complaint filed
in court, about 12,000 enrol-
Iment applications have not
yet been processed by the BIA
Enrollment Office.

The plaintiffs allege that as
a result of BIA's delays, they
have not received money dis-
tributed under ANCSA and have

not been able to ‘participate
as shareholders in the affairs of
the Native Village and Region-
al Corporations Further, they
contend they are being denied
legal recognition of :heir heri-
tage as Alaska Natives which is
important to  them and their
children. These injuries, say the
plaintiffs, violate the Settlement
Act, the Federal Administrative
Procedure Act, the US. Con-

gainst Department of Interior

stitution, and breach the fede-
ral government’s obligation to
act as a trustee toward Native
people of the United States.

Plaintiffs are being represen-
ted by Alaska Legal Services. De-
fendants are Cecil Andrus, Secre-
tary of the Interior; Forrest
Gerard, Assistant Secretary for
Indian Affairs; and Myron Ig-

Wnt coordinator.
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