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Enrollment suit fifedfiledfil of Interior
Five applicants for enrollenroll-enroll-

ment
enroll-

ment
¬-

ment under the Alaska NativeNative-
Claims

Native-
ClaimsClaims Settlement Act have fifi-fifi-

led
¬.-

led a class action suit in FedeFede-Fede-
ral

Fede-
ral

¬-

ral District Court in Alaska alal-alal-

leging
al-

leging
¬-

leging that the Bureau of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs has illegally failed to propro-pro-
cess

pro-
cess

¬-

cess their applications . The suit ,

filed November 28 , seeks toto-

force
to-

forceforce the BIA Enrollment OfOf-Of-
fice

Of-
fice

¬-

fice to "immediatelyimmediately" process allall-

pending
all-

pendingpending enrollment applications ,

I!I-

certify
II-

certifycertify all eligible ertrolleeserolleese rol1ees , andand-

make
and-

makemake available any and allaU rere-rere-

sources
re-

sources
¬-

sources necessary to do so withwith-with-
out

¬.-

outou t delay ."

The Settlement Act waswas-

adopted
was-

adoptedadopted in December 1971 ,

and required all eligible appliappli-appli-
cants

appli-
cants

¬-

cants for benefits to be certicerti-certi-
fied

certi-
fied

¬-

fied by BIA as Alaska NativesNatives-

within
Natives-

withinwithin two years . In January
1976 , CongressCongressagreed.agreedagreed-agreed.- to an

extension of the applicationapplication-

deadline
application-

deadlinedeadline for one more year . AcAc-AcAc-

cording
Ac-

cording
¬-

cording to the complaint filedfiled-

in

filed-

inin court , about 12,0001200012,000enrol, enrolenrol-enrol-

lment
enrol-

lment

¬-

lment applications have notnot-

yet
not-

yetyet been processed by the BIABIA-

Entollment
BIA-

EnrollmentEnrollmentEntollment Office .

The plaintiffs allege that asas-

a

as-

aa resultr su1t of BIA'sBIAs' delays , theythey-
have

they-
havehave not received money disdis-disdis-

tributed
dis-

tributed
¬-

tributed under ANCSA and have

-

not been able to participate1rticlpatepparticipate-

as

1rticlpate-

as

<

as shareholders in the affairsaf fairs ofof-

the

of-

thethe Native Village and RegionRegion-Region-
al

¬-

al Corporations Further , theythey-

contend
they-

contendcontend they are being denieddenied-
legal

denied-
legallegal recognition of theirhCHheir: heriheri-heri-
tage

heri-
tage

¬-

tage as Alaska NatiwsNativ/.sNativ.sNativ.ssNatives/ . which isis-

Important
is-

importantimportant to them and theirtheir-

children
their-

childrenchildren . These injuriesinJun s , say thethe-

plaintiffs
the-

plaintiffsplaintiffs , violate the SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct , the Federal AdministrativeAdmmistrativeAdmmistrative-

Procedure
Administrative-

ProcedureProcedure Act , the U.SUS. . ConCon-¬-

stitution , and breach the fedefede-fede-

ral

fede-

ral

¬-

ral government'sgovernments' obligation toto-

act

to-

actact as a trustee toward NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople of the United StatesStates-

Plaintiffs

States-

PlaintiffsPlaintiffs are being represenrepresen-represen-

ted
represen-

ted

¬-

ted by Alaska Legal Services . DeDe-DeDe-

fendan
De-

fendants
¬-

fendantsfendan ts are Cecil Andrus , SecreSecre-Secre-

tary
Secre-

tary

¬-

tary of the Interior ; ForrestForrest-

Gerard
Forrest-

GerardGerard , AssistantAssistan t Secretary forfor-

Indian
for-

IndianIndian Affairs , and Myron Ig-IgIg-

.jent
Ig-

t

-

t eigent.jentjent. t coordinator ..


