
No halt to drilling !
Judge says oiloil-

companiese-e:-eecompanies:':: will suffersufferNo-

rth : :North Slope Natives havee suffered a setbackSk in theirtheir-
effortsefforts to temporarily stop oil drilling from an exploraexplora-explora-
tory

explora-
tory

¬-

tory well in the Beaufort Sea .

Concerns for the effects of noise ,. helicopter activity ,.

and possible oil leaks on sea mammals and fish havehave-

prompted
have-

promptedprompted three Native villages and two individual hs-hsls-lsEs-Eshs-

kimos
ls-

kimos
Es-

kimos
: -

kimos to bring suit in both federal and statesta te court agag-agag-

ainst
ag-

ainst
¬-

ainst Exxon'sExxons' Duck Island well .

In a hearingheanng last FridayFnday intntn-

state
in-

statestate court ., Judge Victor CarlsonCarlson-

denied
Carlson-

denieddenied a motion by the villagesvillages-

ofof Barrow ,. NuiqsutNUlqsut , and Kakto-KaktoKakto-
vik

Kakto-
vik

Kakto-
vik

-

vik and MermanlIeonanIlemian RextordRexforRexford andanand-

RalphRalph AhkigvakAhklgvakAhklgvakask1l1gAhkigvakaskingaskingask1l1g for aa-

prel1l11lnary

a-

preliminarypreliminaryprel1l11lnary injunction ID10to halthalhalt-

the

tt-

thethe drillingnlhng TheTheontroversldlcontroversial-ontroversldlontroversldlcontroversial-
well

-:ontroversldl-
wellwellwellISis located three miles offuffoff-off-

shore

¬.-

shore from Sag (SagavanuktokSagavamrl-tokSagavamrltokSagavanirktok- j)j-

RiverRiver on a man-mademanmade- islandIslanisland-

inintn the Beaufort SeaSea-

According
Sea-

AccordIng

Sea-

AccordingAccording to 1-xxon1xxonI-xxonII-. xxon lawyerlawyer-

Rlchar
lawyer-

RichardRichardRlchar GantGanGantit7? ,. a pause in thethe-

dnlhng
the-

dullingdrillingdnlhngdulling wouldwoul cost as muchmuchasas

$60.00060.00060000$60,000$ ., per dayay andan couldcould-

total
could-

totaltotaltotalupup to $2020$20m$20million$ millionm hon ClosClos-Clos-

ing

[ Ius-IusIus-

mg

¬-

ingmg down a well takes from 1010-

to
10-

toto 12 days ,. and an "equalequal"equala" a-aa-

mount
a-

mount
a-

mount
-

mount of timetllne to10 start it upup-

proVldmg
up-

providingprovidingproVldmg the hold hasn'thasnth asn- 'tas- nt' beenbeen-

lost

been-

lostlost ".
In denying thetlet ), injunctiontnJunctlOn .,

Judge Carlson noted that harmharm-

could
harm-

couldcould result on either side of thethe-

question
the-

questionquestion , but that the harm to1010-

the
to-

thethe oil011011companyoilcompanycompanycompanywaswas immediateImmediate-
and

immediate-
andand certaincertam , whereas the harm toto-

wildlife
to-

wildlifewildlife was not so apparentapparent-
Judge

apparent-
Judge

apparent-
JudgeJudge Carlson noted thatthai itIt-

was

it-

waswas winter and most of the seasea-

mammals
sea-

mammalsmammals involvedInvolvedarearcare not in1010-

the
in-

thethe area The wellwellISis to10 be finifineffine-

shed
mm-

shedshed byhy May 1I Ruled thethe-

Judge
the-

JudgeJudge ,. "TheThe" balance must behebe-

struck
he-

struckstruck in favor of thetile defendefen-defen-

dant
defen-

dant
¬-

.".'dantsdant\dant\%
dantI.

Iie.11e. I, IInisiIII I II II 'IIII'ii-

0I

''
,11,11110I, , r I\\IILIIILI \. \ uu\ IIIIlk . .IddIdd.idikidik.idikii, dii 1IIIh1IIIh-

on

IiilsIiils-

onon the prelimmaiyprellll1lI1dlYprehlnutaty injunctionII1JUI1L1loninjunction-
Donald

II1JUI1L1lo-

nDonald
injunction-

DonaldDonald ClocksmCocksm]
., AlaskaAlaska-

Legal
Alaska-

LegalLegal Services attorney represrepres-repres-

enting

repres-

enting

¬-

enting the Natives , said that

thistlus was only theIhe openingopentngopentng-
round

opening-
roundround "WeWe" will fileme a motion forfor-

summary
for-

summarysummary judgementludgement as soon asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible ,.
" he stated A summarysummary-

Judgemenl
summary-

judgementjudgementJudgemenl ,. he explainedexplamed ,

"meansmeans'means"" ' that the important factsfacts-
ofot01of the caseCdse are notnol in disputedlspu Ie ,.

only the legallegalIlegalIssuesissuesI sues are.IreIre. beinghell1ghell1g-

chJllengeJ
being-

challengedchallengedchJllengeJ ".
A secondsecondcaSLsecondcasecasecaSL' involvingI1volvtng! thethe-

samesameame Natives jgainstJgamstagainst the samesame-

oiloil011 well but with a differentJlfterentJlfterent-
Je

different-

defendantdefendantJe tenJant will be heardheJrd in fete-tefe-fete-

eralLourt
fe-

deral

¬-

deraleralLourtderalcourtcourt DecemberDecem her 77-

The
7-

The
7-

TheThe federalfeJeralfeJeralcasefederalcasecase names as dede-dede-

fendan
de-

fendants
¬-

fendantsfendan ts l-xxonlxxonI -. xxon and the LIII(11( SS-

Corps
S-

CorpsCorps ot01of EngineersIngmeers: ,. chargingchargmgchargmg-
that

charging-
thatthat the Corps of Engineers isIis-isis-

sued

¬.-

suedued the drillingdnlling permitpen11ltpennit to l-xlxIxI-I-1-x-1x1x-

xon

- x ¬.-

xon in violation oflIf federalfederalIllfederalinin-inin-

vironmental
Illin-

vironmental
-.

vironmentalvlfonmentallawslawslaws-

States
laws-

States
vlfonmentallawsStates

States the complaintcomplamt "NoNo"No-
envmmmental

"No-
environmental

"
environmentalenvmmmental impact statementstatement-
was

statement-
waswas prepared ,. water quality cercer-cer-

tification
¬.-

tificationtlf catlOn was not obtainedobta1l1edobta1l1ed-

andl
obtained-

and( andandl) the impact of the activityactivity-
un

activity-
ononun endangered speciesspeclCS was notnot-

considered
not-

consideredconsidered ' In additionaddillon , imInl-Inlim-imIn-

lproper

im-

proper
¬-

proper notice was given , say theIheIhe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives
NativesThe

The sales inIII the BeaufortBeaufort-
Sea

Beaufort-
SeaSea , especiallyespeciallyinin the PointPOIn-
tThompson

Point-
ThompsonThompson area , have beenbeen-

the
been-

thethe object of apprehension byby-

ArctIC
by-

ArcticArctic Slope Natives torfor somesome-
tllne

some-
tittletimetllnetittle In September theIhe StateStatr ofotot-

t1
of-

AI.isk.iAhisk.iAhiskiAI.isk.iAIisk.iAIiskit\1t1\ ". J. ., postponedI.tponedItponed'" . theI Ill' Point!' lm( !

II '
) ' 'IIII' I " , \ , II-

II.hlII.hlIIhl11,1111II.hlI. , I1-11111,-I II 'll'" (11( I II"III,"'II' \( /) kiki-

One
, [; \ 'LL' II-

OneOne ot01ut the reasonsreawm loitorfor tinsthistins-

postponement
tlllthis-

postponementpostponement was oppositionopposition-
by

Opposition-
by

opposition-
byby Natives totll the sale The re-rerc-rcre-

See

rc-

See

re-

See

-

(See SETBACK , Page Three . )



. SetbackSetbackin
in suitsuitC-

ontinued( Continued from Page One001' )

cently filedt led suitUlt rJlsedJppreraisedappreraisedrJlsed appre-
herision

appreJppreJppreh-

eJ1S1ol1

¬

hensionheJ1S1ol1herision by statest.ttesttte. officialsott ClJls thatthdt itIt-

f1llght

it-

mightmightf1llght herald generalgel1erJI Native-NativeNltlveNative-

opposition
Nltlve-

OppoSltlO11

Native-

opposition
, -

oppositionOppoSltlO11 to oil011 developmentdevelopment-

NotNot sosoosoosaid. saidsdld Donald C( locksinlolk\lnlolklnlolkln-
of

locksin-

of
\

of AlaskaAld kJ Legal ServicesSerYIleSSerYIleSho, who\\hoho\ isIis-

representingrepresentingrcpresentll1g North Slope NativesNJllveSNJllveSI-

II

Natives-

ininIII the suit "WeWe" havehdve no desirededesire-

to
nene-

toto shut down drillingdnlhllg ,. onhonlyonl ) toto-

maJ.e

to-

makemakemaJ.emaJe. sureure that the propelproleLlprotect is1\11-

sale

is-

sate
\

salesate andand11andinin\1111\ compliancel\\1npllancel1npllance\ \ with allJIIJII-

the

all-

thethe sategudrdsJtegllJrdssafeguards requiredrequned by U\vUvIJ\\IJlawIJ-

Three
law-

Three
\\ '"'

Three projectsprojeLls areMe under scruscru-

tiny
uuuut-

illtiiivtinytill ) by environmentalenvJollJ11enenvironmentalrid[ tJItJIlI1dandlI1drid, lia-lialia-

ditional
IfIIrdrd-rdrd-

ditional
d-dd-

dltlOI1JI

-

ditionaldltlOI1JI Use-UseUsedepartmentslI e- departmentsdepartJ11cllt\departJ11clltdepartJ11clltoj\ ofoj thetilLthe-

North
'

North SlopeSiupe Borough . Ihe\IhethesIhe.irehe.HlI he\he\ .ireire.HlHlare.. ' .,

beside-besidebesidethebe lde- the IIonI)11Ioil\\onon\\oiloil\ \)11)1111\ ' ) DuckDud, IslandhlJl1dhlJl1d-

lInlt
Island-

UnitUnitlInlt AKCO'sAKCOsAR'O'sAROsAR'OARO(('' ''<; WestWe\WeWef\! Dockf) < ) lk ,. a-

4200foot
a, I

4200-foot4200foot4 OO-tooOOtoo- ttldUSecjuseuavldUSeJldUSe\\ldUSecausew\\ Jav) andlI1d, dockdoLi-doLidoLi-

llldl
docdoc-

which

-k,

which\\llldlllldlwhichwas\ llldlJwas\\JJ\ extendedC\tendedCtendedCtendedIIIextendedill\ inIIIill ll'7Sll7S197S1197S-

FXXON's
)77<)'

EXXON'sEXXONsfXXONFXXON'sFXXONsf-f- XXON '\ proposedpfpo() l'lllll' ice island1\ldlld1ldlld1ldll-
depenlllcnt

Island-

expenntent
\

experimente\penlllcntepenlllcntexpenntent\ andJild the proposed-

gravel
proposedpropo cdcd-

pJvelgravelpJvelgravelislandisland1\l.md1l.md1l.mdlmd1l.mdHOlel\. pioieu\HOlelHOlelprulect\ t nearnedrfearneariinedr1.1\iiii\1.11.1NitNit-
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